INFORMATION STATEMENT AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Pursuant to Rule 15c2-11 (a) (5) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

DECEMBER 31, 2010
PERFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
21218 ST. ANDREWS BLVD. #131
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 33433
561-705-4386-OFFICE
(A FLORIDA CORPORATION)
THESE SECURITIES HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED OR DISAPPROVED BY THE SECURITIES AND EX-
CHANGE COMMISSION OR ANY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY NOR HAS THE COMMISSION
PASSED UPON THE ACCURACY OR ADEQUACY OF THIS PROSPECTUS. ANY REPRESENTATION TO
THE CONTRARY IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE.
INFORMATION STATEMENT PURSUANT TO RULE I5c2-11 SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934.

Information required to conform with the provision of sub-paragraph (a) (5) of Rule 15¢2-11 as promulgated under The
Securities and Exchange Act of 1934, as amended:

PART A GENERAL COMPANY INFORMATION
Item 1. THE EXACT NAME OF THE ISSUER AND ITS PREDECESSOR (IF ANY).
Issuer: PERFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
Item 2. THE ADDRESS OF ITS PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES.
i. Executive Office:
21218 St. Andrews Blvd. #131
Boca Raton, Florida, 33433
Telephone: (561) 705-4386 Fax: (561) 705-4386

ii. URL: www.perfectwebtech.com

iii. Investor Relations:
Thomas L. DiStefano |11
21218 St. Andrews Blvd. #131
Boca Raton, Florida, 33433
Telephone: (561) 705-4386 Fax: (561) 705-4386

Item 3. THE STATE AND DATE OF INCORPORATION.

The Issuer, Perfect Web Technologies, Inc. was previously known as Sticky Web, Inc. (the "Company")
was organized under the laws of the State of Florida on the 31% day of July 1997. By Written Authoriza-
tion of a majority of shareholders and pursuant to Florida Statutes, Section 607.0704, through an action
by Written Consent, The Company’s Board of Directors adopted and the authorized to change the Com-
pany’s name on December 1, 2006 and the name change became effective on December 6, 2006.


http://www.perfectwebtech.com/
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Item 5.

NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE TRANSFER AGENT.

Olde Monmouth Stock Transfer
200 Memorial Parkway
Atlantic Highlands, NJ, 07716
(732) 872-2727-office

(732) 872-2728-fax

THE NATURE OF THE ISSUER'S BUSINESS.
A. Business Development.

Perfect Web Technologies, Inc. owns Internet, software and business method patents and provides finan-
cial merchant services.

The Company manages its portfolio of six patents and patents pending that represent key Internet and
software technologies and business methods. The patents cover electronic document publishing, e-mail
management and distribution, e-commerce and marketing tools, access management to electronic docu-
ments and electronic document collaboration.

The Company is currently attempting to license its portfolio of patents to potential corporations, both
public and private. The patents include three issued patents numbers 6,631,400, 6,771,291 and 7,353,199
and three patent pending technologies. The Company also owns five registered marks. Patent number
7,996,259 was issued on August 9, 2011, after the effective date of this annual report.

The Company provides Financial Merchant Services through its operating division Theuptick.com and its
website www.theuptick.com and through its subsidiaries.

1. The form of organization of the issuer;

Perfect Web Technologies, Inc. is a Florida “C” corporation.

2. The year that the issuer (or any predecessor) was organized;
The Company was organized on July 31, 1997.

3. Issuer’s fiscal year end date:

The fiscal year ends on December 31.

4. Whether the issuer (and/or any predecessor) has been in bankruptcy, receivership or any similar
proceeding;

The Company and/or any predecessor have not, and are not currently in the process of filing bankruptcy,
receivership or any similar proceeding.

5. Whether the Issuer has made a material reclassification, merger, consolidation, or purchase or
sale of a significant amount of assets not in the ordinary course of business;

On November 14, 2000, the Company entered into an agreement (the "Merger Agreement”) to merge
with The Perfect Web Corporation and StrategicByte, Inc. privately held Florida corporations. As of No-
vember 14, 2000, the date of the merger agreement, these companies merged into the Company. Prior to
the merger, The Perfect Web Corporation owned the rights and title to the patents pending, technology,
and trademarks and other technologies. Two of the stockholders of The Perfect Web Corporation and
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StrategicByte, Inc., were Executive Officers of the Company and owned 78.0% collectively of the com-
mon Stock of the Company, owned 98% and 79% of The Perfect Web Corporation and StategicByte, Inc.,
respectively.

Under the terms of the Merger Agreement, the Perfect Web Corporation Stockholders exchanged their
shares at a ratio of 1-to-1 for a total of 1,250,000 common shares of the Company and StrategicByte, Inc
exchanged their shares at a ratio of 1-to-1 and %-to-1 for a total of 2,446,587 shares. As all companies
were under common control, the combination of the three companies is deemed to be a purchase and ac-
counted for as an "As If" pooling of interests, whereby the combined assets and liabilities are recorded on
an historical basis.

6. Has the Company had any default of any terms of any note, loan, lease, or other indebtedness or
financing arrangement requiring the issuer to make payments:

No.

7. Has the Issuer had a change of control?

During 2009 the Company had no change of control.

8. Has there been an increase of 10% or more of the same class of outstanding equity securities.

The Class A Common Stock has increased by 11.2% due to the efforts of the Company to raise capital it
required for continued operations, compensate its management and directors and pursuant to their em-
ployment agreements.

9. Describe any past, pending or anticipated Stock split, Stock dividend, recapitalization, merger,
acquisition, spin-off, or reorganization;

On July 31, 2008 the Company spun off its subsidiary Willing Holding, Inc. and furnished an in-
formation statement to holders of the Company’s common stock in connection with the distribution of all
of the issued and outstanding shares of common stock of Willing Holding, Inc. As of the date of the in-
formation statement, the Company owned then distributed to its shareholders on a pro rata basis approx-
imately 1,000,880 of the 1,885,880 issued and outstanding shares of Willing Holding, Inc.’s Class A
common stock of which approximately 1,000,880 have been issued to the Company’s shareholders of
record.

10. Describe any delisting of the issuer’s securities by any securities exchange or deletion from the
OTC Bulletin Board.

None.

11. Describe any current, past, pending or threatened legal proceedings or administrative actions
either by or against the issuer that could have a material effect on the issuer’s business, finan-
cial condition, or operations and any current, past or pending trading suspensions by a securi-
ties regulator. State the names of the principle parties, the nature and current status of the
matters, and the amounts involved.

On March 29, 2007 the Company filed a patent infringement lawsuit against infoUSA. On October 27,
2008, the district court ruled in favor of infoUSA on Summary Judgment. The Company appealed the
lower court decision on December 10, 2008 and on March 2, 2010 the court ruled against the Company.



On, January 4, 2010, the Company petitioned the court for Rehearing En Banc. On February 23, 2010, the
En Banc Action was denied by the court.

A. Business of Issuer.

We have two operating divisions and they include Patent Management and Licensing and Financial Mer-
chant Services.

We manage a portfolio of intellectual property and patents that we believe are the building blocks of In-
ternet, software and business methods that are utilized by businesses and individuals.

The patents cover electronic document publishing, e-mail management and distribution, e-commerce and
marketing tools, access management to electronic documents and electronic document collaboration.

Our objective is to monetize our portfolio of patents and patents pending through M&A activity, partner-
ships, licensing and enforcement.

We engaged the law firm of Carey, Rodriquez, Greenberg & Paul LLP located at 1395 Brickell Avenue,
Suite 700, Miami, FL 33131, to license and enforce the 6,631,400 patent rights.

The Company is currently managing, marketing, and licensing a portfolio of patents and patents pending
(the “IP”) to potential top corporations, both public and private. The IP includes four issued patents num-
ber 6,631,400, 6,771,291, 7,353,199 and 7,996,259 (issued after the effective date of this annual report)
and two patents pending.

Thomas L. DiStefano Ill, the Company CEO, is the inventor of each of the patents and patents pending
that are managed by the Company.

The Company provides corporate Financial Merchant Services through its operating division Theup-
tick.com and its website www.theuptick.com.

The spin-off of Willing Holding, Inc. was part of our plan to create value for our shareholders by develop-
ing, structuring and facilitating our subsidiaries business as new public companies and take each subsidi-
ary through the initial public offering process.

1. Please indicate the issuer’s primary and secondary SIC Codes;

The primary secondary SIC codes is, 679 and Miscellaneous Investing and the secondary is 6794 Patent
Owners and Lessors.

2. If the issuer has never conducted operations, is in the development stage or is currently conduct-
ing operations;

The Company is currently conducting operations.

3. If the issuer is considered a “shell company” pursuant to Securities Act Rule 405;

No.

4. State the names of any parent, subsidiary, or affiliate of the issuer, and describe its business pur-

pose, its method of operation, its ownership, and whether it is included in the financial statements
attached to this disclosure document;


http://www.theuptickc.com/

Item 6.

Operating Divisions

Theuptick.com

The Up-Tick.com was initially formed in 1997 as The Uptick.com, Inc. This is the original predecessor
company to Perfect Web Technologies, Inc. Www.theuptick.com was initially launched in 1996, as an
online merchant banking and financial content provider. In 2006 it was reformed as a development stage
company in the online merchant services industry.

5. The effect of existing or probable governmental regulations on the business;

The Company does not contemplate any substantial changes that could adversely affect the business of
the Company at this time.

6. An estimate of the amount spent during each of the last two fiscal years on research and devel-
opment activities, and, if applicable, the extent to which the cost of such activities are borne directly
by customers;

The Company has spent sixty percent (60%) of its time preparing for patent litigation. The Company
spent twenty percent (20%) of its time researching the various industries that it believes are covered by its
patent portfolio and developing market studies that will enable the Company to aggressively license and
enforce the patents rights. The Company has spent the remaining twenty percent (20%) of its time work-
ing with the financial and the investment community with respect to its subsidiaries and their business
operations.

None of these costs are borne directly by customers.
7. Costs and effects of compliance with environmental laws (federal, state and local);

The Company is not producing any products that are hazardous to the environment and does not foresee
any changes that could adversely affect the environment.

8. Number of total employees and number of full time employees.

Currently the Company has three employees who act in a management capacity and a total of three full-
time employees.

THE NATURE OF PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED BY THE ISSUER:
A. Principal products or services, and their markets;

a. Patent Licensing

“METHOD FOR MANAGING BULK E-MAIL DISTRIBUTION” patent number 6,631,400, “ME-
THOD FOR DEVELOPING ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS EMPLOYING MULTIPLE DISPLAY
REGIONS” patent number 6,771,291 and “METHOD OF MODERATING EXTERNAL ACCESS TO
AN ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT AUTHORING, DEVELOPMENT AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM”
patent number 7,353,199 have been issued by the USPTO.

On August 9, 2011, patent number 7,996,259, “METHOD FOR DEVELOPING ELECTRONIC DOC-
UMENTS PROVIDING E-COMMERCE TOOLS” was issued by the USPTO.

There are two patents pending in various stages of prosecution with the USPTO. Application number
10/868,312, Developing electronic documents employing multiple display regions, was filed on June 15,
2004. Application 13,206,483, Method for Developing Electronic Documents Providing E-Commerce
Tools, was filed on August 9, 2011, after the effective date of this annual report.




The issued patents and other patent applications can be viewed at the United Sated Patent Office website
located at www.uspto.gov.

The intellectual property portfolio encompasses five areas of technology that include the following.

Managing Bulk E-Mail Distribution
Developing and Posting Electronic Documents
Electronic Document Collaboration

Access Management of Electronic Documents
E-Commerce and Marketing Tools

To date the Company has concentrated its efforts to the license the issued patents, 6,631,400, 6771,291,
7,353,199 and 7,996,259.

b. Theuptick.com

The Company operates www.theuptick.com division at the corporate head quarters in Boca Raton, Flori-
da. Www.theuptick.com was launched to the Internet at the end of 1996 as an online merchant banking
and financial content provider.

From the initial conception and 1996 launch www.theuptick.com’s business purpose has been to provide
a platform for what the Company believes are emerging growth private and public companies.

During a continuous run of over fourteen (14 years) years www.theuptick.com has assisted many entre-
preneurs and small business owners in distributing their company’s information for the purpose of public
disclosure, public and private funding opportunities, introducing products and services and public rela-
tions and awareness.

B. Distribution methods of the products or services;

The Company distributes the www.theuptick.com products and services through the Internet. The Com-
pany has engaged legal counsel for licensing its patent portfolio.

C. Status of any publicly announced new product or service;
On March 29, 2007 the Company filed a patent infringement lawsuit against infoUSA.
On October 27, 2008, the district court ruled in favor of infoUSA on Summary Judgment.

The Company appealed the lower court decision on December 10, 2008 and on March 2, 2010 the court
ruled against the Company.

On, January 4, 2010, the Company petitioned the court for Rehearing En Banc. On February 23, 2010, the
En Banc Action was denied by the court.

On May 6, 2008 the Company announced a planned spin-off of its Willing Holding, Inc. subsidiary and
on July 31, 2008 the subsidiary was spun off to the Company’s shareholders. On August 19, 2009, Will-
ing Holding, Inc. was listed and began trading on the OTCBB under the symbol WHDX. Willing Hold-
ing, Inc. now trades as Valiant Healthcare, Inc. on the OTCBB under the symbol VHCI.

D. Competitive business conditions, the issuer’s competitive position in the industry, and methods
of competition;


http://www.uspto.gov/
http://www.theuptick.com/
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The Company believes that patent numbers 6,771,291, 7,353,199, 7,996,359 and each of the patents
pending are important intellectual properties that provide a competitive position in their respective indus-
tries. The Company believes that although it lost the patent litigation of its 6,631,400 patent, that the
courts were wrong in their ruling and that if at a future point the Company is able through legal means
over turn the lower court rulings it will take all possible remedies to do so.

The Company believes that each patent and patent pending in the portfolio covers an area of technology
and business methods that are in wide use by both the individual and business.

Although the Company’s patents provide certain protections and exclusive rights there is no guarantee
that Company will prevail in the protection of those exclusive rights or that there will be an adequate
marketplace of users for each patent.

E. Sources and availability of raw materials and the names of principal suppliers;

Does not apply.

F. Dependence on one or a few major customers;

The Company does not depend on one or a few major customers.

G. Patents, trademarks, licenses, franchises, concessions, royalty agreements or labor contracts, in-
cluding their duration; and

Patents
"METHOD FOR MANAGING BULK E-MAIL DISTRIBUTION" and was issued by the USPTO on Oc-
tober 7, 2003 and is patent number 6,631,400.

"METHOD FOR DEVELOPING ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS EMPLOYING MULTIPLE DISPLAY
REGIONS" was issued by the USPTO on August 3, 2004 and is patent number 6,771,291.

"METHOD OF MODERATING EXTERNAL ACCESS TO AN ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT AU-
THORING, DEVELOPMENT AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM" was issued by the USPTO on April 1,
2008 and is patent number 7,353,199.

"METHOD FOR DEVELOPING ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS PROVIDING E-COMMERCE
TOOLS" was issued by the USPTO on August 9, 2011 and is patent number 7,996,259.

Patents Pending
"METHOD FOR AUTHORING, DEVELOPING AND POSTING ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS" and

is a published patent application number 20030196171 and was initially filed on March 22, 1999. This
application was subsequently abandoned after losing an appeal with the USPTO after the effective date of
this annual report.

The Company filed a divisional application on June 15, 2004 for the patent "METHOD FOR DEVELOP-
ING ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS EMPLOYING MULTIPLE DISPLAY REGIONS” that was initially
filed on June 7, 2000.

The Company filed a continuation application on August 9, 2011 for the patent "METHOD FOR DE-
VELOPING ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS PROVIDING E-COMMERCE TOOLS" that was initially
filed on June 7, 2000.


http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&co1=AND&d=PTXT&s1=6,631,400.PN.&OS=PN/6,631,400&RS=PN/6,631,400
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=/netahtml/PTO/search-adv.htm&r=2&f=G&l=50&d=PTXT&p=1&p=1&S1=6,771,291&OS=6,771,291&RS=6,771,291
http://www.perfectwebtech.com/7353199.pdf
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&co1=AND&d=PTXT&s1=7,996,259&OS=7,996,259&RS=7,996,259
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Item 10.

H. The need for any government approval of principal products or services. Discuss the status of
any requested government approvals.

The Company is currently prosecuting its two remaining patent applications that are pending with the
United States Patent Office (USPTO). The two patents pending are divisional and continuation patent
applications whose patent was initially filed with the USPTO in 2000. There is no guarantee that the
USPTO will issue the remaining two patents.

THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF ISSUER'S FACILITIES:

Currently the Company uses 21218 St. Andrews Blvd. #131 Boca Raton, Florida, 33433 as its business
address.

SHARE STRCUTURE AND ISSUANCE HISTORY

THE EXACT TITLE AND CLASS OF THE SECURITIES.
The par value of the Class A Common Stock is $.001 per share.
The par value of the Class B Common Stock is $.01 per share.

The par value of the Convertible Preferred Stock is $0.01 per share.

Security Symbol - PWBI
CUSIP -71372T 107

DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURITIES.
The Company has two (2) classes of equity securities authorized:

350,000,000 Class A Common Stock par value $.001 each share of Class A Common Stock has one vote
per Common share.

150,000,000 Class B Common Stock par value $.01 each share of Class B Common Stock has 10 votes
per Common share.

The Company has one (1) class of blank check preferred securities authorized:
150,000,000 Preferred Stock par value $.01.

The Company has one (1) class of Convertible Preferred B securities authorized:
2,000,000 shares of Convertible Preferred B Stock par value $.01.

THE NUMBER OF SHARES OR TOTAL NUMBER OF THE SECURITIES OUTSTANDING
FOR EACH CLASS OD SECURITIES AUTHORIZED.

CLASS A COMMON SHARES SHARES PUBLIC NUMBER OF
AUTHORIZED OUTSTANDING FLOAT SHAREHOLDERS

YEAR END 2009 350,000,000 74,745,221 10,252,406 245

YEAR END 2010 350,000,000 83,245,221 10,252,406 245

YEAR 2011, OCTOBER 25 350,000,000 93,745,221 10,252,406 245

CLASS B COMMON SHARES SHARES PUBLIC NUMBER OF
AUTHORIZED OUTSTANDING FLOAT SHAREHOLDERS

YEAR END 2009 150,000,000 21,057,511 -0- 2
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YEAR END 2010 150,000,000 21,057,511 -0- 2

YEAR 2011, OCTOBER 25 150,000,000 21,057,511 -0- 2
CONVERTIBLE PREFERRED | SHARES SHARES PUBLIC NUMBER OF

B AUTHORIZED OUTSTANDING FLOAT SHAREHOLDERS
YEAR END 2009 1,500,000 124,000 -0- 1

YEAR END 2010 1,500,000 124,000 -0- 1

YEAR 2011, OCTOBER 25 1,500,000 124,000 -0- 1

LIST OF SECURITIES OFFERINGS AND SHARES ISSUED FOR SERVICES IN THE PAST
TWO YEARS.
2009

14,000,000 shares of Class A Common Stock were authorized to be issued in 2009

On September 11, 2009, the Company authorized the issuance and the Board of Directors determined it
to be in the best interest of the Company to issue shares of its Class A Common stock @ $.0036 (the cur-
rent market price) or 7,500,000 to its CEO Thomas L. DiStefano Il as per his employment contract and
for services.

On October 7, 2009, the Company authorized the issuance and the Board of Directors determined it to be
in the best interest of the Company to issue shares of its Class A Common stock @ $.0036 (the current
market price) or 2,000,000 shares of its Class A Common stock to its VP/Director(s) Christopher L. Mon-
teleone and Ray Johnston as per their employment contracts dictate for services.

On October 7, 2009, the Company authorized the issuance and the Board of Directors determined it to be
in the best interest of the Company to issue shares of its Class A Common stock @ $.0036 (the current
market price) or 2,500,000 shares of its Class A Common stock to its CEO/Chairman Thomas L. DiStefa-
no Il for special distinction in managing the Company and as per additional stock compensation as per
dictated by his employment contract.

The foregoing issued shares have not been registered under the securities act of 1933 and are  restricted
securities as that term is defined in rule 144 under the act. The shares were issued in reliance on Section
4(2) of the Securities Act.

As of December 31 2009, there are 74,745,221 shares of Class A Common Stock issued and outstanding.
As of December 31 2009, there are 21,057,511 shares of Class B Common Stock issued and outstanding.

As of December 31 2009, there are 124,000 shares of Convertible Preferred B Stock issued and outstand-
ing.

2010
8,500,000 shares of Class A Common Stock were authorized to be issued in 2010

On April 4, 2010, the Company authorized the issuance and the Board of Directors determined it to be in
the best interest of the Company to issue shares of its Class A Common stock @ $.0036 (the current mar-
ket price) or 7,500,000 to its CEO Thomas L. DiStefano Il as per his employment contract and for ser-
vices.

On April 4, 2010, the Company authorized the issuance and the Board of Directors determined it to be in
the best interest of the Company to issue shares of its Class A Common stock @ $.0036 (the current mar-
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ket price) or 1,000,000 shares of its Class A Common stock to its VP/Director Christopher L. Monteleone
as per his employment contract.

As of December 31 2010, there are 83,245,221 shares of Class A Common Stock issued and outstanding.
As of December 31 2010, there are 21,057,511 shares of Class B Common Stock issued and outstanding.

As of December 31 2010, there are 124,000 shares of Convertible Preferred B Stock issued and outstand-
ing.

Subsequent 2011
10,500,000 shares of Class A Common Stock were authorized to be issued in 2011

On April 4, 2011, the Company authorized the issuance and the Board of Directors determined it to be in
the best interest of the Company to issue shares of its Class A Common stock @ $.0036 (the current mar-
ket price) or 10,000,000 to its CEO Thomas L. DiStefano Il as per his employment contract and for ser-
vices.

On April 4, 2011, the Company authorized the issuance and the Board of Directors determined it to be in
the best interest of the Company to issue shares of its Class A Common stock @ $.0036 (the current mar-
ket price) or 500,000 shares of its Class A Common stock to its VP/Director Christopher L. Monteleone
as per his employment contract

As of October 25, 2011, there are 93,745,221 shares of Class A Common Stock issued and outstanding.
As of October 25, 2011, there are 21,057,511 shares of Class B Common Stock issued and outstanding.

As of October 25, 2011, there are 124,000 shares of Convertible Preferred B Stock issued and outstand-
ing.

MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL STRUCTURE

NAMES OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS AND CONTROL PERSONS

The following persons currently serve on the Company's Board of Directors and are executive officers of
the Company.

A. Executive Officers and Directors.
All the following officers and directors business address is the Company’s principle office.

Thomas L. DiStefano 11

Chief Executive Officer and Chairman. Mr. DiStefano founded the Company in July 1997 and became
Chairman in July 1997. From January 1993 to June 1997, Mr. DiStefano was the President of TLD3 In-
vestment Group, Inc. From June 1991 to December 1992, Mr. DiStefano was a Series 7 and 63 Registered
Representative. Mr. DiStefano is the inventor of all the patents and patents pending in the Company’s IP
portfolio. Mr. DiStefano received a B.A. Economics from Eastern Connecticut State University.

Christopher L. Monteleone
Vice President and Director. Mr. Monteleone co-founded the Company in July 1997 and became Direc-
tor in July 1997. From July 1994 to June 1997, Mr. Monteleone was the Vice President of TLD3 Invest-



ment Group, Inc. From March 1993 to June 1994, Mr. Monteleone was a Sales Manager at Bally’s Health
and Fitness. From August 1991 to February 1993, Mr. Monteleone was a Series 7 and 63 Registered
Representative.

Ray Johnston

CTO and Director. Mr. Johnston became the Company’s CTO in 2003 and a Director in March 2004.
From June 1992 to present Mr. Johnston has been the President of Digital Vision Corporation. From Oc-
tober 1991 until February 1994 Mr. Johnston was a technology industry consultant and worked with IBM
0S/2 systems. From July 1985 to October 1991 Mr. Johnston was an independent contractor for the oil
and gas, construction and domestic security industries. From January 1980 until July 1985 Mr. Johnston
was Director of Analytical Services for Gulf Oil. Mr. Johnston received a Certification from United
States School of Applied Aerospace Sciences, studied Electronics Technology at University of Houston,
and Physics at Tennessee Technology University.

The following table sets forth the ownership for each class of equity securities of the Issuer owned bene-
ficially and of record by all directors and officers of the Issuer as of October 25, 2011.

NAME OF DIRECTOR or CLASS A % CLASS B % % A AND B
OFFICER COMMON STOCK COMMON STOCK VOTING RIGHTS
THOMAS L. DISTEFANO III 57,942,964 61.8 18,452,653 87.6 79.7
CHRISTOPHER L. MONTELEONE 9,394,858 10.0 2,604,858 12.4 11.6
RAY JOHNSTON 4,699,910 5.03
TOTAL INSIDER OWNERSHIP 61,537,732 73.9 21,057,511 100 91.3

The following table sets forth the ownership for each class of equity securities of the Issuer owned bene-
ficially and of record by all directors and officers of the Issuer as of December 31, 2010.

NAME OF DIRECTOR or CLASS A % CLASSB % % A AND B
OFFICER COMMON STOCK COMMON STOCK VOTING RIGHTS
THOMAS L. DISTEFANO I11 47,942,964 57.6 18,452,653 87.6 78.8
CHRISTOPHER L. MONTELEONE 8,894,858 10.7 2,604,858 12.4 11.9
RAY JOHNSTON 4,699,910 6.3
TOTAL INSIDER OWNERSHIP 61,537,732 73.9 21,057,511 100 90.7

The following table sets forth the ownership for each class of equity securities of the Issuer owned bene-
ficially and of record by all directors and officers of the Issuer as of December 31, 2009.

NAME OF DIRECTOR or CLASS A % CLASS B % % A AND B
OFFICER COMMON STOCK COMMON STOCK VOTING RIGHTS
THOMAS L. DISTEFANO II1 40,442,964 54.1 18,452,653 87.6 78.8
CHRISTOPHER L. MONTELEONE 7,894,585 10.6 2,604,858 124 11.9
RAY JOHNSTON 4,699,910 6.3
TOTAL INSIDER OWNERSHIP 53,037,731 71.0 21,057,511 100 90.7
Item 8:

B. Legal/Disciplinary History.
None.
C. Disclosure of Certain Relationships.

None.



Item 13.

Item 14.

D. Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest
None.
BENEFICAL OWNERS

As of December 31, 2009.
Thomas L. DiStefano 111, CEO/Chairman, 40,442,964,

18,452,653,

Christopher L. Monteleone, VP/Director, 7,894,585,
2,604,858,

Ray Johnston, CTO/Director, 4,699,910

As of December 31, 2010.
Thomas L. DiStefano I, CEO/Chairman, 47,942,964

18,452,653,

Christopher L. Monteleone, VP/Director, 8,894,858,
2,604,858,

Ray Johnston, CTO/Director, 4,699,910,

As of October 25, 2011.
Thomas L. DiStefano I, CEO/Chairman, 57,942,964

18,452,653,

Christopher L. Monteleone, VP/Director, 9,394,858,
2,604,858,

Ray Johnston, CTO/Director, 4,699,910,

THE NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL ADDRSS OF EACH OF THE
FOLLOWING OUTSIDE PROVIDERS THAT ADVISE THE ISSUER ON MATTERS RELAT-

54.1%, Class A Common Stock
87.6%, Class B Common Stock
10.6%, Class A Common Stock
12.4%, Class B Common Stock

6.3%, Class A Common Stock

57.6%, Class A Common Stock
87.6%, Class B Common Stock
10.7%, Class A Common Stock
12.4%, Class B Common Stock

6.3%, Class A Common Stock

61.8%, Class A Common Stock
87.6%, Class B Common Stock
10.0%, Class A Common Stock
12.4%, Class B Common Stock

5.0%, Class A Common Stock

ING TO THE OPERATIONS, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND DISCLOSURE:

1. Investment Banker

None.

2. Promoters

None.

3. Counsel

Richard D. Seay, Esq.

2514 Hollywood Blvd., Ste 300

Hollywood, FL 3030
richseayattorney@bellsouth.net

The Company has engaged the following Intellectual Property legal counsel.

Carey Rodriguez Greenberg & Paul LLP
1395 Brickel Avenue

Suite 700

Miami, FL33131


mailto:richseayattorney@bellsouth.net

PART D

Item 15.

ltem 16.

Item 17.

305-372-7474
jcarey@crgplaw.com
sgreenbery@crgplaw.com

4. Accounting

The Company is currently preparing 2009/2010 year ended consolidated financial statements.
5. Public Relations Consultant

None.

6. Investor Relations Consultant

None.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR THE ISUER’S MOST RECENT FISCAL PERIOD.

The Company's most recent year-end consolidated financial statements for the year ended 2010 have not
been prepared or are available for this report.

SIMILAR FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR SUCH PART OF TWO PRECEDING FISCAL
YEARS AS THE ISSUER OR IT'S PREDECESSOR HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE:

N/A
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS OR PLAN OF OPERATION.
Overview

We were organized under the laws of the State of Florida on the 31° day of July 1997 as The Up-Tick,
Inc. OnJuly 15, 1999 we changed our name to e-Possibility.com, Inc.

On November 17, 2000 we entered into an agreement (the "Merger Agreement™) to merge with The Per-
fect Web Corporation and StrategicByte, Inc., privately held Florida corporations. As of November 17,
2000, the date of the merger agreement, these companies merged into the Company. Prior to the merger,
The Perfect Web Corporation owned the rights and title to the patents pending, technology, and trade-
marks and other technologies. Two of the stockholders of The Perfect Web Corporation and Strategic-
Byte, Inc., were Executive Officers of the Company and owned 78.0% collectively of the common stock
of the Company, owned 98% and 79% of common stock of The Perfect Web Corporation and Stategic-
Byte, Inc., respectively.

Under the terms of the Merger Agreement, the Perfect Web Corporation stockholders exchanged their
shares at a ratio of 1-to-1 for a total of 1,250,000 common shares of the Company and StrategicByte, Inc
exchanged their shares at a ratio of 1-to-1 and %2-to-1 for a total of 2,446,587 shares. As all companies
were under common control, the combination of the three companies is deemed to be a purchase and ac-
counted for as an "As If" pooling of interests, whereby the combined assets and liabilities are recorded on
an historical basis.

On November 17, 2000, we changed our name to Sticky Web, Inc., the surviving company


mailto:jcarey@crgplaw.com
mailto:sgreenbery@crgplaw.com

By Written Authorization of a majority of shareholders and pursuant to Florida Statutes, Section
607.0704, through an action by Written Consent, our Board of Directors adopted and the authorized to
change our name to Perfect Web Technologies, Inc. on December 1, 2006 and the name change became
effective on December 6, 2006.

Liquidity and Capital Resources

We believe that we will need to raise additional capital to finance our patent litigation and to implement our
proposed operations over the next 12 months. We intend to seek additional funds as needed in the future in
order to finance patent licensing campaigns, and to expand our merchant banking, marketing and
promotional capabilities.

LITIGATION EVENT:

On March 29, 2007 the Company filed a patent infringement action against infoUSA, Inc. (NAS-
DAQ:IUSA now known as infoGROUP, Inc.) of Omaha, NE in the US District Court for the Southern
District of Florida.

The infringement lawsuit sought damages and an injunction against further infringement. The suit sought
to enforce Patent 6,631,400, issued by the US Patent Office to Thomas L. DiStefano, Ill, Chairman and
CEO, on October 7th 2003. The patent entitled "METHOD FOR MANAGING BULK E-MAIL DISTRI-
BUTION" protects key elements of processes used in the e-mail marketing and management industry.
See Exhibit “B”.

On October 27, 2008, the district court entered an Order granting infoUSA’s motion for summary judg-
ment on invalidity, and entered final judgment in favor of infoUSA and against the Company.

The Company appealed the lower court decision on December 10, 2008 and on February 23, 2008, the
Company filed appeal briefs in the 6,631,400 patent infringement case brought against infoUSA, Inc. On,
December 2, 2009 the court ruled against the Company.

On, January 4, 2010, the Company petitioned the court for Rehearing En Banc. On February 23, 2010, the
En Banc Action was denied by the court.

On October 1, 2009, a shareholder received a judgment against the Company for $42,984.40. The Com-
pany has paid $8,000.00 and has a balance of $32,984.40 plus interest

RECENT EVENTS:

On January 8, 2010, the Company signed an intellectual property brokerage agreement with a company to
sell or cause a transaction to sell or license the Company’s portfolio of intellectual properties.

SUBSEQUENT EVENTS:

On August 9, 2011, patent number 7,996,259, METHOD FOR DEVELOPING ELECTRONIC DOCU-
MENST PROVIDING E-COMMERCE TOOLS, was issued by the United States Patent Office. Thomas
L. DiStefano Il is the inventor of the patent.

On August 9, 2011, the Company filed a continuation patent application for patent number 7,996,259,
METHOD FOR DEVELOPING ELECTRONIC DOCUMENST PROVIDING E-COMMERCE TOOLS,
was issued by the United States Patent Office. Thomas L. DiStefano Il is the inventor of the patent.



PART E

Item 18.

EXHIBITS AND ATTACHMENTS.
MATERIAL CONTRACTS

Key Officer Employment Agreements

Thomas L. DiStefano 11, Chief Executive Officer and President, pursuant to a written agreement dated
July 15, 2001, and continuing for ten (10) years, in consideration for his services to the Company, Mr.
DiStefano will receive an annual base Salary of $150,000. Mr. DiStefano has agreed to receive a reduced
salary at the discretion of the Company. Mr. DiStefano has agreed to accept up to one hundred percent
(100%) of his annual cash compensation in the Company’s Class A Common Stock.

Christopher L. Monteleone, Vice President, pursuant to a written agreement dated July 15, 2001, and con-
tinuing for ten (10) years, in consideration for his services to the Company, Mr. Monteleone will receive
an annual base Salary of $90,000. Mr. Monteleone has agreed to receive a reduced salary at the discre-
tion of the Company. Mr. Monteleone has agreed to accept up to one hundred percent (100%) of his an-
nual cash compensation in the Company’s Class A Common Stock.

The following Exhibits are attached hereto:
"A" October 2011, 2010 and 2009 Balance Sheet, P&L and Statement of Cash Flow.

“B” Issued patents 6,631,400, 6,771,291, 7,353,199 and 7,996,259.


http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&p=1&u=/netahtml/search-bool.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&co1=AND&d=ptxt&s1=6,631,400&OS=6,631,400&RS=6,631,400
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&p=1&u=/netahtml/search-bool.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&co1=AND&d=ptxt&s1=6,771,291&OS=6,771,291&RS=6,771,291

CERTIFICATION

I, Thomas L. DiStefano 11, hereby certify that | have reviewed the Annual Disclosure Statement, Exhibits, and all notes
thereto and based on my knowledge does not contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state a material
fact, and are not misleading with respect to the periods covered in this Disclosure Statement.

Based on my knowledge, the financial statements, and other financial information included or incorporated by reference
in this Disclosure Statement, fairly present in all material respects the financial condition, results of operations, cash flows
of Perfect Web Technologies, Inc. for the periods presented in this Disclosure Statement and I, having full authority to
sign on behalf of the Company hereby certify that the information is complete and presented fairly, in all material re-
spects.

Dated this 25th day of October, 2011.

PERFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Certified by: /s/ Thomas L. DiStefano 111
Thomas L. DiStefano |11, CEO and Chairman




THE BOARD OF PERFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
To the Shareholders:

The Balance Sheets, P&L’s and Cash Flows provided in this report reflect the years 2009, 2010 and as of October 2011
and activity that occurred in those years for Perfect Web Technologies, Inc. and Subsidiaries. The Balance Sheets, P&L’s
and Cash Flows were prepared by the Company. These reports do not include accrued liabilities relating to outstanding
debentures or any other expenses that occurred prior to 20009.

The Company has begun the process to engage a certified public accounting firm for the preparation of year-end GAAP
audits for the years 2010-2009 that will include the related consolidated statements of operations, stockholders equity and
cash flows.

Prepared by the Company
October 25, 2011



EXHIBIT “A”

Balance Sheet, P&L and Income Statement
October 2011, 2010 and 2009



PEFFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Balance Sheet
As of December 31, 2009

Dec 31, 09
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
PERFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, |I... 29.57
Total Checking/Savings 29.57
Total Current Assets 29.57
TOTAL ASSETS 29.57
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities
GTAYLOR 5,000.00
HORAN/EQUITY 35,984.40
HORAN/LEGAL -10,984.40
TLD3 1,550.00
TLDJR 15,500.00
Total Other Current Liabilities 47,050.00
Total Current Liabilities 47,050.00
Total Liabilities 47,050.00
Equity
Retained Earnings -42,292.34
Net Income -4,728.09
Total Equity -47,020.43

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 29.57



PEFFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Profit & Loss
January through December 2009

Jan - Dec 09
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Services Income 10,437.40
Total Income 10,437.40

Expense
Advertising and Promotion 326.99
Bank Service Charges 141.07
Business Licenses and Permits 521.30
Computer and Internet Expenses 816.95
Meals and Entertainment 461.67
Office Supplies 1,927.80
Postage and Delivery 211.36
Printing and Reproduction 196.92
Professional Fees 5,115.04
Telephone Expense 1,707.30
Travel Expense 2,341.23
Uncategorized Expenses 1,226.98
Utilities 170.88
Total Expense 15,165.49
Net Ordinary Income -4,728.09

Net Income -4,728.09



PEFFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Statement of Cash Flows
January through December 2009

Jan - Dec 09
OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Net Income -4,728.09
Adjustments to reconcile Net Income
to net cash provided by operations:
HORAN/EQUITY 5,984.40
HORAN/LEGAL -10,984.40
TLD3 -4,750.00
TLDJR 7,500.00
Net cash provided by Operating Activities -6,978.09
Net cash increase for period -6,978.09
Cash at beginning of period 7,007.66

Cash at end of period 29.57



PEFFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Balance Sheet
As of December 31, 2010

Dec 31, 10
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
PERFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, |I... 964.07
Total Checking/Savings 964.07
Total Current Assets 964.07
TOTAL ASSETS 964.07
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities
GTAYLOR 5,000.00
HORAN/EQUITY 32,984.40
HORAN/LEGAL -10,984.40
TLD3 4,016.74
TLD4 291.24
TLDJR 15,500.00
Total Other Current Liabilities 46,807.98
Total Current Liabilities 46,807.98
Total Liabilities 46,807.98
Equity
Retained Earnings -47,020.43
Net Income 1,176.52
Total Equity -45,843.91

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 964.07



PEFFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Profit & Loss
January through December 2010

Jan - Dec 10
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Services Income 20,485.39
Uncategorized Income 342.39
Total Income 20,827.78

Expense
Advertising and Promotion 603.67
Bank Service Charges 297.10
Business Licenses and Permits 300.00
COMMISION 9,633.00
COMMISSION 2,600.00
Meals and Entertainment 1,280.10
Office Supplies 1,139.90
Postage and Delivery 40.36
Printing and Reproduction 151.27
Professional Fees 70.00
Telephone Expense 1,347.69
Travel Expense 1,290.80
Uncategorized Expenses 897.37
Total Expense 19,651.26
Net Ordinary Income 1,176.52

Net Income 1,176.52



PEFFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Statement of Cash Flows
January through December 2010

Jan - Dec 10
OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Net Income 1,176.52
Adjustments to reconcile Net Income
to net cash provided by operations:
HORAN/EQUITY -3,000.00
TLD3 2,466.74
TLD4 291.24
Net cash provided by Operating Activities 934.50
Net cash increase for period 934.50
Cash at beginning of period 29.57

Cash at end of period 964.07



PEFFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Balance Sheet
As of October 20, 2011

Oct 20, 11
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
PERFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, |I... 2.83
Total Checking/Savings 2.83
Total Current Assets 2.83
TOTAL ASSETS 2.83
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities
GTAYLOR 5,000.00
HORAN/EQUITY 32,984.40
HORAN/LEGAL -10,984.40
TLD3 5,445.38
TLD4 532.98
TLDJR 15,500.00
Total Other Current Liabilities 48,478.36
Total Current Liabilities 48,478.36
Total Liabilities 48,478.36
Equity
Retained Earnings -45,843.91
Net Income -2,631.62
Total Equity -48,475.53

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 2.83



PEFFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Profit & Loss
January 1 through October 20, 2011

Jan 1 - Oct 20, 11

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income
Uncategorized Income 3,949.74
Total Income 3,949.74
Expense
Bank Service Charges 119.00
Business Licenses and Permits 150.00
LEGAL 500.00
Meals and Entertainment 1,239.70
Office Supplies 1,047.81
Postage and Delivery 47.92
Printing and Reproduction 2542
Professional Fees 1,450.00
Telephone Expense 699.45
Travel Expense 652.45
Uncategorized Expenses 513.61
Utilities 136.00
Total Expense 6,581.36
Net Ordinary Income -2,631.62

Net Income -2,631.62



PEFFECT WEB TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

Statement of Cash Flows
January 1 through October 20, 2011

Jan 1 - Oct 20, 11

OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Net Income -2,631.62
Adjustments to reconcile Net Income
to net cash provided by operations:

TLD3 1,428.64

TLD4 241.74

Net cash provided by Operating Activities -961.24
Net cash increase for period -961.24
Cash at beginning of period 964.07

Cash at end of period 2.83



EXHIBIT “B”

Issued patents 6,631,400, 6,771,291, 7,353,199 and 7,996,259



United States Patent 6,631,400
DiStefano, 111 October 7, 2003

Method For Managing Bulk E-Mail Distribution

Abstract

A method for managing bulk e-mail distribution can include the steps of matching a target recipient profile with a group
of target recipients; transmitting a set of bulk e-mails to the target recipients in the matched group; and, calculating a
guantity of e-mails in the set of bulk e-mails which have been successfully received by the target recipients. If the
calculated quantity does not exceed a prescribed minimum quantity of successfully received e-mails, the matching,
transmitting and calculating steps can be repeated until the calculated quantity exceeds the prescribed minimum quantity.
Notably, in the preferred embodiment, the group of target recipients is an opt-in list.

Inventors: DiStefano, 111; Thomas L. (2898 NW. 26th St., Boca Raton, FL 33434)
Appl. No.: 548167

Filed: April 13, 2000
Current U.S. Class: 709/206; 707/3; 707/6
Intern’'l Class: GO6F 015/16; GO6F 017/30
Field of Search: 707/3,10,6 187/396 709/206,224 705/14
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Claims

What is claimed is:

1. A method for managing bulk e-mail distribution comprising the steps:

(A) matching a target recipient profile with a group of target recipients;

(B) transmitting a set of bulk e-mails to said target recipients in said matched group;

(C) calculating a quantity of e-mails in said set of bulk e-mails which have been successfully received by said target
recipients; and,

(D) if said calculated quantity does not exceed a prescribed minimum quantity of successfully received e-mails, repeating
steps (A)-(C) until said calculated quantity exceeds said prescribed minimum quantity.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein said transmitting step comprises the steps of:

selecting among said group of target recipients a subset of target recipients; and,

transmitting said set of bulk e-mails to said subset of target recipients.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein said repeating step comprises the steps of:

if said calculated quantity does not exceed said prescribed minimum quantity of successfully received e-mails, selecting
among said group of target recipients a new subset of target recipients and repeating said steps (A)-(C) using said new
subset of target recipients in said transmitting step until said calculated quantity exceeds said prescribed minimum
quantity.

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of:

calculating an assessment corresponding to said prescribed quantity of e-mails and said target recipient profile; and,
charging said assessment to a subscribing marketeer.



5. The method according to claim 1, wherein said group of target recipients is an opt-in list.
6. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of:

(E) calculating among said quantity of e-mails in said set of bulk e-mails which have been successfully received by said
target recipients, a quantity of e-mails opened by said target recipients; and,

(F) if said quantity of opened e-mails does not exceed a prescribed minimum quantity of opened e-mails, repeating steps
(A)-(C) and (E) until said quantity of opened e-mails exceeds said prescribed minimum quantity.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein said transmitting step comprises the steps of:

specifying a date and time for transmitting said set of bulk e-mails; and,

transmitting said set of bulk e-mails to said target recipients in said matched group at said specified date and time.

8. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of generating a status report identifying a quantity of e-
mails successfully transmitted to said target recipients and a quantity of e-mails successfully received by said target
recipients.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein said status report further identifies e-mails opened by said target recipients.

10. The method according to claim 8, further comprising transmitting said status report by e-mail to a subscribing
marketeer.

11. A machine readable storage, having stored thereon a computer program having a plurality of code sections executable
by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of:

(A) matching a target recipient profile with a group of target recipients;
(B) transmitting a set of bulk e-mails to said target recipients in said matched group;

(C) calculating a quantity of e-mails in said set of bulk e-mails which have been successfully received by said target
recipients; and,

(D) if said calculated quantity does not exceed a prescribed minimum quantity of successfully received e-mails, repeating
steps (A)-(C) until said calculated quantity exceeds said prescribed minimum quantity.

12. The machine readable storage according to claim 11, wherein said transmitting step comprises the steps of:
selecting among said group of target recipients a subset of target recipients; and,

transmitting said set of bulk e-mails to said subset of target recipients.

13. The machine readable storage according to claim 12, wherein said repeating step comprises the steps of:

if said calculated quantity does not exceed said prescribed minimum quantity of successfully received e-mails, selecting
among said group of target recipients a new subset of target recipients and repeating said steps (A)-(C) using said new
subset of target recipients in said transmitting step until said calculated quantity exceeds said prescribed minimum

quantity.

14. The machine readable storage according to claim 11, further comprising the steps of:



calculating an assessment corresponding to said prescribed quantity of e-mails and said target recipient profile; and,
charging said assessment to a subscribing marketeer.

15. The machine readable storage according to claim 11, wherein said group of target recipients is an opt-in list.

16. The machine readable storage according to claim 11, further comprising the steps of:

(E) calculating among said quantity of e-mails in said set of bulk e-mails which have been successfully received by said
target recipients, a quantity of emails opened by said target recipients; and,

(F) if said quantity of opened e-mails does not exceed a prescribed minimum quantity of opened e-mails, repeating steps
(A)-(C) and (E) until said quantity of opened e-mails exceeds said prescribed minimum quantity.

17. The machine readable storage according to claim 11, wherein said transmitting step comprises the steps of:
specifying a date and time for transmitting said set of bulk e-mails; and,

transmitting said set of bulk e-mails to said target recipients in said matched group at said specified date and time.

18. The machine readable storage according to claim 11, further comprising the step of generating a status report
identifying a quantity of e-mails successfully transmitted to said target recipients and a quantity of e-mails successfully

received by said target recipients.

19. The machine readable storage according to claim 18, wherein said status report further identifies e-mails opened by
said target recipients.

20. The machine readable storage according to claim 18, further comprising transmitting said status report by e-mail to a
subscribing marketeer.

Description
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
(Not Applicable)
STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT
(Not Applicable)
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Technical Field

This invention relates to the field of bulk electronic mail distribution and more particularly to a system and method for
managing bulk electronic mail distribution.

2. Description of the Related Art

The Internet is a new common carrier for information which has already signaled major transformations in virtually all
segments of society, in virtually every corner of the globe. At this early and fervent stage of development, Internet usage
is widespread among individuals and business entities. Among individuals and business entities, electronic mail (e-mail)
is an often used component of the Internet. More and more, individuals and business entities rely upon e-mail as a



secondary, if not primary, means of communications with other individuals and business entities.

Prior to the advent of e-mail, conventional marketeers utilized bulk mail sent through the U.S. Postal Service in order to
reach an audience of potential customers. Naturally, the Internet provided a new, more efficient and less expensive
medium to transmit bulk mail. Consequently, several organizations have evolved by offering various bulk e-mailing
services. Examples of organizations offering bulk e-mailing services include the Internet Web sites
http://www.emailtoday.com and http://www.postmasterdirect.com.

Many bulk e-mailing services offer "opt-in" targeted e-mail. In an opt-in bulk e-mailing service, marketing material is
bulk e-mailed to a list of recipients. Unlike ordinary bulk e-mail lists, however, the recipients in the opt-in bulk e-mail list
can pre-register their preferences to receive marketing material relating to selected topics. Thus, a recipient in an opt-in
bulk e-mailing list having an interest in automobiles, but not snow skiing, would receive marketing material bulk e-mailed
on behalf of General Motors, Inc., but not Rossignol, Inc. Similarly, a recipient in an opt-in bulk e-mailing list having an
interest in reading, but not bicycling, would receive marketing material bulk e-mailed on behalf of Barnes and Noble, Inc.,
but not Schwinn, Inc.

Many of the opt-in bulk e-mailing services permit a customer to select from a number of categorized bulk e-mailing lists.
As a result, each categorized bulk e-mailing lists contain a list of recipients having an interest in the corresponding
category. Moreover, often, the price charged to the customer for a bulk e-mailing can be based on the selected category.
Alternatively, the price charged to the customer for a bulk e-mailing can depend on the number of e-mails sent.

Still, present bulk e-mailing services do not provide an optimized level of efficiency. Specifically, the timing of a bulk e-
mail transmission can bear upon the effectiveness of the bulk e-mail. For example, a bulk e-mail transmitted to a business
on a Friday evening may not be read until Monday morning. By then, however, the bulk e-mail can become buried among
a multiplicity of other e-mails transmitted between Friday afternoon and Monday morning. As a result, the recipient is less
likely to find time to read the ill-timed bulk e-mail.

In addition, often the opt-in bulk e-mail lists contain out-dated e-mail addresses for opt-in recipients. In consequence, it is
possible for bulk e-mails targeted for a recipient to never reach the intended target. Unfortunately, present bulk e-mail
systems cannot identify the effectiveness of a bulk e-mail transmission by recognizing those bulk e-mails not reaching
their target recipient. Moreover, present bulk e-mail systems cannot ensure the effectiveness of a bulk e-mail transmission
by re-transmitting those bulk e-mails recognized as not reaching their target recipient. Finally, present bulk e-mail systems
do not report to a customer on the overall effectiveness of the bulk e-mail transmission. Hence, bulk e-mail customers
cannot effectively evaluate the efficiency of a bulk e-mail service.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A method for managing bulk e-mail distribution can include the steps of matching a target recipient profile with a group
of target recipients; transmitting a set of bulk e-mails to the target recipients in the matched group; and, calculating a
quantity of e-mails in the set of bulk e-mails which have been successfully received by the target recipients. If the
calculated quantity does not exceed a prescribed minimum quantity of successfully received e-mails, the matching,
transmitting and calculating steps can be repeated until the calculated quantity exceeds the prescribed minimum quantity.
Notably, in the preferred embodiment, the group of target recipients is an opt-in list.

The transmitting step can comprise the steps of: selecting among the group of target recipients a subset of target
recipients; and, transmitting the set of bulk e-mails to the subset of target recipients. Where a subset of target recipients is
selected among the group of target recipients, the repeating step can comprise the steps of: if the calculated quantity does
not exceed the prescribed minimum quantity of successfully received e-mails, selecting among the group of target
recipients a new subset of target recipients and repeating each of the matching, transmitting and calculating steps using the
new subset of target recipients until the calculated quantity exceeds the prescribed minimum guantity.

A method for managing bulk e-mail distribution can further comprise the steps of: calculating an assessment
corresponding to the prescribed quantity of e-mails and the target recipient profile; and, charging the assessment to a



subscribing marketeer. Moreover, the method can further comprise the steps of: calculating among the quantity of e-mails
in the set of bulk e-mails which have been successfully received by the target recipients, a quantity of e-mails opened by
the target recipients. If the quantity of opened e-mails does not exceed a prescribed minimum quantity of opened e-mails,
each of the matching, transmitting and both calculating steps can be repeated until the quantity of opened e-mails exceeds
the prescribed minimum quantity.

In the preferred embodiment, the transmitting step can include the steps of: specifying a date and time for transmitting the
set of bulk e-mails; and, transmitting the set of bulk e-mails to the target recipients in the matched group at the specified
date and time. In addition, the method can further comprise the step of generating a status report identifying a quantity of
e-mails successfully transmitted to the target recipients and a quantity of e-mails successfully received by the target
recipients. The status report can further identify e-mails opened by the target recipients. Finally, the status report can be
transmitted by e-mail to a subscribing marketeer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

There are presently shown in the drawings embodiments which are presently preferred, it being understood, however, that
the invention is not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumentalities shown.

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a system for managing bulk e-mail distribution.

FIG. 2 is an illustration of a bulk e-mail Web site server suitable for performing a method for managing bulk e-mail
distribution.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a method for managing bulk e-mail distribution.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention concerns a method for providing automated Internet bulk e-mail, data report, and response services.
Unlike prior art bulk e-mail systems, the method can ensure delivery of a specified quantity of bulk e-mail to a specified
group of target recipients. In addition, unlike prior art bulk e-mail services, users of a system incorporating the inventive
method can specify the time and date of initial delivery of the bulk e-mails. In order to ensure the delivery of a specified
guantity of bulk e-mail to a specified group of target recipients, the inventive method can monitor the status of each e-mail
initially transmitted to the group of target recipients. If a specified quantity of bulk e-mail is not successfully received by
the target recipients, the method can select additional target recipients and transmit an additional quantity of bulk e-mail to
the additional target recipients. The process can repeat until the specified quantity of bulk e-mail has been successfully
delivered.

The method can be implemented in a system for managing bulk e-mail distribution. FIG. 1 illustrates a system for
managing bulk e-mail distribution. The system can include marketeers 1 who are clients of the system, groups of target
recipients 3 who are potential customers of the marketeers 1, a bulk e-mail Web site server 2 for brokering the relationship
between the marketeers 1 and the groups of target recipient 3, and the Internet 4 which performs the role of a
communications medium.

In a system for managing bulk e-mail distribution, each group of target recipients 3 represents an opt-in list of target
recipients. Specifically, each target recipient chooses to become a member of a particular group according to marketing
preferences. That is, those target recipients interested in bicycling can be grouped into the group of target recipients A 8.
Similarly, those target recipients interested in movies can be grouped into the group of target recipients B 9. Finally, those
target recipients interested in politics can be grouped into the group of target recipients C 10. By selecting particular
groupings, each group of target recipients 3 can receive bulk e-mails relating only to the selected preference
corresponding to the selected grouping. Hence, recipients in group A 8 can receive only bulk e-mails relating to bicycling,
recipients in group B 9 can receive only bulk e-mails relating to movies, and recipients in group C 10 can receive only



bulk e-mails relating to politics. Still, nothing herein limits a recipient to membership in merely one group. Rather, any
recipient can belong to a multiplicity of groups. Furthermore, the above illustrative groupings are for illustrative purposes
only. The present invention is not limited in this regard. Rather, the system can incorporate any number of groups relating
to an unrestricted type of grouping.

In order to present marketing material to the groups of target recipients 3 residing on the Internet 4, marketeers 1 can
register a preferred target recipient profile with the bulk e-mail Web site server 2. Using the registered target profile, the
bulk e-mail Web site server 2 can identify target recipients having interests relating to the marketing material, and
transmit the marketing material to the identified target recipients. In consequence of the grouping of the target recipients,
each marketeer offering a particular type of product or service, for example, marketeer A 5 offering bicycles, marketeer B
6 offering video rentals, and marketeer C 7 soliciting political campaign donations, can transmit bulk e-mail containing
the marketing material directly to those target recipients having a particular interest in the subject matter of the marketeers
1. For instance, marketeer A 5 can transmit bulk e-mail only to the group of target recipients A 8, who have an interest in
bicycling products. Similarly, marketeer B 6 can transmit bulk e-mail only to the group of target recipients B 9, who have
an interest in movie-related products. Finally, marketeer C 7 can transmit bulk e-mail only to the group of target recipients
C 10, who have an interest in politics. As before, however, the above examples are presented for illustrative purposes. The
invention is not limited in this regard. Rather, the marketeers 1 can provide bulk e-mails relating to any number and type
of products and services to the groups of target recipients 3 through the bulk e-mail Web site server 2.

FIG. 2 illustrates a bulk e-mail Web site server 2 suitable for use in the present invention. A bulk e-mail Web site server 2
in accordance with the inventive arrangements can be implemented in a computer system using commercially available
software development tools for example Microsoft Visual InterDev.RTM. 6.0 from Microsoft Corporation of Redmond,
Wiash. The bulk e-mail Web site server 2 can be preferably comprised of a computer system 28 including a central
processing unit (CPU), one or more memory devices and associated circuitry. The computer system 28 can further include
at least one user interface display unit 20 such as a video data terminal (VDT) and a keyboard 21, both operatively
connected to the computer. The computer system 28 also can include a floppy disk drive (FDD) 22, compact disc drive
(CD-ROM) 23, fixed disk drive (HDD) 24, random access memory (RAM) 25 and suitable network interface circuitry
(NIC) 26. Still, neither the VDT 20, keyboard 21, FDD 22, or CD-ROM 23 are necessary for the operation of the bulk e-
mail Web site server 2.

The computer system 28 can include an operating system (OS) stored in the HDD 24 and, upon execution, loaded in RAM
25. The OS can include any suitable OS for example Linux freely downloadable from the Internet at http://www.linux.org,
WindowsNT available for a fee from Microsoft Corporation of Redmond, Wash., or Solaris available for a fee from Sun
Microsystems, Inc. of Palo Alto, Calif. In the preferred embodiment, a Web server can execute on top of the OS.
Examples of suitable Web servers include, but are not limited to the Apache Web Server freely downloadable from the
Internet at http://www.linux.org, Internet Information Server available for a fee from Microsoft Corporation of Redmond,
Wash. and iPlanet Web Server Enterprise Edition 4.0 (formerly Netscape Enterprise Server) available for a fee from Sun
Microsystems, Inc. of Palo Alto, Calif.

The HDD 24 can be any commercially available fixed disk drive, for example the Caviar line of hard disk drives marketed
by Western Digital Corporation of Irvine, Calif. The HDD 24 can communicate with the computer system 28 through any
suitable interface, for example Fast-ATA, SCSI or IDE. The HDD 24 can further store the above-identified OS and the
Web server. Naturally, both the OS and the Web server can communicate with the HDD 24 using conventional file 1/0
methods, well known in the art. Notably, a routine set of instructions for performing the inventive method 100 can be
stored in the HDD 24.

Remote computers, for example the marketeers 1 on the Internet 4 as shown in FIG. 1, can communicate with the Web
server residing in the bulk e-mail Web site server 2 through the NIC 26. The NIC 26 can be any suitable network interface
card, for example those Ethernet adapter cards available from 3COM Corporation of Santa Clara, Calif. Significantly, the
above-identified OSs and Web servers can connect to the Internet through commercially available Ethernet adapter cards.

The CPU can be comprised of any suitable microprocessor or other electronic processing unit, as is well known to those
skilled in the art. An example of such a CPU would include the Pentium or Pentium Il brand microprocessor available



from Intel Corporation or any similar microprocessor. Finally, RAM 25 can be any suitable form of memory, recognizable
and utilizable by the OS executing on the computer system 28. Notably, although the routine set of instructions for
performing the inventive method 100 can be stored in the HDD 24, upon execution, the method 100 can be loaded into
RAM 25 and each instruction contained therein can be executed by the CPU. The various hardware requirements for the
computer system as described herein can generally be satisfied by any one of many commercially available high speed
personal computers and workstations offered by manufacturers such as International Business Machines Corporation and
Sun Microsystems, Inc.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a method for managing bulk e-mail distribution. Briefly, the method can include the
steps of matching a target recipient profile selected by a marketeer with a group of target recipients stored in a bulk e-mail
web site server. Subsequent to the matching step, the bulk e-mail Web site server can transmit the set of bulk e-mails to
the target recipients in the matched list. Subsequently, the bulk e-mail Web site server can calculate a quantity of e-mails
in the set of bulk e-mails which have been successfully received by target recipients. If the calculated quantity does not
exceed a prescribed minimum quantity of successfully received e-mails, the matching, transmitting and calculating steps
can be repeated until the calculated quantity exceeds the prescribed minimum quantity.

The method begins in step 102 in which a remotely situated marketeer can point a Web browser to the Uniform Resource
Locator (URL) of the bulk e-mail Web site server (Web Server) and perform a log in routine. In step 104, if the log in
routine reveals that the marketeer is a new client of the Web Server, in step 106 the Web Server can collect rudimentary
information from the marketeer, for example, name, address, phone number, e-mail address, credit card number and credit
card expiration date.

Subsequently, in step 108, the Web Server can present to the marketeer a list of target recipient profiles. Each target
recipient profile can represent a collection of target recipients who have opted to receive marketing material relating to a
particular topic. As such, preferably, the target recipient profiles can be organized according to topic. Moreover, the topics
can be subdivided into sub-topics and so forth, where the entire list of groups of target recipients are organized in a tree-
like hierarchy of topics. In step 110, the marketeer can select a listed target recipient profile. Alternatively, in step 110, the
marketeer can create a target recipient profile containing information describing the group of individuals that the
marketeer would like to target with the bulk e-mail. The individuals can be identifiable based upon, for example, the
individuals' hobbies, income level, profession, gender, and age. Using the target information provided by the marketeer,
the Web Server can determine an appropriate group of targeted recipients.

Subsequently, in step 112, the marketeer can select the quantity of targeted bulk e-mail that the client would like to send.
As an example, the marketeer can choose to send 10,000 bulk e-mails to recipients who have opted-in to a bulk email list
consistent with a target recipient profile selected by the marketeer. Advantageously, unlike existing bulk e-mailing
systems, in step 114 the marketeer can select a date and time to transmit the bulk e-mail. Upon the marketeer specifying a
desired quantity, date and time, in step 116 the Web Server can calculate an assessed price for transmitting the targeted
bulk e-mail. In the preferred embodiment, the price correlates to the specificity of the target recipient profile and the
guantity of targeted bulk e-mail. Once calculated, the Web Server can transmit to the marketeer the calculated assessment.

The marketeer, upon receiving the calculated assessment, in step 118 can choose whether to proceed with the transaction.
Responsive to the marketeer's permission to proceed with the transaction, in step 120 the Web Server can electronically
request authorization from the credit card company to charge the calculated fee to marketeer's credit card. If the credit
card company fails to authorize payment of the assessment as determined in step 122, in step 124 the marketeer can be
notified of the failure. In step 126 the Web Server can prompt the marketeer for new charge information before returning
to step 118 to request permission from the marketeer to proceed with the transaction using the new credit card
information. After receiving a charge authorization from the credit card company, in step 122 the Web Server can send to
the client a message notifying the client that the credit card company has authorized payment. In addition, the bulk e-mail
Web site can transmit an electronic invoice to the client.

Once payment has been successfully authorized by the credit card company in step 122, in step 128 the marketeer can
choose to proceed with the bulk e-mailing process. Specifically, if the client indicates a willingness to continue, in step
150, the marketeer can create a marketing message to be included in the bulk e-mail. Notably, the marketing message can



be a multimedia message having imagery, audio and video in addition to text. Furthermore, the marketeer can indicate to
the Web Server a locally or remotely stored file to be incorporated in the message. In fact, in one embodiment, the
attachment of a stored file can be substituted in lieu of the step of creating a marketing message. Subsequently, in step
128, a subset of target recipients in the group of targeted recipients can be selected according to the quantity of bulk e-
mail selected by the marketeer in step 112. Finally, the created bulk e-mail message can be uploaded to the Web Server
for ultimate delivery to each of the targeted recipients in the subset of target recipients.

In step 130, once the bulk e-mail message has been uploaded to the Web Server, the Web Server can enter an idle mode
awaiting the a date and time corresponding to the date and time selected by the marketeer in step 114. Specifically, if the
current date and time as measured by the Web Server is before the specified date and time, the Web Server in step 132 can
merely wait. At or after the specified date and time, in step 134 the Web Server can transmit the bulk e-mail to the each of
the targeted recipients included in the selected group of targeted recipients. Upon transmitting the initial set of bulk e-
mail, the Web Server can create a preliminary report. Once created, the report can be transmitted to the marketeer. The
report preferably indicates whether the initial set of bulk e-mail had been successfully transmitted and the corresponding
guantity of bulk e-mail transmitted.

Unlike prior art bulk e-mail systems, advantageously, in step 136 the Web Server can monitor the status of the transmitted
bulk e-mail. Specifically, the Web Server can identify bulk e-mail addressed to a recipient on the targeted recipient list,
but returned as undeliverable. Hence, in step 138, by identifying undeliverable bulk e-mail, the Web Server can determine
the quantity of bulk e-mails successfully received by the targeted recipients. Additionally, the Web Server can request a
return receipt with every transmitted e-mail. The return receipt can be transmitted by a targeted recipient when the
targeted recipient actually opens the transmitted e-mail for reading. Hence, also in step 138, by examining return receipts,
the Web Server can determine the quantity of bulk e-mails successfully received and opened by the targeted recipients.

In step 140, if the Web Server determines, after a pre-specified period of time, that the requested quantity of bulk e-mail
has not been successfully received by the targeted recipients, in step 142, the Web Server can specify a new date and time
for transmission of an additional set of targeted bulk e-mail to compensate for the undeliverable bulk e-mail. Returning to
step 128, the Web Server can select a new subset of target recipients from the selected group of targeted recipients. Using
the new subset of target recipients, the Web Server can wait for the new date and time in step 130 and 132 and, in step
134, transmit the bulk e-mail to the new subset of target recipients. The process can repeat using additional subsets of
target recipients until the requested quantity of targeted bulk e-mails is successfully received by the targeted recipients.

Finally, upon full delivery of the requested quantity of bulk e-mail, in step 144, the Web Server can generate a final status
report to the marketeer. The final status report preferably indicates, for example, the quantity of bulk e-mail transmitted,
the quantity of bulk e-mail successfully received and opened, the quantity of bulk e-mail deemed undeliverable, and the
guantity of bulk e-mail successfully received, but remaining unopened. In step 146, the status report can be e-mailed to
the marketeer and in step 148 the process can terminate.

Thus, a method for managing bulk e-mail distribution can provide an optimized level of efficiency in bulk e-mail
distribution. Specifically, the inventive method can identify the effectiveness of a bulk e-mail transmission by recognizing
those bulk e-mails not reaching their target recipient. Moreover, a bulk e-mail system in accordance with the inventive
arrangements can ensure the effectiveness of a bulk e-mail transmission by re-transmitting those bulk e-mails recognized
as not reaching their target recipient. Additionally, the inventive method affords a marketeer control over the timing of a
bulk e-mail transmission so that the marketeer can determine an effective timing of the bulk e-mail. Finally, the inventive
method can report to a customer on the overall effectiveness of the bulk e-mail transmission. Hence, bulk e-mail
marketeers using the inventive system can effectively evaluate the efficiency of the bulk e-mail service.

While the foregoing specification illustrates and describes the preferred embodiments of this invention, it is to be
understood that the invention is not limited to the precise construction herein disclosed. The invention can be embodied in
other specific forms without departing from the spirit or essential attributes. Accordingly, reference should be made to the
following claims, rather than to the foregoing specification, as indicating the scope of the invention.

* k% Kk k%



United States Patent 6,771,291
DiStefano, 111 August 3, 2004

Method for developing electronic documents employing multiple display regions

Abstract

A method of designing a plurality of elements to be implemented on at least one web page of a website is provided. The
method includes providing a first display region on a user interface, the first display region being capable of displaying
the plurality of elements; providing a second display region on the user interface, the second display region being capable
of displaying the plurality of elements; and displaying a first element in the second display region. The method further
includes receiving a first command to modify the first element in the second display region; modifying the first element in
response to the first command; and displaying the modified first element in the first display region. The modified first
element forms at least part of a first web page of the website that is displayed in the first display region, and the first
display region is capable of displaying the first web page in an interactive manner.
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Claims
What is claimed is:

1. A method of designing a plurality of elements to be implemented on at least one web page of a website, the method
comprising:

providing a first display region on a user interface, the first display region being capable of displaying the plurality of
elements;

providing a second display region on the user interface, the second display region being capable of displaying the plurality
of elements;

receiving a first command to modify the first element in the second display region;

modifying the first element in response to the first command,

displaying the modified first element in the first display region, wherein the modified first element forms at least part of a
first web page of the website that is displayed in the first display region, and wherein the first display region is capable of

displaying the first web page in an interactive manner

receiving a search request at the user interface concerning at least one of available chat rooms and available message
boards,

performing a search of information concerning a plurality of available elements stored on a database in response to the
search request, wherein a search engine program performs the search;

displaying results of the search on the user interface, the results including at least one of a plurality of available chat
rooms and a plurality of available message boards;

receiving a selection command at the user interface to select one of the available chat rooms and message boards; and,
displaying the selected one of the available chat rooms and message boards in the first display region.

2. A method of designing a plurality of elements to be implemented on at least one web page of a website, the method
comprising:

providing a first display region on a user interface, the first display region being capable of displaying the plurality of
elements;

providing a second display region on the user interface, the second display region being capable of displaying the plurality
of elements;

displaying a first element in the second display region;

receiving a first command to modify the first element in the second display region;

modifying the first element in response to the first command,;

displaying the modified first element in the first display region, wherein the modified first element forms at least part of a

first web page of the website that is displayed in the first display region, and wherein the first display region is capable of
displaying the first web page in an interactive manner;



prior to displaying the modified first element in the first display region, displaying within the second display region at
least one of a memory size and a downloading time of the modified first element displayed within the second display
region; and,

subsequent to displaying the modified first element in the first display region, displaying within the first display region at
least one of a memory size and a downloading time of at least one of the first web page and the website.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising at least one of

displaying a wizard indicating that at least one of a memory size parameter and a download time parameter has been
exceeded; and

displaying a help message offering a suggestion to alleviate a problem relating to an exceeding of at least one of a
memory size parameter and a download time parameter.

Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to creating and posting web pages to the internet, and more specifically, to a
method for more easily developing web pages through the use of a graphical user interface.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The World Wide Web (web) has rapidly become an invaluable tool to individuals and businesses. Not only can an
individual or business post information on the web, but it can also use the web to transact business. Because the public is
acutely aware of the web's business and personal benefits, millions of web pages are being added to the web each year.

Typically, a web page is defined by a document containing HyperText Markup Language (HTML) code. An HTML
document suitable for posting on the internet includes both "content” and "markup.” The content is information which
describes a web page's text or other information for display or playback on a computer's monitor, speakers, etc. The
markup is information which describes the web page's behavioral characteristics, such as how the content is displayed and
how other information can be accessed via the web page.

In order to provide web-based information and services over the internet, the web employs "client" computers, "browser"
software, and "server" computers. A client computer is a computer used by an individual to connect to the internet and
access web pages. A browser is a software application, located on a client computer, which requests, via the internet, a
web page from a server computer. After receiving the web page, the browser displays the web page on the client
computer's monitor. A server computer is a computer which stores web page information, retrieves that information in
response to a browser's request, and sends the information, via the internet, to the client computer. Thus, after a web page
is created, the page must be "posted" to a particular server computer which "hosts" the page, so that the page can be
accessed over the internet.

In order to have one's web page hosted by a server, the individual must contract with an internet service provider (ISP)
associated with the server. This contract specifies, among other things, the duration of the time that the ISP will host the
page, and how much the individual will pay for that hosting service.

Even though the idea of having one's own web page is appealing, the average individual has little or no knowledge about
how to create a web page. Particularly, the average individual does not know how to create an HTML document or to post
that document to a server computer. Unless that individual is willing to learn how to create and post their own web page,
that individual is faced with few options.

The most commonly used avenue for an individual to get his web page on the internet is to employ one of numerous



companies to provide, for a fee, web page development services. After contacting such a company, the individual would
meet with one of the company's web page designers to explain the individual's concept for his web page. The designer
would then create the associated HTML document. After approval by the individual, the designer may provide the service
of posting the web page to a server computer. The server computer typically is not associated with the web page
development company. Thus, the individual must separately contract with an ISP associated with the server to host the
web page.

Typically, this web page creation and posting process is time consuming and expensive, because it requires the individual
and the designer to spend a significant amount of time together working on a particular web page design. In addition, the
process is inefficient because the individual must work separately with a designer and an ISP. What is needed, therefore,
is a method for enabling an individual to conveniently design a web page without requiring that individual to learn HTML
or to interact extensively with a web page designer. What is further needed is a streamlined method for web page/website
development.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method of designing a plurality of elements to be implemented on at least one web page
of a website. The method includes providing a first display region on a user interface, the first display region being
capable of displaying the plurality of elements, and providing a second display region on the user interface, the second
display region being capable of displaying the plurality of elements. The method further includes displaying a first
element in the second display region, receiving a first command to modify the first element in the second display region,
modifying the first element in response to the first command, and displaying the modified first element in the first display
region. The modified first element forms at least part of a first web page of the website that is displayed in the first display
region, and the first display region is capable of displaying the first web page in an interactive manner.

The present invention additionally relates to a computer-readable storage medium containing computer executable code
for instructing a computer to perform several steps. The steps include providing a first display region on a user interface,
the first display region being capable of displaying the plurality of elements, providing a second display region on the user
interface, the second display region being capable of displaying the plurality of elements, and displaying a first element in
the second display region. The steps further include receiving a first command to modify the first element in the second
display region, modifying the first element in response to the first command, and displaying the modified first element in
the first display region. The modified first element forms at least part of a first web page of the website that is displayed in
the first display region, and the first display region is capable of displaying the first web page in an interactive manner.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a system in which the method of the present invention can be practiced;

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary graphical user interface (GUI), including a website design plate and a STICKY PAD.TM.,
which is employed in performing the method of the present invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates in greater detail the STICKY PAD.TM. of the GUI of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 illustrates searching for graphic images ("web assets" or "fx") using the STICKY PAD.TM.;
FIG. 5 illustrates searching for sounds using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

FIG. 6 illustrates searching for colors using the STICKY PAD.TM;

FIG. 7 illustrates text editing using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

FIG. 8 illustrates the operation of a running meter on the STICKY PAD.TM.;



FIG. 9 illustrates the creation of a banner ad and a logo using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

FIG. 10 illustrates the generation of a website outline using the navigation feature of the website design plate;

FIG. 11 illustrates providing log in information and generating a table/cell at the website design plate;

FIG. 12 illustrates the operation of STAY STICKY.TM. features, including smart agent and MAIL WIZ.TM. features;

FIG. 13 illustrates the development of website e-commerce mechanisms, including shopping carts and auctions, as well as
the setting-up of a merchant account, using the e-commerce feature of the website design plate;

FIG. 14 illustrates the operation of examples and help/statistics features (including a size meter/meter box) of the website
design plate;

FIG. 15 illustrates providing payment (including credit card) information when attempting to save website information
assembled on the website design plate;

FIGS. 16A and 16B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for developing a web page of a website, in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 17A and 17B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for providing text and tables/cells into a web page of a website
that is being developed, including text editing, which can be performed as part of the flowcharts of FIGS. 16A and 16B;

FIGS. 18A and 18B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for saving website information and previewing website
operation, which can be performed as part of the flowcharts of FIGS. 16A and 16B;

FIGS. 19A and 19B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for generating a website outline using a navigation feature,
which can be performed as part of the flowcharts of FIGS. 16A and 16B;

FIGS. 20A and 20B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for performing STAY STICKY.TM. features, including smart
agent features and MAIL WIZ.TM. features, which can be performed as part of the flowcharts of FIGS. 16A and 16B;

FIGS. 21A and 21B illustrate flowcharts with method steps for performing e-commerce features, which can be performed
as part of the flowcharts of FIGS. 16A and 16B;

FIGS. 22A, 22B and 22C illustrate flowcharts with method steps for performing examples and help/statistics features,
which can be performed as part of the flowcharts of FIGS. 16A and 16B; and

FIG. 23 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for recommencing development of, and editing, a website that has
already been partially developed using the GUI of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

It is to be understood that the phraseology or terminology employed herein is for the purpose of description, and not of
limitation. Accordingly, the invention is intended to embrace all such alternatives, modifications, equivalents, and
variations as fall within the spirit and broad scope of the appended claims. The present invention is a method for
developing a website through the use of a graphical user interface. FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a generalized
computer/internet system 100 in which the method of the present invention can be practiced. Specifically, the preferred
system 100 includes a server computer 140 operably connected to the internet 130 using standard techniques well-known
in the art, for instance the TCP/IP protocol. The method preferably can be implemented through the use of the server
computer 140 using standard computer programming techniques well-known in the art. As an example, the server
computer 140 can preferably be programmed using the Java. TM. programming language distributed by Sun
Microcomputer Corp. of Palo Alto, Calif.



Three types of other parties can interact with the server computer 140. First, registered users who have logged in with
respect to the server computer 140, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11, can fully access the server computer at one or
more registered users computers 180. Second, third party potential customers who have not yet logged in with respect to
the server computer 140 can obtain limited access to the server computer at one or more third party potential customers
computers 110. Finally, third party authors who contribute web assets for use in web pages created by registered users can
access the server computer 140, from one or more third party author computers 120, for the limited purpose of uploading
web assets to the server computer for distribution. Registered users computers 180, third party potential customers
computers 110 and third party authors computers 120 are home computers or other interface devices (not necessarily
complete computers) that are capable of accessing the server computer 140 through the internet 130 using standard web-
browsers, well-known in the art.

The server computer 140 preferably has or is coupled to a third party user database 160, a web assets database 170, and a
programming database 190. The third party user database 160 preferably includes a listing of all third party users
registered to access the server computer 140. Specifically, information provided during the log in process by registered
users is included in the third party user database 160. Also, information regarding websites that have been or are being
designed by registered users can be saved (as discussed with reference to FIG. 15) in the third party user database 160.
Moreover, third party user database 160 preferably includes a listing of third party authors who have uploaded web assets
to the web assets database 170 for use by the registered users in creating their websites, and who have been authorized by
the system 100 to receive payment for the use of their web assets by the registered users. Web assets database 170 stores a
catalog of web assets uploaded by third party authors. In addition, web assets that are stored in web assets database 170
can include web assets that are derived from other sources, such as web assets designed by the operator of the server
computer 140. System 100 automatically compensates a third party author whose uploaded web asset has been distributed
to a registered user. When system 100 posts a web page having a web asset uploaded by a third party author on behalf of a
registered user, the system 100 credits the credit card account of the third party author in compensation for the use of the
web asset. Specifically, the server computer 140 contacts the credit card company 150 corresponding to the third party
author's credit card and submits a credit over the internet 130 to the credit card company 150.

Referring to FIG. 2, the present invention employs a graphical user interface (GUI) to allow a registered user to easily
develop a website comprising one or more web pages. In one embodiment, all or nearly all of the programming required
to operate the GUI is stored on programming database 190, and is accessed by potential customers and registered users by
way of their web browsers (and is viewed via the internet 130 when needed by those potential customers and registered
users). However, in the preferred embodiment, the programming required to operate the GUI is provided to potential
customers and registered users as software (i.e., on a floppy disk or a CD-ROM), and is stored directly in the
programming database 190. Potential customers are capable of interacting with the GUI to perform certain website design
functions by logging into computer 140. However, key functions such as searching for web assets, and saving/submitting
a fully-designed website for posting on the internet 130, can only be performed once the potential customers have logged
into the server computer 140 and become registered users such that they have full access to the server computer 140 via
the internet 130. Hereinafter (except with respect to FIG. 11 concerning the log in process), all discussion regarding use of
the GUI will concern use of the GUI by registered users at registered user computers 180; however, it should be
understood that third party potential customers can also perform limited functions with respect to the GUI before logging
into the system 100.

The GUI is provided on a display at the registered user computer 180 and includes a primary display screen, which is
termed a STICKY WEB.TM. website design plate 210 (or web design plate) (STICKY WEB.TM. is a trademark of the
Perfect Web Corporation, of Delray Beach, Fla.). Website design plate 210 has a plurality of selection buttons 212, which
in the preferred embodiment include a log in button 215, a save button 218, an edit button 220, a navigation button 225, a
preview button 230, a text button 235, an fx button 240, a color button 245, a sound button 250, a tables button 255, a
STAY STICKY.TM. button 260, an e-commerce button 265, an examples button 270 and a help/statistics button 275. In
one embodiment, a registered user selects or actuates selection buttons 212 by pointing at the buttons using a mouse of the
registered user computer 180, and clicking on the mouse. In alternate embodiments, a registered user can select or actuate
selection buttons 212 by providing appropriate keystrokes on a keyboard of the registered user computer 180, by
appropriately touching a touch screen of the registered user computer, or by providing an input signal at another



conventional type of input device known in the art.

In addition to selection buttons 212, website design plate 210 further includes a design space 214 in which can be
displayed one or more web assets 205, which together form a web page. Web assets can include JAVA applets, scripts
(including moving scripts and scripts written in a variety of internet languages such as PERL, CGlI, SQL, JAVA, XML
and HTML), Stock art, clip art, digital art, background images, textures, GIF, JPEG, TIF, BMP, chat rooms, message
boards, web objects, buttons, templates, themes, fading color, mouse over effects, borders, buttons, shadows, icons,
internet designs, sounds, music, etc. In general, web assets are graphic images, including text and related color, sound and
animation features, which can be displayed on a website. When displayed for a registered user who has logged into the
system 100 (as discussed with reference to FIG. 11), the web assets are interactive, i.e., information can be exchanged
between the registered user and the system 100 via the web assets.

As shown in FIG. 2, during design of a website using the GUI, a second display screen, termed a STICKY PAD.TM. 310,
is often shown within (or over) website design plate 210 (STICKY PAD.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web
Corporation, of Delray Beach, Florida). STICKY PAD.TM. 310 includes a design space 280 on which one or more web
assets 305 can be displayed. Web assets 305 can be manipulated on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, which acts as the editing
platform for the registered user and appears when it is necessary to edit or otherwise modify web assets. STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 further includes a plurality of selection buttons 285, 295, which are selected by a registered user in the
same manner as selection buttons 212 are selected. As shown in FIG. 3, buttons 285 include an fx button 315, a sound
button 320, a color button 325 and a search button 330, and buttons 295 include a text editor button 345 and a running
meter button 350, in one embodiment of the invention. Buttons 285, 295 are described in further detail with reference to
FIGS. 4-9. STICKY PAD.TM. 310 additionally includes, in certain embodiments, a banner bar 290. Banner bar 290 is
capable of displaying one or more banner ads corresponding to other websites designed by other registered users through
the use of system 100, which allow for marketing of those websites. Also, banner bar 290 is capable of displaying banner
ads corresponding to outside advertisers.

A registered user can interact with STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to perform a variety of operations. The registered user can
select (by way of a mouse or other input device) any of the web assets 305 that are currently shown on the STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, move the web assets relative to one another, and alter the size of the web assets. Referring to FIGS. 4-6,
the registered user also can select search button 330 to identify and obtain new web assets and other elements, including
sound elements and color elements, which can be added to the website that is being developed. Upon selecting search
button 330, a search menu 410 appears having selectable options 420 for fx (web assets), sound and color. As shown in
FIG. 4, if the registered user selects fx (web assets) from search menu 410, an fx menu 430 appears. As shown in FIG. 5,
if the registered user selects sound from search menu 410, a sound menu 540 appears. As shown in FIG. 6, if the
registered user selects color from search menu 410, a color pallet 640 appears. To streamline operation of the STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, the STICKY PAD.TM. further includes individual fx, sound and color buttons 315, 320 and 325 which,
when selected, result in the immediate display of fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640.

In the preferred embodiment, fx (web assets) menu 430 includes a search entry field 435 in which the registered user can
enter keywords or other search criteria indicative of the type of web assets that the registered user desires to implement
within its website. Upon receiving search criteria from the registered user, the system 100 (particularly the server
computer 140) searches the web assets database 170 for web assets that meet the search criteria. System 100 employs any
of a number of conventional search engines to perform the searches. Upon the commanding of a search by the registered
user, the fx menu 430 lists all available web assets that meet the search criteria in a scroll menu, as shown in FIG. 4. Also
in the preferred embodiment, sound menu 540 includes a search entry field 545 in which the registered user can enter
keywords or other search criteria indicative of the type of sounds that the registered user desires to implement within its
website. Upon receiving search criteria from the registered user, the system 100 performs a search for sounds meeting the
search criteria and then lists all available sound elements that meet the search criteria in a scroll menu, as shown in FIG. 5.

Fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 typically list available elements in categories. For example, for fx/web assets, the
categories can include icons, scripts, chat rooms and message boards and, for sound elements, the categories can include
general sounds, noises, music and sound effects. Although in the preferred embodiment, fx menu 430 and sound menu
540 list web assets and sound elements that are identified based upon searches of web assets database 170 and meet search



criteria specified in search entry fields 435, 545, in alternate embodiments searches need not be performed. In such
embodiments, fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 directly list all available web assets and sound elements that are
available for implementation into a website, without receiving search criteria from the registered user. Further, with
respect to color pallet 640, in the preferred embodiment the color pallet lists all available colors without receiving search
criteria from the registered user or performing any searches to narrow down the list of available colors. However, in
alternate embodiments, color pallet 640 can include a search entry field for receiving search criteria from the registered
user and, upon performing a search, display colors that meet the specified search criteria.

Once fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640 list available web assets, sound elements and color elements,
respectively, the registered user can select one or more of the elements for implementation in the registered user's website
(i.e., by selecting one or more of the elements using a mouse). The registered user can, upon selecting a web asset, sound
or color, cause the selected element to appear within design space 280 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310 (i.e., by double-clicking
on the element using a mouse). The registered user also can apply selected web assets, sound elements or color elements
to existing web assets or other elements within STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The registered user applies the selected elements
to existing elements within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 by dragging and dropping the selected elements onto the existing
elements. In the preferred embodiment, sound and color elements can be dragged, dropped and otherwise manipulated
around the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 in the same manner as web assets; when the registered user selects a sound or color
element, the selected sound or color element is displayed as an icon or thumbnail image 550.

For example, once a chick icon has been selected from fx menu 430 and is displayed in design space 280 as web asset
305a (as shown in FIG. 3), the registered user can further modify the chick to make a peep or other noise by selecting the
desired noise from sound menu 540, dragging the noise to the chick, and dropping the noise onto the chick. If the color of
the chick as obtained from fx menu 430 is not the desired color, i.e., the color is white and not yellow, the registered user
can further modify the color of the chick by selecting the color yellow from color pallet 640, dragging the color to the
chick, and dropping the color onto the chick. Although in the preferred embodiment, sound and color elements can be
dragged and dropped in the same manner as web assets, in alternate embodiments, a registered user can instead apply a
particular sound or color element to an existing element within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 simply by selecting the
existing element before (or immediately after) selecting the particular sound or color element. The web assets, sound
elements and color elements displayed in fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640, respectively, are provided
from server computer 140, which accesses web assets database 170. Web assets database 170 stores web assets that are
provided from a variety of sources including internet companies, publishers, geeks, designers, and artists. In the preferred
embodiment, some of the web assets stored on web assets database 170 are provided from independent third party authors
who access system 100 by way of third party author computers 120. System 100 compensates the independent third party
authors when their web assets are utilized by registered users in designing websites. Web assets can also be provided
under license from major digital and Stock art publishers (i.e., Adobe, Corel, Com Stock, etc.). Although the system 100
is designed to allow the registered user to obtain web assets and sound and color elements from web assets database 170,
the system also allows the registered user to obtain web assets from other sources. For example, the registered user can
upload its own web assets from a memory device (i.e., the hard drive) of registered user computer 180. Also, in certain
embodiments, the registered user can obtain web assets by independently accessing third party websites via the internet,
and selecting web assets displayed on those websites.

The web assets that can be selected from fx menu 430 include web assets that consist partly, or even entirely, of text.
However, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 further allows a registered user to enter text directly into the STICKY PAD.TM. by
typing in the desired text at a keyboard at registered user computer 180. The text is displayed within design space 280 of
the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 once the registered user hits the “enter" key on the keyboard. In certain embodiments, text
that is desired for entry into the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 can be uploaded from a memory associated with registered user
computer 180 rather than typed in by the registered user. Once the text is displayed within the design space 280, the text
can be selected by the registered user and moved around within design space 280 like any other web asset. The text can
also be edited if the registered user selects the text editor button 345. As shown in FIG. 7, upon the selection of text editor
button 345, a text editor menu 710 appears. Displayed on text editor menu 710 are a font/style/size/color button 720 and a
spell check button 730. Upon selection of the font/style/size/color button 720, a font/style/size/color menu 740 appears,
from which the registered user can select a plurality of fonts, styles and colors for the text as well as select a size setting
for the text.



Upon selection of the spell check button 730, a spell check is performed using computer algorithms that are well known in
the art. In one embodiment, a spell check result box 750 appears once the spell check has been performed in relation to the
text, and suggested changes to the text appear in the spell check result box. In alternate embodiments, the spell check is
executed without the display of any spell check result box. For example, if a spelling error is detected in the text, the
spelling error is highlighted in the text itself. The registered user can identify which text is to be edited in a variety of
ways. In one embodiment, the registered user must select the text (i.e., highlight the text, using a mouse) that is to be
edited, and then subsequently select text editor button 710. In another embodiment, the registered user first selects text
editor button 710 and then subsequently selects the text that is to be edited.

Referring to FIG. 8, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 additionally includes running meter button 350. Upon being selected by the
registered user, running meter button 350 provides a running meter block 810 that shows an indication of the size of the
web asset(s) that are displayed on STICKY PAD.TM. 310. As shown in FIG. 8, in one embodiment, the indication
provided by running meter block 810 is an indication (preferably displayed on a single line of text) of the memory
required for storing the web assets. In alternate embodiments, other or additional information can be displayed by running
meter block 810, e.g., the time required to download or execute the web assets. In the preferred embodiment, this other
information is not displayed by way of selecting running meter button 350 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310, but is displayed by
way of help/statistics button 275 of website design plate 210, as described below with reference to FIG. 14. Although in
the present embodiment, size information is only displayed when running meter button 350 is selected by the registered
user, in alternate embodiments the running meter button is replaced by a running meter display region, which always
displays the total size of all web assets currently being displayed in display region 280.

In the preferred embodiment, the web assets that are selectable by a registered user are standardized to facilitate the
registered user's creation of a website that operates in an efficient and user-friendly manner and, in particular, does not
require too much memory or require excessive time to be downloaded from the internet. Thus, in the preferred
embodiment, an authenticating team reviews all web assets that are provided from third party authors before the web
assets are stored on web assets database 170 and accessible by registered users in designing their websites. The
authenticating team only allows web assets that do not exceed a maximum kilobytes (K) allowed per web asset and web
page to be stored on the web assets database 170. In addition to storing information concerning the characteristics of the
web assets, web assets database 170 also stores accounting information regarding the usage of the web assets stored on the
web assets database. At the end of each time period (i.e., month or quarter), the server computer 140 reviews the
accounting information and determines the amount of usage of each of the web assets by each registered user. The web
asset usage is assigned a cash amount per use so that a total amount of money owed by each registered user can be
calculated (and charged to each respective registered user).

Turning to FIG. 9, a registered user can utilize STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to design a banner ad 910 to be used to advertise
the registered user's website. The registered user can search for a desired banner ad design by selecting search button 330
and then selecting fx from search menu 410 (or simply by selecting fx button 315), to obtain fx menu 430, at which a
search can be requested. In the fx menu 430, all available banner ads have standard size configurations, namely
240.times.360 pixels or 240.times.240 pixels. As with respect to other web assets that are displayed within STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, the banner ad 910 that is being developed using the STICKY PAD.TM. can be moved within the design
space 280 and modified through the addition of other web assets (including text), which are obtained by selecting search
button 330 (or fx button 315) and bringing up fx menu 430. Also, the banners can be modified through the addition of
sounds and colors, which are obtained by selecting search button 330 (or by selecting sound and color buttons 320 and
325, respectively) to bring up sound menu 540 and color pallet 640, respectively.

Also as shown in FIG. 9, the registered user can utilize STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to design a logo 920 for the registered
user's website. As with respect to the design of banner ads, the registered user can search for a desired logo design in, and
select the desired logo design from, fx menu 430. Alternatively, the registered user can upload an already-designed logo
from a memory device at registered user computer 180 (e.g., the registered user's hard drive) into STICKY PAD.TM. 310.
The selected or uploaded logo can then be further edited and modified within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, for example,
through the addition of other web assets (including text), sounds and colors. Although in the present embodiment logos
and banner ads are designed using the same searching and design procedures that are employed in the design of other



website elements, in other embodiments STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and/or website design plate 210 have specific "logo
design™ and "banner design" buttons that the registered user can select to design logos and banner ads, respectively.

When the registered user finishes developing and modifying the web assets in the design space 280 of the STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, the registered user drags and drops (i.e., using a mouse) the web assets into website design plate 210. In
alternate embodiments, the registered user can provide a command to the system 100 to terminate the display of the
STICKY PAD.TM. 310, at which time all of the elements being displayed in the STICKY PAD.TM. appear in the website
design plate 210. When the web assets are dropped into website design plate 210, the web assets become interactive (as
long as the registered user has logged in to the system 100, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11). That is, the web assets
become functional so that the registered user is able to exchange information with respect to the web assets, i.e., interact
with system 100 through the use of the web assets. When dropped into website design plate 210, the web assets form or
are added to a particular web page of the website being developed.

A website that is being developed typically will have more than one web page. As shown in FIG. 10, the registered user
can provide information to the system 100 indicating the number of web pages in the website, as well as determine the
web page that is currently being displayed by website design plate 210, by selecting navigation button 225 on website
design plate 210. Upon selecting navigation button 225, a navigation menu 1010 appears. Navigation menu 1010 includes
a list of web pages 1 through 10. In alternate embodiments, navigation menu 1010 can list fewer or greater than ten web
pages. Adjacent to the web page numbers are fields 1015 for inputting names/identifiers for the respective web pages. The
registered user can input a name/identifier corresponding to each of web pages 1-10 by selecting the respective field 1015
(i.e., by way of a mouse) and typing in the name/identifier. The registered user determines which web page is currently
being displayed by website design plate 210 by selecting one of the page numbers in the list. In certain embodiments of
the invention, the website design plate 210 always displays a web page number indication corresponding to the web page
that is currently being displayed, for example, at a corner of design space 214.

Websites that are designed using the system 100 are not limited to ten web pages. As shown in FIG. 10, the registered user
can select an add new page button 1020 on navigation menu 1010 to add additional pages (and to provide
names/identifiers corresponding to those additional pages). Also, although the registered user can type in original
names/identifiers corresponding to the web pages (e.g., in fields 1015), the registered user can also utilize standard
names/identifiers by selecting a scroll menu button 1030. Upon selecting scroll menu button 1030, a scroll menu 1040
appears that lists various standard web page names/identifiers such as, for example, Company Information, Recent News,
Coming Soon, About Us, Products, and Contact Us. Navigation menu 1010 further includes a navigation locations button
1050. Upon selecting the navigation locations button 1050, the registered user is able to determine where a navigation bar
or website map/outline will be positioned on one or more web pages of the website (e.g., at the top, bottom, left or right).
The navigation bar or website map/outline allows website users to visualize the website as a whole and the various web
pages that are available for access by the website users.

As discussed, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 acts as the editing platform for the registered user, and appears when it is
necessary to edit or otherwise modify web assets. During development of a website, the registered user can select (by way
of a mouse or other input device) one or more of the web assets 205 that are displayed on website design plate 210 to
activate STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and allow editing of the selected web assets, which appear in design space 280. If an item
of text within the design space 214 is selected by the registered user, both the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and then the text
editor menu 710 appear to allow for editing of the text. STICKY PAD.TM. 310 also appears when the registered user
proceeds with a search to obtain a desired web asset by selecting the fx button 240. Upon the selecting of the fx button
240 by the registered user, the fx menu 430 appears, and the registered user can search for and select a desired web asset.
Once the registered user selects a desired web asset from the fx menu 430, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears with the
selected web asset being displayed in design space 280.

Additionally, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears when either the color or sound buttons 245, 250 are selected by the
registered user. Upon the selecting of the color or sound buttons 245, 250 by the registered user, the color pallet 640 or
sound menu 540 appear, respectively. Once the registered user selects a desired color or sound from the color pallet or
sound menu, respectively, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears with a thumbnail image 550 representing the selected color
or sound being displayed in design space 280. Further, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears when the text button 235 of



website design plate 210 is selected. When text button 235 is selected, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 immediately appears
and the registered user is allowed to type in text at the keyboard of registered user computer 180. Text editor button 345
can then be selected by the registered user from the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to edit the text.

In addition to web assets (from fx menu 430), sounds, colors and text, the GUI of system 100 is also capable of adding
tables and cells to the website being designed in order to provide depth and perception to the website. As shown in FIG.
11, when tables button 255 is selected by the registered user, a tables menu 1110 appears. The registered user can then
select from the tables menu 1110 one or more tables 1120 and cells 1130, and also specify the locations of the tables/cells
on a web page by selecting a locations button 1140. In one embodiment, the possible locations of tables/cells on a web
page include a top location, a bottom location, a left location and a right location. Unlike the editing of web assets,
sounds, colors and text, in the preferred embodiment STICKY PAD.TM. 310 does not appear upon the selection of tables
button 255. Rather, once a table/cell is selected, the registered user can drag and drop the selected table/cell directly into
website design plate 210.

Upon being dropped into the website design plate 210, the table/cell automatically aligns at an edge of the design space
214, with the appropriate edge being determined by the location selected by the registered user. Also upon being dropped
into the website design plate 210, the table/cell becomes interactive. The registered user can move the table/cell from its
original location, and also can adjust the size of the table/cell by selecting the table/cell (i.e., by way of a mouse) and
stretching or contracting the boundaries of the table/cell. Web assets and other elements can be dragged and dropped both
from STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and from other locations on website design plate 210 into tables and cells, and the color of
tables/cells can be modified by selecting color button 245. Tables differ from cells in that cells typically form enclosed
areas within tables. Cells cannot be moved outside of (or moved to overlap) a table boundary enclosing the cells. In
alternate embodiments, tables/cells can be created and modified by way of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310.

Further shown in FIG. 11 is a log in menu 1150 that appears upon the selection of log in button 215 by a potential
customer. In the preferred embodiment of the invention, several features of the GUI can be operated before completion of
the log in process, such as uploading web assets from a hard drive of a third party potential customer computer 110 into
the website design plate 210. However, key functions such as searching for web assets, and saving/submitting a fully-
designed website for posting on the internet can only be performed by registered users who have full access to the server
computer 140 via the internet. To obtain full access to the server computer 140 and perform such functions, log in
information must be provided to the system 100. By requiring this log in information, the system 100 can monitor the
activity of the registered users and bill the registered users for their usage of the system, including their usage of web
assets provided from third party author computers 120 and saved on web assets database 170. Additionally, the
information provided by registered users during the log in process can be used by the system 100 to determine appropriate
markets for the registered users' websites. The use of this market information is discussed further in reference to FIG. 12.

As shown in FIG. 11, the selection of log in button 215 brings up log in menu 1150. The log in menu 1150 includes a
scroll and input form with multiple fields 1160 that must be filled in to complete the log in process. The fields 1160 can
include, for example, fields for the potential customer's (i.e., prospective registered user's) name, address, e-mail address,
telephone number, interests, hobbies and businesses. Upon the completing of fields 1160, a desired identification name is
further provided into an identification field 1170 and a desired password is provided into a password field 1180. The
information from fields 1160-1180 is then provided from the third party potential customer (i.e., prospective registered
user) computer 110 via the internet 130 to the server computer 140, where the information is processed and then provided
for storage on third party user database 160. Although in the preferred embodiment, the identification name and/or
password are chosen by the potential customer, in alternate embodiments, the identification name and password are
assigned by the system 100.

Assuming that the information provided into the fields 1160-1180 of log in menu 1150 is not rejected by the server
computer 140 (e.g., because information was not entered for some of the fields, or because the e-mail address that was
entered is invalid), the server computer logs in the potential customer as a registered user and allows the new registered
user to access all of the functionality of the system 100. Also upon successfully logging in the new registered user, the
system prompts the new registered user regarding a web address for the registered user's website by displaying a URL
query form 1190. The web address typically concludes with any top-level domain name, i.e., .com, net, etc. The query



form is licensed for use on the system 100 from Internic and/or the other five URL registrants. Further, upon successfully
logging in to the system 100, the new registered user can thereafter bypass the full log in process when reentering the
system by simply inputting its identification name and password into the identification and password fields 1170, 1180.
Upon reentering the system 100, the registered user selects edit button 220 on website design plate 210 to cause the
registered user's website (in its current state of development) to become interactive. Additionally, upon selecting edit
button 220, the registered user can modify any element of the website that is shown within design space 214 by selecting
that element (i.e., by clicking on the element using a mouse) to bring up STICKY PAD.TM. 310, and then modifying the
element within the STICKY PAD.TM. as discussed above.

Turning to FIG. 12, website design plate 210 further includes STAY STICKY.TM. button 260, which brings up a STAY
STICKY.TM. menu 1210 when selected by the registered user (STAY STICKY.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect Web
Corporation of Delray Beach, Fla.). STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210 lists STAY STICKY.TM. features that are available
to the registered user in designing and marketing its website. The STAY STICKY.TM. features provide the registered
user with special information concerning, and marketing opportunities with respect to, other registered users who have
designed their websites using the system 100. That is, the STAY STICKY.TM. features provide special marketing
benefits to registered users of the system 100 vis-a-vis one another. Specifically, the registered user can select from two
options on the STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210, smart agent and MAIL WIZ.TM. (MAIL WIZ.TM. is a trademark of the
Perfect Web Corporation of Delray Beach, Fla.). Upon the selection of the smart agent option from the STAY
STICKY.TM. menu 1210, a smart agent menu 1220 appears. The registered user can select (e.g., by way of a mouse)
from among three options on the smart agent menu 1220, a suggested marketing locations option 1230, a create links
option 1240, and a banner ad rotations option 1250.

When the registered user selects suggested marketing locations option 1230, the server computer 140 determines the best
possible places to market the registered user's website on the internet. That is, the server computer 140 determines other
websites on which it would be most beneficial to display a link to, or banner concerning, the registered user's website. The
server computer 140 makes this determination based upon the information provided by the registered user during the log
in process, particularly the information provided in fields 1160 as described with reference to FIG. 11. Using this
information, the server computer 140 searches the information stored in third party user database 160 to identify other
websites on which it would be desirable to market the registered user's website. Server computer 140 can utilize any one
of a number of search engines that are currently well known in the art to identify such websites using the log in
information provided by the registered user. In alternate embodiments, server computer 140 can also access other
information other than that within third party user database 160, including information concerning websites or other
marketing locations that were not developed through the use of the system 100. Upon determining desirable marketing
locations, the system 100 can display the identified marketing locations to the registered user.

Upon selection by the registered user of the create links option 1240, the GUI provides a location selection menu 1260, in
which the registered user can identify addresses for websites to which the registered user desires its website to be linked.
In the preferred embodiment, the websites can be selected from among the websites that have been created by other
registered users using the system 100. Location selection menu 1260 includes several open fields 1270 in which the
registered user can specify desired websites. Further, location selection menu 1260 lists the suggested websites that were
identified in the search performed by server computer 140 upon selection of the suggested marketing locations option
1230. The list includes selection boxes 1275 that the registered user can check to indicate its selection of the various
suggested websites. If the registered user has not yet selected suggested marketing locations option 1230, the server
computer 140 performs the search for suggested websites when it generates location selection menu 1260. Once the
registered user has selected its desired marketing locations on location selection menu 1260, the system 100 has sufficient
information to create links to the registered user's website at other websites.

The registered user can further select the banner ad rotations option 1250 from the smart agent menu 1220. Upon the
selecting of banner ad rotations option 1250, the system 100 determines whether the registered user has already designed
(or uploaded or otherwise provided to the system) a banner ad, as discussed with reference to FIG. 9. If the registered user
has not already designed a banner ad, the system displays a message indicating that it is necessary to create a banner ad in
order to participate in banner ad rotations. The system 100 also provides banner ad design options from which the
registered user can select a desired banner design. The design options can be obtained by the registered user by using fx



menu 430 to perform a search for banner ads. Following selection of a desired banner ad design, STICKY PAD.TM. 310
appears, allowing the registered user to further modify and then complete its design of the banner ad. Once a banner ad
design is completed, a location selection menu identical to location selection menu 1260 appears following selection of
the banner ad rotations option 1250. The location selection menu allows the registered user to specify the websites at
which the registered user desires its banner ad to appear. Once the registered user has selected its desired locations on the
location selection menu, the system 100 has sufficient information to create banner ads advertising the registered user's
website at other websites.

By completing these steps relating to the create links option 1240 and/or the banner ad rotations option 1250, the
registered user causes its website to participate in linking and/or banner ad display functions with other websites that also
were created using the system 100 by registered users who opted to participate in these linking and/or banner ad display
functions. Once the design of the new website by the registered user is completed and the new website is posted/activated,
the system 100 causes the selected websites of other registered users (i.e., the websites selected during the design of the
new website) to display a link and/or banner ad concerning the new website. In the preferred embodiment, each website
that is developed by a registered user who opts to participate in the linking functions can display unlimited links to other
registered users' websites. If the number of links to be displayed exceeds the available display space on the display screen,
links can be rotated on and off the screen. Each website that is developed by a registered user who opts to participate in
the banner ad display functions can rotate an unlimited number of banner ads for other registered users' websites. The
banner ads can be shown sequentially over a period of time at the registered user's website.

System 100 will cause each website that is designed to participate in the linking and/or banner ad functions to include, on
at least one web page of the website, a link region and/or a banner ad region for the display of links to and/or banner ads
for other websites. The links displayed in the link region of a given website can change as new websites are created using
the system 100 by registered users, or as old websites are deactivated. In certain embodiments, a registered user is allowed
to change its selections of desired marketing locations after the posting of its website; in such embodiments, it can be the
case that a link displayed at a given marketing location is removed from display because the registered user who selected
the link changed its preferences. Likewise, the banner ads that are sequentially shown in the banner ad rotation region of a
given website can change as new websites are created, old websites are deactivated or marketing location preferences
change. System 100 charges the registered user's website a fee for participation in the linking and/or banner ad functions
whenever links to the registered user's website are shown on other websites, or whenever the banner ad for the registered
user's website is shown on other websites. For the registered user's website to participate in the linking and/or banner ad
functions, the registered user must complete the website design process and save the selected locations for links and/or
banner ads (as well as, in the case of participation in the banner ad functions, save the banner ad design for the registered
user's website) at the server computer 140. In some embodiments, credit card (and payment) information must be provided
by the registered user when the registered user is setting up the linking and/or banner ad rotation functions, i.e., after the
registered user specifies the locations at which the registered user desires links and/or banner ads for its website to appear.
The amount of payment can depend upon the number of links and/or banner ads to be displayed, i.e., the number of
desired marketing locations.

Upon selection of the mail wiz option from the STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210, a MAIL WIZ.TM. menu 1280 appears,
which provides the registered user with a field 1285 for entering a desired quantity 1285 of e-mail messages to be sent
out, and also provides an e-mail message field 1290 in which the registered user can input a desired e-mail message. Once
the registered user completes the design of the website, and the website is posted/activated, the system 100 sends the
specified e-mail message to other registered users (or their websites), whose e-mail addresses are located in third party
user database 160. In certain embodiments, e-mail messages are only sent to selected locations that are specified by the
registered user during development of the website, for example, the locations specified by the registered user in location
selection menu 1260. In other embodiments, e-mail messages are also sent to the e-mail addresses of parties who are not
registered users. In still further embodiments, the system 100 determines suggested e-mail addresses based upon the log in
information provided by the registered user and the information in third party user database 160. In the preferred
embodiment, the number of e-mail messages that are sent from the registered user's website to other e-mail addresses is
recorded in a statistic log, and the number of e-mail messages that are received by the registered user's website is also
recorded in the statistic log. Further in the preferred embodiment, the registered user provides payment to the system 100
for the quantity of e-mail messages to be sent as specified on MAIL WIZ.TM. menu 1280. System 100 continues to send



e-mail messages on behalf of the registered user's website to other e-mail messages until the specified number of e-mail
messages has been sent.

Turning to FIG. 13, the registered user can select e-commerce button 265 to add to its website various features that allow
for e-commerce (i.e., allow for the selling of goods and services over the internet). Upon the selecting of e-commerce
button 265, an e-commerce menu 1310 appears. In the preferred embodiment, the registered user can select from two
different types of e-commerce features, a standard e-commerce feature 1320 and an auction feature 1330. Upon selecting
the standard e-commerce feature 1320, the registered user then can select one or more shopping carts from a shopping
carts to select list 1325. Upon selecting the auction feature 1330, the registered user can select one or more types of
auction features from an auction to select list 1335. After determining the type of e-commerce feature to be implemented
on its website, the registered user then can upload (i.e., from a memory device at registered user computer 180) a picture
of the product to be sold on the registered user's website, at product picture field 1340. Further, in a product description
field 1345, a product price field 1350 and a SKU field 1355, a registered user can respectively input a description of the
product to be sold at its website, the product's price and a SKU number correlating to the product. In the case where an
auction feature has been selected, the product price entered in product price field 1350 is a reserve price. Also, in certain
embodiments, the creation of an auction feature further requires the input of information, by the registered user,
concerning starting and finishing times for the holding of auctions.

Finally, the registered user must input a merchant account identifier in a merchant account field 1360 indicating a
merchant account that will apply to sales conducted using the shopping cart/auction of the registered user's website. If a
merchant account relationship has not yet been established such that the registered user cannot enter a merchant account
identifier, a merchant account information form 1370 appears, at which the registered user can enter necessary
information for setting up a merchant account relationship. This information can include, for example, the name of the
registered user's business, the address of the business, and the business type, among other types of information. In the
preferred embodiments, the merchant account information form 1370 is a standard form that is provided by a credit card
and/or merchant account provider. The credit card and/or merchant account provider providing the merchant account
information form 1370 in certain embodiments pays a licensing or other fee to the system 100 in order to display its
merchant account information form using the system. When the registered user has completed filling out the merchant
account information form 1370, the filled out form is sent to the credit card and/or merchant account provider. The
merchant account provider eventually responds back to the registered user with follow-up information concerning the
setting up of the merchant account. The registered user cannot activate any of the e-commerce functions (i.e., functions
employing a shopping cart or auction) without having completed the setting up of a merchant account with a merchant
account provider. Once the merchant account is set up, however, the registered user enters the merchant account
identification information into field 1360 and the e-commerce functionality can be activated.

Referring to FIG. 14, the system 100 is also capable of providing several types of assistance to the registered user during
design of its website. The registered user can select the examples button 270 to bring up an examples menu 1410, which
in the preferred embodiment lists ten examples 1420 that can be selected by the registered user. Each of the examples
1420, upon being selected by the registered user, shows how a web page, banner, logo, or other element can be designed
using website design plate 210, STICKY PAD.TM. 310, and other features of the system 100. In the preferred
embodiment, selection of an example 1420 produces a visual demonstration of an example website being taken apart and
then put back together. While the example website is being put back together, a tutorial program runs that instructs the
registered user on operating website design plate 210, STICKY PAD.TM. 310, and other features of system 100 to allow
for the creation, saving, and posting/activation of a website using the system. In certain embodiments, the system 100 will
conduct contests among registered users concerning the registered users' prowess in designing websites.

The registered user can also select the help/statistics button 275 to bring up a help/statistics menu 1430. Help/statistics
menu 1430 lists four different options that are selectable by the registered user: a document help option 1440; a tech
support option 1450, a wizard option 1460, and a size meter option 1470. Upon the selection of the document help option
1440, the GUI displays written instructions concerning various features of the system 100. For example, the GUI can
display explanation messages concerning the purposes and operation of the various buttons 215-275 when the registered
user selects any of those buttons (or, in certain embodiments, merely positions a cursor or other selection marker over one
of those buttons). Also, for example, the GUI can display instructions as to how a web asset can be modified if that web



asset is positioned within website design plate 210 or STICKY PAD.TM. 310.

With respect to tech support option 1450, the registered user can reach tech support for the system 100 by telephoning a
particular telephone number (i.e., a 900 number), or by sending an e-mail to tech support. Then, by selecting tech support
option 1450, tech support personnel for the system 100 can view the registered user's website online and provide the
registered user with any needed website design information or other assistance either by way of telephone or e-mail while
viewing the registered user's website online. Upon selection of the wizard option 1460, a wizard caricature appears that
offers helpful hints and suggestions to the registered user during different steps in the website design process. The
information provided by the wizard is similar to that provided in connection with document help option 1440, although
the text shown is typically in a shortened form so that the text can be provided in a caption along side the wizard
caricature. In alternate embodiments, the helpful hints and suggestions from the wizard caricature are verbalized using
speech synthesis technology.

The registered user can further select size meter option 1470 to obtain information regarding how well the registered
user's website, as currently designed, will perform upon posting. Upon the selection of the size meter option 1470, a meter
box 1480 appears, in which a variety of information regarding the operability of the current website design is provided. In
one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 14, the meter box 1480 includes information regarding each of the size of the entire
website currently being designed, the time required to download the entire website via the internet (to a computer
accessing the website using a browser) the size of the current web page that is being displayed on website design plate
210, and the time for downloading that particular web page. Further in the preferred embodiment, each of these types of
information is provided for the website when operating on different types of internet systems with different connectivities,
such as internet systems using a T-1 communication link, a DSL or ISDN communication link, or modems having
operation speeds of 56K, 33.6K or 28.8K. In certain embodiments, the registered user has an option to select the
desired/expected connectivity of the website and to obtain information for that connectivity only.

In certain embodiments of the invention, meter box 1480 can contain less or more information concerning the expected
operation of the website being designed. For example, in certain embodiments, the meter box 1480 only includes size
information. In other embodiments, meter box 1480 includes not only size information regarding the entire website and
individual web pages, but also provides a breakdown of the sizes of each web asset or other element on a given web page.
In certain embodiments, running meter block 810 displayed in conjunction with STICKY PAD.TM. 310 contains the
same information that is displayed in meter box 1480. Although in one embodiment, the meter box 1480 is only displayed
when the size meter option 1470 is selected, in alternate embodiments, the meter box 1480 (or at least some of the
information displayed in meter box 1480) is always displayed on website design plate 210. In such embodiments, the
information being displayed that corresponds to the particular web page that is being edited varies as the registered user
changes from editing one web page to editing a different web page using navigation button 225. The information can be
shown on multiple lines or be provided in a single-line format to save display space. In the preferred embodiment, the
information provided in meter box 1480 changes whenever a new web asset or other element is dropped into website
design plate 210.

Further, in the preferred embodiment, the system 100 always monitors the current sizes of the website and web pages that
are being designed, and provides a warning message whenever the website as a whole or individual web pages have
exceeded maximum limits for size and download times (e.g., "Your site has exceeded download time parameters."). When
the website being designed exceeds maximum size and/or download time parameters, the system 100 automatically
displays relevant help message to provide the registered user with suggestions for reducing the size and/or download time
of the website/web page. These warning and help messages can be provided by the wizard feature discussed above. If the
registered user does not heed the warning concerning the size and/or download time of the website/web page, the system
100 automatically restricts the ability of the registered user to add additional web assets and other elements to the
website/web page and thereby guarantees that the website, when completed, will be within acceptable size and download
time guidelines.

At any time during the course of the design of a website using website design plate 210 (assuming the log in process has
been completed, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11), the registered user can select preview button 230 to view the
operation of the website in its current state of design. The registered user can view the operation of the website as it would



appear using a variety of different internet browsers, e.g., the Netscape Navigator.TM. browser or the Microsoft Internet
Explorer. TM. browser. Previewing the website does not save the website for activation, but rather gives the registered
user a "snapshot” of the website in its current state, and allows the registered user to view the alignment, color schemes
and other features of the website before the website is saved and activated. Further, at any time during the design of a
website (assuming the log in process has been completed, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11), the registered user can
select save button 218 to save the website in its present form at server computer 140 (specifically at third party user
database 160). If the website design has been completed and the website is ready for submission and activation on the
internet, the registered user can provide such an indication (in certain embodiments, an additional submit button is
displayed on website design plate 210 to allow the registered user to immediately submit a completed website for
activation on the internet).

If the registered user selects the save button 218 but has not yet provided payment information concerning the manner in
which the registered user will be paying for its use of system 100, a payment box 1510 appears. Within payment box
1510, a message 1520 is provided to the registered user indicating that payment information is necessary (e.g., "Did you
forget to pay?") and the registered user is provided with an option 1530 to pay by credit card. When the pay by credit card
option 1530 is selected, a credit card information menu 1540 appears, in which the registered user can provided the
necessary information for enabling credit card payment to the system 100 from the registered user's credit card. In one
embodiment, the registered user must enter its name, credit card number, and expiration date in a name field 1550, a credit
card number field 1560, and an expiration date field 1570, respectively. Once the credit card information is received at,
and approved by, the system 100, the registered user can save its website design information. In the preferred
embodiment, the registered user provides the same user identification and password information that were provided
during the log in process at a user identification field 1580 and a password field 1590, respectively, for additional security.
In addition to requiring credit card information for allowing the saving and submission of website design information by
the registered user, the system 100 also requires credit card information to be provided before allowing the registered user
to access certain other features. For example, tech support will only be provided when the registered user has provided
credit card information or contacts tech support via the 900 number or e-mail. Also, the system 100 does not accept web
addresses specified by the registered user for the purpose of creating links or participating in banner ad rotation unless the
registered user has provided credit card information.

FIGS. 16A-23 provide flow charts showing exemplary steps of operation of the system 100 as it is used by the registered
user to design a website. In particular, the flow charts concern the operation of the GUI, i.e., website design plate 210 and
STICKY PAD.TM. S 310. The flow charts of FIGS. 16A-22C can be combined together to form a larger collection of
steps. Referring to FIGS. 16A and 16B, the operation of the GUI of the system 100 begins with the display of the website
design plate 210 on a user interface at step 1602. The user interface can be a computer monitor, a television screen or any
other input/output device that includes a display screen that is known in the art. Next, at step 1604, a search request is
received at the user interface. At step 1606, the system 100 determines if the party accessing the system has already
logged into the system. If the registered party has not already logged in (i.e., the party is a potential customer rather than a
registered user), the system proceeds to step 1608, in which a login form such as that discussed with reference to FIG. 11
is displayed. At step 1610, the system 100 receives user information at the user interface (i.e., in the login form). At steps
1612 and 1614, respectively, the user information is transmitted to and saved at a database of the system, i.e., third party
user database 160.

Upon completing the log in process (such that the potential customer is now a registered user), or if it was determined in
step 1606 that the registered user was already logged in, the system proceeds to step 1616, at which the system accesses a
database to obtain information regarding web assets or other elements. The information that is obtained is responsive to
the search request entered at step 1604; that is, the information concerns web assets, if the search request was made via fx
menu 430, concerns sound elements if the search request was made via sound menu 540 and concerns color elements if
the search request was made via color pallet 640. The information concerning the web assets or other elements comes
from web assets database 170. At step 1618, the GUI provides a listing of the available web assets or other elements, in fx
menu 430, sound menu 540 or color pallet 640 depending upon the type of search request that was received at step 1604.
At step 1620, the system 100 receives a selection indication from the registered user at the user interface that indicates a
first web asset or other element that the registered user desires to implement in its website. Upon receiving this selection
of a web asset or other element, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is displayed at the user interface. At step 1624, any further



information that is necessary to display the selected web asset or other element is obtained from web assets database 170,
and then, at step 1626, the selected web asset or other element is displayed on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310. In step 1628,
the size of the selected web asset or other element is displayed on the STICKY PAD.TM. in the running meter block 810,
which in alternate embodiments can also display the download time or other information regarding the selected web asset
or other element.

At step 1630, the system 100 receives an additional input at the user interface from the registered user. If the additional
input is another search request (as in step 1604), the system 100 again accesses web assets database 170 to obtain
information regarding available web assets or other elements, at step 1632. At step 1634, the system 100 again provides a
listing of available web assets or other elements that is responsive to the search request. At step 1636, the system 100
receives an input from the registered user indicating which of the listed web assets or other elements is desired for
implementation in the registered user's website. Then, in step 1638, the system 100 retrieves information concerning the
selected web asset or other element. Further, at step 1640, the system 100 receives an additional input from the registered
user that is a command indicating where to position the newly selected web asset or other element on the STICKY
PAD.TM. 310. The input can be a command to drag and drop the selected web asset or other element onto the first web
asset or other element that is already positioned within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, or can be merely a command to
display the selected web asset or other element at some location within design space 280 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310. In
response to this input command, the displayed contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 are modified to include the newly
selected web asset or other element at step 1642. Upon modifying the displayed contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310,
the size of the modified contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. is displayed (i.e., updated) at the running meter block 810 of
the STICKY PAD.TM.,, at step 1644. The program then returns to step 1630.

The additional input received at the user interface at step 1630 can also be a command to drop the STICKY PAD.TM.
contents into the website design plate 210. If this occurs, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed from the user interface,
i.e., is no longer displayed, at step 1646. Then, at step 1648, the STICKY PAD.TM. contents are displayed in an
interactive manner on the website design plate 210. The system 100 then is ready to receive an additional input at the user
interface, at step 1650. In certain embodiments in which the GUI can display both website design plate 210 and STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 simultaneously (e.g., on different parts of the display screen of the user interface), the STICKY PAD.TM.
310 need not be removed from display. Rather, the contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 need only be moved or copied
to the website design plate 210.

Referring to FIG. 17A, if the input received at the user interface at step 1650 is a text input command, the system 100
immediately displays STICKY PAD.TM. 310 again on the user interface at step 1702. The text input command is a
selection of text button 235. Once STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is displayed, the registered user can input text by typing text at
the user interface, which is received by the system 100 at step 1704. The text that is input at the user interface by the
registered user is displayed in the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, at step 1706. Then, at step 1708, the system 100 receives an
additional command at the user interface. If the command is to invoke the text editor, i.e., the registered user selects text
editor button 345 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the system 100 proceeds to step 1710, and displays text editor options.

At step 1712, the system 100 receives a command concerning the text editor options. If the registered user provides a
command to perform a spell check, the system 100 then executes a spell check of the text at step 1714 and displays the
spell checked text at step 1716, before returning to step 1708 to receive an additional command. If the received command
at step 1712 is to modify one of the font, style, size or color of the text, the system 100 performs the requested
modification and then displays the modified text at step 1718 before returning to step 1708 to receive an additional
command. The command to modify the font, style, size or color of the text can include a selection of a change font,
change style, change size or change color button, followed by a selection of a desired font, style, size or color to be
applied to the text being edited. At step 1708, it is also possible to receive a command to drop the STICKY PAD.TM.
contents back into the website design plate 210. If such a command is received, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed
from the user interface (i.e., is no longer displayed) at step 1720, and then the STICKY PAD.TM. contents are displayed
on the website design plate 210, at step 1722. The program then returns to step 1650 for receipt of an additional input at
the user interface.

Referring to FIG. 17B, the additional input received at step 1650 can also be the selection of tables button 255 of the



website design plate 210 by the registered user, indicating that the registered user wishes to generate a table or cell. Upon
selection of the tables button 255, the system 100 displays the options concerning the creation of tables and cells,
including their location within a website (i.e., by displaying tables menu 1110), at step 1750. At step 1752, the system 100
receives a selection concerning the tables and cells from the registered user at the user interface. At step 1754, the selected
table or cell is displayed on the website design plate 210. Next, at step 1756, a command can be received to modify the
position or size of the table or cell. Upon receiving such a command, the table or cell is appropriately adjusted in position
and/or size at step 1758. The command to modify the position or size of the table or cell at step 1756 can include a
command or selection input concerning the location of the table or cell within the website or on a web page (i.e., by way
of locations button 1140). Upon completion of the table or cell, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

Turning to FIGS. 18A and 18B, the additional input received at the user interface at step 1650 can be a save input or a
preview input, which the registered user can provide by selecting save button 218 or preview button 230 of the website
design plate 210, respectively. Upon receiving the save input, the system 100 determines in step 1802 whether payment
has been received from the registered user. If payment has not yet been received from the registered user, the system 100
displays at the user interface an inquiry as to whether payment has been forgotten at step 1804. Upon receiving a pay by
credit card input at the user interface, at step 1806, the system displays a credit card information form at step 1808 (i.e.,
credit card information menu 1540). In step 1810, credit card information is received from the registered user at the user
interface and, at step 1812, the system 100 determines whether the information provided is adequate. If the credit card
information is inadequate, the system 100 returns to step 1808 and the credit card information form is again displayed. If
the credit card information is adequate, the system 100 proceeds to step 1814, in which payment is received from the
registered user's credit card by way of a standard e-commerce credit card transaction. Upon receiving payment at step
1814, or having determined that payment was already received at step 1802, the system 100 saves all of the website
design information that is currently existing in website design plate 210 at the server computer 140, at step 1816. The
saved website design information can then be used to post/activate an operational website on the internet. Upon saving the
information, the system 100 returns to step 1650. With respect to FIG. 18B, if the input at step 1650 is a preview input,
the system 100 proceeds to step 1818, at which a preview of the website's operation given its current state of development
is provided. This allows for the registered user to view a simulation of the operation of its website, before the website is
saved or activated on the internet. After providing this preview or simulation, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

Referring to FIGS. 19A and 19B, the additional input received at step 1650 can also be a navigation input, which the
registered user provides by selecting navigation button 225 of website design plate 210. Upon receiving the navigation
input, the system 100 displays a navigation menu (i.e., navigation menu 1010), and then receives an additional input at the
user interface, at steps 1902 and 1904, respectively. If the additional input received at the user interface at step 1904 is a
selection of a page name field corresponding to pages 1-10 (i.e., fields 1015), the system 100 receives page name
information from the registered user at step 1906 and then displays the page name information in the page name field at
step 1908, before returning to step 1904 to receive an additional input at the user interface. If the input received at step
1904 is an add new page command (i.e., provided by selecting add new page button 1020), the system 100 receives page
identification information concerning the newly added page at step 1910 and displays the new page number and page
identification information on the navigation menu at step 1912 before returning to step 1904.

If the input at step 1904 is a selection of the scroll menu (i.e., provided by selecting scroll menu button 1030), the system
100 displays suggested page names at step 1914, and then receives a selection of one or more of the suggested page names
from the registered user at step 1916 before returning to step 1904. If the input received at step 1904 is a selection of the
navigation locations menu (i.e. selection of navigation locations button 1050), the system 100 displays a list of locations
within a web page at which navigation information can be displayed, at step 1918. Upon receiving a selected location for
the navigation information from the registered user at step 1920, the system returns to step 1904. Further, if the input
received at step 1904 is a selection of one of the displayed page numbers on the navigation menu 1010, the display of the
navigation menu is ended at step 1922, and the selected web page is displayed on the website design plate 210 at step
1924. The system 100 then returns to step 1650.

Referring to FIGS. 20A and 20B, the registered user can provide a STAY STICKY.TM. input at step 1650 by selecting
STAY STICKY.TM. button 260. Upon receiving such an input, the system 100 displays STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210
at step 2002 and then receives a STAY STICKY.TM. selection at step 2004. If the received selection is for the smart



agent feature, the system 100 then receives an input concerning the smart agent feature at smart agent menu 1220, at step
2006. If the received input is a request for suggested marketing locations, the system 100 checks third party user database
160 to determine whether suggested marketing locations had previously been determined, at step 2008. If suggested
marketing locations had been previously determined, these suggested marketing locations are then displayed at the user
interface, at step 2014. If suggested marketing locations had not been previously determined, the system 100 accesses
third party user database 160 to obtain the registered user's log in information, and then determines suggested marketing
locations based upon this log in information, at steps 2010 and 2012, respectively. Once the suggested marketing locations
are determined, these suggested marketing locations are then displayed at step 2014. Following display of the suggested
marketing locations at step 2014, the system 100 returns to step 2004.

If the STAY STICKY.TM. selection received at step 2004 is to create links, the system 100 then receives marketing
location selections at the user interface at step 2018. The marketing location selection information can be provided by the
registered user at location selection menu 1260. Upon receiving the marketing location selection information, the
marketing location selection information is stored at third party user database 160 at step 2020. This stored information is
later used to generate links at the selected marketing locations (i.e., websites) when the registered user's website is
activated. The system 100 then proceeds to step 2022, at which the system determines whether a reciprocal link site has
already been created in the registered user's website, for displaying links to other websites. If a link site has not yet been
created, the system creates a link site on the registered user's website, at step 2024 before returning to step 1650.
Otherwise, the system 100 immediately returns to step 1650.

If the STAY STICKY.TM. selection received at step 2004 is for banner ad rotation, the system 100 proceeds to step 2026,
at which the system determines whether a banner ad has already been created by the registered user. If a banner ad has not
yet been created, the system 100 proceeds to step 2028, in which the system displays at the user interface a message
indicating that a banner ad needs to be created by the registered user in order to participate in banner ad rotation, before
returning to step 1650. A banner ad can then be created by the registered user using he capabilities of the website design
plate 210 and the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, including the search capabilities. If it is determined at step 2026 that a banner
ad has already been created by the registered user, the system 100 proceeds to step 2030, at which it receives marketing
location selection information at the user interface. The marketing location selection information can be provided at
location selection menu 1260 or a similar menu, and can include marketing location selections that were determined by
the system at step 2012.

At step 2032, the marketing location selection information provided from the registered user is stored in third party user
database 160, where it can be later accessed upon activation of the registered user's website. The system 100 then
proceeds to step 2034, at which it determines whether a reciprocal banner ad site has already been created on the
registered user's website, so that banner ads from other websites can be displayed on the registered user's website once it
is activated. If a banner ad site has not yet been created, the system 100 creates a banner ad site at step 2036 before
returning to step 1650. Otherwise, if a banner ad site has already been created, the system 100 immediately returns to step
1650. Upon activation of the registered user's website, the registered user's website can display an unlimited number of
banner ads from other websites on its reciprocal banner ad site, and the system 100 also displays the registered user's
banner ad at the marketing locations (websites) that the registered user specified at step 2030.

If, at step 2004, the STAY STICKY.TM. selection is for the MAIL WIZ.TM. feature, the system 100 proceeds to step
2038 and displays MAIL WIZ.TM. menu 1280. The system 100 then receives an input from the registered user
concerning the number of parties that the registered user desires to be included on the registered user's e-mail list, at step
2040. Further, at step 2042, the system 100 receives an input at the user interface concerning the registered user's desired
e-mail message. All of the received information is then saved in third party user database 160, before the system 100
returns to step 1650. Upon activation of the registered user's website, e-mail messages are sent to other registered user's
websites, and the number of e-mail messages sent is monitored by the system 100. Although not shown in FIGS. 20A and
20B, in some embodiments credit card information (and payment) must be received by the system 100 in order to set up
and activate the STAY STICKY.TM. features, i.e., banner ad rotation, links creation, and MAIL WIZ.TM.. In such
embodiments, the system 100 performs steps 1808-1814 (shown with respect to FIG. 18A) during or immediately
following its performance of steps 2018-2024, 2026-2036 and 2038-2044 concerning links creation, banner ad rotation
and MAIL WIZ.TM., respectively.



Referring to FIGS. 21A and 21B, the registered user can provide an e-commerce input at step 1650 by selecting e-
commerce button 265 from website design plate 210. Upon receiving the e-commerce input, the system 100 displays e-
commerce menu 1310, at step 2102. The system 100 then receives at step 2104 an input from the registered user
concerning the desired type of e-commerce. If the received input indicates that the registered user desires to employ a
standard e-commerce arrangement involving a shopping cart, the system 100 displays a list of available shopping cart
types at step 2106. The system then receives a selection of a type of shopping cart from the registered user at step 2108,
before proceeding to step 2114. If the received input at step 2104 is for an e-commerce arrangement involving an auction,
the system 100 displays a list of available auction types at step 2110, and then receives a selection of a type of auction
from the registered user at step 2112 before proceeding to step 2114. At step 2114, the system 100 uploads a product
picture provided from the registered user, i.e., from the hard drive of the registered user computer 180. Then, the system
100 further receives inputs concerning the product description, the product price and the product SKU number at the user
interface, at steps 2116, 2118, and 2119, respectively. If the e-commerce arrangement selected by the registered user
involves an auction, the product price information received from the registered user at step 2118 concerns a reserved
price.

Next, at step 2120, the system 100 determines whether merchant account information has already been provided from the
registered user. If merchant account information has not yet been provided, the system 100 displays merchant account
information form 1370, at step 2122. Upon receiving merchant account information at the user interface from the
registered user at step 2124, the system 100 then sends the merchant account information to the merchant account vendor
for processing at step 2126, before returning to step 1650. Although, because the registered user has not yet concluded its
merchant account arrangement, the system 100 cannot finalize the registered user's e-commerce arrangement, the
information provided by the registered user in steps 2104 to 2119 can be saved and utilized again once the registered
user's merchant account arrangement has been finalized. If, at step 2120, it is determined that the merchant account
information has already been provided by the registered user, the system 100 receives a merchant account identification
number or other identifier at the user interface, at step 2128, and then proceeds to display the finalized shopping cart or
auction feature at website design plate 210. The system 100 then returns to step 1650.

Turning to FIG. 22A, the registered user can provide an examples input by selecting examples button 270 from website
design plate 210. Upon such a selection, the system 100 displays an examples menu at the user's interface, at step 2124.
The system 100 then receives an example selection by the registered user at the user interface, at step 2226, and then
displays the selected example, at step 2228, before returning to step 1650. With respect to FIG. 22B, if the registered user
provides a help/statistics input by selecting help/statistics button 275 of the web design plate 210 at step 1650, the system
100 proceeds to display help/statistics menu 1430, at step 2202. The system 100 then receives a help/statistics selection at
step 2204. If the help/statistics selection is a document help input, the system 100 accesses programming database 190 to
obtain relevant written help instructions, at step 2206, and then displays the written help instructions at the user interface,
at step 2208, before returning to step 1650. If the received help/statistics selection concerns tech support, the system 100
displays a message indicating that tech support can be obtained either by sending an e-mail message or by telephone, at
step 2210. The system 100 then provides the registered user with an option to proceed with tech support, which option
must be selected by the registered user in order for a tech support specialist to view the current status of the registered
user's GUI and provide assistance, at step 2211. Once assistance has been provided, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

If the received help/statistics selection concerns a wizard input, as shown in FIG. 22C, the system 100 displays the wizard
caricature at the user interface, at step 2212. The system 100 then accesses programming database 190 to obtain any
relevant wizard suggestions, at step 2214, and then displays the relevant wizard suggestions, at step 2216, before returning
to step 1650. If the help/statistics selection received at step 2204 is a size meter input, then the system calculates size and
download time parameters for the registered user's website, as well as for the current web page being displayed by website
design plate 210, at step 2218. Then, at step 2220, the system 100 displays at the user interface meter box 1480, which
shows the size and download time parameters for the registered user's website and the currently displayed web page,
before returning to step 1650.

Turning to FIG. 23, an additional flow chart is provided showing operation of the system 100 when the registered user is
returning to the system to complete a website design that was previously begun. At step 2302, website design plate 210 is



provided at the user interface. If the system 100 determines that the registered user's website in its current state of
development has more than one web page, at step 2304, the system 100 displays navigation menu 1010 at step 2306. The
system 100 then receives a selection of one of the web page numbers displayed on navigation menu 1010, at step 2308.
Upon receiving a selected web page number, the system 100 removes navigation menu 1010 from the user interface, at
step 2310, and displays the one or more web assets and other elements of the selected web page on the website design
plate 210, at step 2312. Further, if the system 100 determines, at step 2304, that the registered user's website in its current
state of development has only web page, the system displays the one or more web assets or other elements of that web
page on the website design plate 210, at step 2312.

Next, at step 2314, the system 100 receives an edit command provided by the registered user by selecting edit button 220.
Upon receiving the edit command, the system 100 causes each of the web assets and other elements that are displayed on
the website design plate 210 to become interactive, at step 2316. The system 100 then receives a selection of one or more
of the web assets or other elements displayed on the website design plate, at step 2318. In response to this selection, the
system 100 displays STICKY PAD.TM. 310 on the user interface, at step 2320, and further displays the selected web
asset or other element on the STICKY PAD.TM. as the STICKY PAD.TM. contents, at step 2322.

At step 2324, the system 100 receives a command to modify the selected web asset or other element displayed within
STICKY PAD.TM. 310. This command can involve adding additional web assets, sounds or colors to the selected web
asset or to the design space 280 surrounding the selected web asset, as well as involve moving the selected web asset
within design space 280 or resizing the selected web asset, among other modifications.

At step 2326, the modified web asset or other element, or modified contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, are displayed
within the STICKY PAD.TM.. At step 2328, the system 100 receives a command to drop the contents of the STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 into the website design plate 210. Next, at step 2330, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed from the user
interface (i.e., is no longer displayed) and the contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 are moved onto the website design
plate 210, at step 2332. The design of the registered user's website can continue with the receiving of additional inputs
from the registered user at the user interface, at step 2334.

While the foregoing specification illustrates and describes the preferred embodiments of this invention, it is to be
understood that the invention is not limited to the precise construction herein disclosed. The invention can be embodied in
other specific forms without departing from the spirit or essential attributes. Accordingly, reference should be made to the
following claims, rather than to the foregoing specification, as indicating the scope of the invention.
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Method of moderating external access to an electronic document authoring development and
distribution system

Abstract

A method for moderating external access to an electronic document authoring, development and distribution
system can comprise the steps of: identifying a third party requesting access to the system; permitting restricted
access to the third party; and, eliminating all access restrictions imposed in the permitting step when the third
party registers with the system. Thus, the inventive method provides to a third party potential customer access
to the electronic document authoring, development and distribution system without risking the abuse of the
system by the potential customer. The inventive method can encourage the submission of third party Web assets
for use by registered users of the system. Specifically, the inventive method can further comprise the steps of:
accepting electronic submissions of Web assets from the third party; storing the accepted Web assets in a Web
asset database; and, compensating the third party for subsequent distribution of the Web assets.
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Claims

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for moderating external access to an electronic document authoring, development and distribution
system comprising the steps of: identifying a third party requesting access to said electronic document
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authoring, development and distribution system; permitting restricted access to said third party to selected
functions of said electronic document authoring, development and distribution system; and, eliminating all
access restrictions to said selected functions in said electronic document authoring, development and
distribution system which were imposed in said permitting step when said third party registers as a registered
user of said electronic document authoring, development and distribution system.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein said permitting step comprises the steps of: first disabling in said
system all document saving functionality; second disabling in said system all document copying functionality;
third disabling in said system all document downloading functionality; and, permitting access to said system
subsequent to said first, second and third disabling steps.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein said eliminating step comprises the steps of: accepting payment
from said third party; recognizing said third party as a registered user; and, removing access restrictions to said
system imposed on said registered third party by said permitting step.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein said accepting step comprises the steps of: accepting credit-card
information from said third party; submitting said credit card information to a corresponding credit card
authorization system; and, retrieving payment authorization from said authorization system.

5. The method according to claim 3, wherein said removing step comprises the steps of: first enabling in said
system all document saving functionality; second enabling in said system all document copying functionality;
third enabling in said system all document downloading functionality; and, permitting access to said system
subsequent to said first, second and third enabling steps.

6. The method according to claim 3, further comprising the steps of: accepting a request from said registered
user for a unique URL,; registering said unique URL on behalf of said registered user; and, associating said
unique URL with a Web site commissioned by said registered user and posted for Internet viewing said system.

7. The method according to claim 3, further comprising the steps of: accepting a request from said registered
user to submit a URL associated with a Web site commissioned by said registered user to a plurality of Web
search engines; retrieving a list of said Web search engines selected by said registered user; and, submitting said
URL to each Web search engine contained in said list.

8. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: accepting electronic submissions of Web
assets from said third party; storing said accepted Web assets in a Web asset database; and, compensating said
third party for subsequent distribution of said Web assets.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein said accepting step comprises the steps of: permitting an upload of
said Web assets from said third party; screening said uploaded Web assets for marketable content; and,
accepting said screened uploaded Web assets for distribution on said system.

10. The method according to claim 8, wherein said compensating step comprises the steps of: for each Web
asset used by a registered user in forming a Web page, identifying a third party author corresponding to said
Web asset; and, crediting a credit card account of said third party author in compensation for said use by said
registered user of said Web asset corresponding to said third party author.

11. A computer apparatus programmed with a routine set of instructions stored in a fixed medium, said
apparatus comprising: means for identifying a third party requesting access to an electronic document



authoring, development and distribution system; means for permitting restricted access to said third party to
selected functions of said electronic document authoring, development and distribution system; and, means for
eliminating all access restrictions to said selected functions in said electronic document authoring, development
and distribution system which were imposed in said permitting step when said third party registers as a
registered user of said electronic document authoring, development and distribution system.

12. The computer apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said permitting means comprises: first means for
disabling in said system all document saving functionality; second means for disabling in said system all
document copying functionality; third means for disabling in said system all document downloading
functionality; and, means for permitting access to said system subsequent to said first, second and third
disabling by said first, second and third disabling means.

13. The computer apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said eliminating means comprises: means for
accepting payment from said third party; means for recognizing said third party as a registered user; and, means
for removing access restrictions to said system imposed on said registered third party by said permitting means.

14. The computer apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said accepting means comprises: means for
accepting credit card information from said third party; means for submitting said credit card information to a
corresponding credit card authorization system; and, means for retrieving payment authorization from said
authorization system.

15. The computer apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said removing means comprises: first means for
enabling in said system all document saving functionality; second means for enabling in said system all
document copying functionality; third means for enabling in said system all document downloading
functionality; and, means for permitting access to said system subsequent to said first, second and third enabling
by said first, second and third enabling means.

16. The computer apparatus according to claim 13, further comprising: means for accepting a request from said
registered user for a unique URL; means for registering said unique URL on behalf of said registered user; and,
means for associating said unique URL with a Web site commissioned by said registered user and posted for
Internet viewing said system.

17. The computer apparatus according to claim 13, further comprising: means for accepting a request from said
registered user to submit a URL associated with a Web site commissioned by said registered user to a plurality
of Web search engines; means for retrieving a list of said Web search engines selected by said registered user;
and, means for submitting said URL to each Web search engine contained in said list.

18. The computer apparatus according to claim 11, further comprising: means for accepting electronic
submissions of Web assets from said third party; means for storing said accepted Web assets in a Web asset
database; and, means for compensating said third party for subsequent distribution of said Web assets.

19. The computer apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said accepting means comprises: means for
permitting an upload of said Web assets from said third party; means for screening said uploaded Web assets for
marketable content; and, means for accepting said screened uploaded Web assets for distribution on said
system.

20. The computer apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said compensating means comprises: for each Web
asset used by a registered user in forming a Web page, means for identifying a third party author corresponding



to said Web asset; and, means for crediting a credit card account of said third party author in compensation for
said use by said registered user of said Web asset corresponding to said third party author.

Description

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT
(Not Applicable)

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

This invention relates to the field of electronic document authoring, development and distribution and more
particularly to a method for moderating external access to an electronic document authoring, development and
distribution system.

2. Description of the Related Art

The World Wide Web [Web] has rapidly become an invaluable tool to individuals and businesses. Not only can
an individual or business post information on the Web, but also it can use the Web to transact electronic
commerce. Because the public is acutely aware of the Web's business and personal benefits, millions of Web
pages are being added to the Web each year.

Typically, a Web page is defined by a document containing HyperText Markup Language [HTML] code. An
HTML document suitable for posting on the Internet includes both "content” and "markup.” Content is
information which describes a Web page's text or other information for display or playback on a computer's
monitor, speakers, etc. Markup is information which describes the Web page's behavioral characteristics, such
as how the content is displayed and how other information can be accessed via the Web page.

In order to provide Web-based information and services over the Internet, the Web employs "client” computers,
"browser" software, and "server" computers. A client computer is a computer used by an individual to connect
to the Internet and access Web pages. A browser is a software application, located on a client computer, which
requests, via the Internet, a Web page from a server. A server is a computer which stores Web page information,
retrieves that information in response to a browser's request, and sends the information, via the Internet, to the
client computer. Thus, after a Web page is created, the page must be "posted" to a particular server which
"hosts" the page, so that the page can be accessed over the Internet.

In operation, the browser can accept a unique address corresponding to the requested Web page residing on a
particular domain on the Internet. A domain is an address identifying a unique portion of the Internet. Each
domain address is assigned by a central administrator of Internet domain names which provides, tracks and
disseminates to the Internet unique domain names corresponding to each domain. Thus, in order to provide Web
pages on a particular domain, a domain name first must be registered with the central administrator of Internet
domain names.

The unique address corresponding to the requested Web page includes a reference to the domain in which the



requested Web page is stored. The unique address is commonly referred to as a uniform resource locator [URL].
Each URL contains the domain name concatenated with a local address for locating the requested Web page on

the chosen domain. After receiving the page, the browser displays the Web page corresponding to the requested

URL in a Web browser window on the client computer's monitor.

In consequence of the vast number of Web pages and their corresponding URLS residing on the Internet,
locating a particular Web page without knowing the particular URL can prove difficult. Traditionally, persons
interacting with the Internet can locate a particular URL by querying a search engine. A search engine, a Web
page in of itself residing on the Internet, typically contains a database of Web pages, corresponding URLSs, and
corresponding keywords related to the content of each Web page. Thus, a person can provide the search engine
with a keyword relating to the topic for which the person seeks an appropriate Web page. In response, the
search engine can select a corresponding Web page and URL, providing the URL to the requesting person in
Web page format.

Though the idea of having one's own Web page is appealing, the average individual has little or no knowledge
about how to create a Web page. Particularly, the average individual does not know how to create an HTML
document or to post that document to a server. Unless that individual is willing to learn how to create and post
their own Web page, that individual is faced with few options. In consequence, the most commonly used
method for an individual to post a Web page on the Internet is to employ one of numerous companies to
provide, for a fee, Web page development services. After contacting such a company, the individual would meet
with one of the company's Web page designers to explain the individual's concept for the Web page. The
designer subsequently would create the associated HTML document. After approval by the individual, the
designer may provide the service of posting the Web page to a server. However, the server typically is not
associated with the page development company. Thus, the individual must separately contract with a Web
hosting service associated with the server to host the Web page.

Nevertheless, the Web page creation and posting process is time consuming and expensive, because it requires
the individual and the designer to spend a significant amount of time together working on a particular page
design. In addition, the process is inefficient because the individual must work separately with a designer and an
Web hosting service. Thus, a method for enabling an individual to conveniently design a Web page without
requiring that individual to learn HTML or to interact extensively with a Web page designer streamlines the
Web page creation and posting process.

Still, potential users of an integrated system for creating and posting Web pages remain cautious. First, third
party potential users hesitate to purchase a long term contract for hosting a Web page without first realizing the
effectiveness of the integrated system. Third party potential users would prefer to "test-drive" the integrated
system prior to paying for the use of the integrated system. Of course, the provider of the integrated system
requires assurances that the third party potential user will not abuse the provider's good faith in providing free
access to the third party potential user.

Second, potential users require a diverse selection of visual and functional components for inclusion in their
Web pages. Presently, users of Web design services are limited to Web designs comprising a limited selection
of bitmapped graphics, fonts, background images, etc. One method of increasing the design service provider's
catalog of Web page objects is by distributing the Web page components of third party authors. For instance,
the provider could accept submissions of third-party authored bitmapped graphics, digitized audio, customized
backgrounds, and digitized video. Naturally, the third party author will demand compensation in exchange for
permitting the use of the Web page components. Moreover, the third party author will require access to the
integrated system in order to upload contributed Web page objects. Conversely, as in the case of the free-trial,



the Web design service provider will demand adequate assurances that the third party author will not abuse the
access to the integrated system. In consequence, a need exists for a method for moderating external access to an
electronic document authoring, development and distribution system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A method for moderating external access to an electronic document authoring, development and distribution
system in accordance with the inventive arrangement satisfies the long-felt need of the prior art by providing to
third parties efficient access to system resources while maintaining appropriate security on the authoring,
development and distribution system. Thus, the inventive arrangements provide a method for controlling access
to a web document authoring, development and distribution system. The inventive arrangements have
advantages over all known web document development and distribution methods, and provide a novel and
nonobvious method for limiting access to the resources of a system for creating and posting an HTML
document on the Web for the benefit of a registered user.

A method for moderating external access to an electronic document authoring, development and distribution
system can comprise the steps of: identifying a third party requesting access to the system; permitting restricted
access to the third party; and, eliminating all access restrictions imposed in the permitting step when the third
party registers with the system. The inventive method provides to a third party potential customer access to the
electronic document authoring, development and distribution system without risking the abuse of the system by
the potential customer. Specifically, the permitting step comprises the steps of: first disabling in the system all
document saving functionality; second disabling in the system all document copying functionality; third
disabling in the system all document downloading functionality; and, permitting access to the system
subsequent to the first, second and third disabling steps. Finally, the eliminating step comprises the steps of:
accepting payment from the third party; recognizing the third party as a registered user; and, removing access
restrictions to the system imposed on the registered third party by the permitting step.

The inventive method can eliminate access restrictions imposed upon a third party's access to the system during
the conversion of the third party from a potential customer to a registered user. As part of the eliminating step,
the accepting step comprises the steps of: accepting credit card information from the third party; submitting the
credit card information to a corresponding credit card authorization system; and, retrieving payment
authorization from the authorization system. Moreover, the removing step comprises the steps of: first enabling
in the system all document saving functionality; second enabling in the system all document copying
functionality; third enabling in the system all document downloading functionality; and, permitting access to the
system subsequent to the first, second and third enabling steps.

Additionally, the inventive method can further comprise the steps of: accepting a request from the registered
user for a unique URL,; registering the unique URL on behalf of the registered user; and, associating the unique
URL with a Web site commissioned by the registered user and posted for Internet viewing. Likewise, the
inventive method can further comprise the steps of: accepting a request from the registered user to submit a
URL associated with a Web site commissioned by the registered user to a plurality of Web search engines;
retrieving a list of the Web search engines selected by the registered user; and, submitting the URL to each Web
search engine contained in the list.

The inventive method can encourage the submission of third party Web assets for use by registered users of the
system. Specifically, the inventive method can further comprise the steps of: accepting electronic submissions
of Web assets from the third party; storing the accepted Web assets in a Web asset database; and, compensating
the third party for subsequent distribution of the Web assets. The accepting step comprises the steps of:



permitting an upload of the Web assets from the third party; screening the uploaded Web assets for marketable
content; and, accepting the screened uploaded Web assets for distribution on the system. The compensating step
comprises the steps of: for each Web asset used by a registered user in forming a Web page, identifying a third
party author corresponding to the Web asset; and, crediting a credit card account of the third party author in
compensation for the use by the registered user of the Web asset corresponding to the third party author.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

There are presently shown in the drawings embodiments which are presently preferred, it being understood,
however, that the invention is not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumentalities shown.

FIG. 1 illustrates a system in which the method of the present invention can be practiced;

FIGS. 2A-2C, taken together, illustrate a flowchart of a method for moderating external access to an electronic
document authoring, development and distribution system in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the
present invention;

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

It is to be understood that the phraseology or terminology employed herein is for the purpose of description, and
not of limitation. Accordingly, the invention is intended to embrace all such alternatives, modifications,
equivalents, and variations as fall within the spirit and broad scope of the appended claims. The present
invention is a method for moderating external access to an electronic document authoring, development and
distribution system. The method can be performed on a computer system operably connected to the Internet. In
the preferred embodiment, the method can identify a user requesting access to the system. If the user is a
potential customer, the method can restrict the potential customer’s access to saving and downloading features
of the system. Consequently, the potential user can sample the functionality and utility of the system without
gaining full access to the system before first paying an access fee for access rights to the system. In contrast, if
the user is a third party author of a Web asset for use in a Web page designed by a registered user using the
system, the method permits the third party author to upload the author's contribution to the system's Web asset
database. Subsequently, if a registered user of the system uses in the creation of a Web page the Web asset
uploaded by the third party author, the system can compensate the third party author for the use of the Web
asset contribution.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a system in which the method of the present invention can be practiced.
Specifically, the preferred system includes a Web site authoring, development and distribution system 4. The
system 4 is implemented on a server computer operably connected to the Internet 3 using standard techniques
well-known in the art, for instance the TCP/IP protocol. The method preferably can be implemented on the
server computer using standard computer programming techniques well-known in the art. As an example, the
inventive method can preferably be implemented using the Java. TM. programming language distributed by Sun
Microcomputer Corp. of Palo Alto, Calif.

Three types of third parties can interact with the system 4 through the Internet using standard Web-browsers,
well-known in the art. First, registered users 8 who have submitted payment to the operator of the system 4 in
exchange for full access to the system 4 can fully access the system 4. Second, third party potential customers 1
who have not submitted payment to the operator of system 4 in exchange for full access to the system 4 can
receive limited access to the system 4. Finally, third party authors 2 who contribute Web assets for use in Web
pages created by registered users 8 can access the system 4 for the limited purpose of uploading Web assets to



the system 4 for distribution by the system 4.

System 4 preferably has a third party user database 6 and a Web assets database 7. The third party user database
preferably includes a listing of all third party users registered to use the system 4. Specifically, registered users
8 are included in the third party user database 6. Moreover, third party user database 6 preferably includes a
listing of third party authors 2 who have uploaded Web assets to the Web assets database 7 for distribution to
the registered users 8 in the Web pages created by the registered users 8. Web assets database 7 preferably can
store a catalog of Web assets uploaded by third party authors 2. Web assets database 7, however, is not limited
to uploaded Web assets. Rather, Web assets database 7 can further include Web assets derived for other sources,
for example Web assets created by the operator of the system 4.

The system 4 can automatically compensate a third party author 2 whose uploaded Web asset has been
distributed to a registered user 8. When system 4 posts a Web page having a Web asset uploaded by a third
party author 2 on behalf of a registered user 8, the system 4 can credit the credit card account of the third party
author 2 in compensation for the use of the Web asset. Specifically, the system 4 can contact the credit card
company 5 corresponding to the third party author's 2 credit card and can submit a credit over the Internet 3 to
the credit card company 5.

FIGS. 2A-2C, taken together, are a flowchart illustrating a method for moderating external access to the
electronic document authoring, development and distribution system 4. In the preferred embodiment, the
method can identify a request by a third party to access the system 4. If the third party is a third party a potential
customer 1, the method can restrict the third party potential customer's 1 access to the saving, copying and
downloading features of the system. Consequently, the third party potential user 1 can sample the functionality
and utility of the system 4 without gaining full access to the system 4 before first paying an access fee for
access rights to the system 4. In contrast, if the third party is a third party author 2 of a Web asset for use in a
Web page designed by a registered user 8 using the system 4, the method permits the third party author 4 to
upload the third party author's 2 contribution to the system's 4 Web asset database 7. Subsequently, if a
registered user 8 of the system uses in the creation of a Web page the Web asset uploaded by the third party
author 2, the system 4 can compensate the third party author 2 for the use of the Web asset contribution.

The inventive method begins in FIG. 2A in step 50 where system 4 identifies the third party user requesting
access to the system 4. In decision step 52, if the third party user is a third party author 2, the system proceeds to
jump circle B to further process the third party author's 2 request for access to the system 4. Alternatively, if in
decision step 52, the identified third party user is not a third party author 2, the method further determines in
decision step 54 whether the requesting third party user is a registered user 8, or a third party potential customer
1. If the identified third party user is a registered user 8, no restrictions are placed on the registered user's 8
access to the system 4 and the registered user 8, in step 62, is admitted to the system 4.

Conversely, if the identified third party user is a third party potential customer 1, restrictions are placed on the
third party potential customer's 1 access to the system 4. Specifically, in step 56, the Save function preferably is
disabled. Thus, although the third party potential customer 1 can create a Web page using the system 4, the third
party potential customer 1 preferably cannot save an electronic copy of the Web page to permanent storage.
Furthermore, in step 58, preferably the Copy function is disabled. Again, although the third party potential
customer 1 can create a Web page using the system 4, the third party potential customer 1 preferably cannot
create an electronic copy of the Web page. Finally, in step 60, preferably the Download function is disabled. As
before, although the third party potential customer 1 can create a Web page using the system 4, the third party
potential customer 1 preferably cannot download an electronic copy of the Web page. Thereafter, the third party
potential customer 1 can be admitted to the system 4 in step 62.



Once admitted to the system 4 in step 62, the user, be it a registered user 8 or a third party potential customer 1,
can utilize the system 4 to create a Web page. When finished creating a Web page, while accessing the system

4, a third party potential customer can choose to register with the system 4 as a registered user 8. Of course, an

already registered user 8 would have no occasion to choose to register with the system 4. In decision step 64, if
a request for registration is received, the system 4 preferably collects registration information, including credit

card payment information, from the third party potential customer 1.

Subsequently, in step 66 the system 4 preferably can submit the credit card information to credit card company
5 for authorization. Once registered, in step 68 the disabled Download function can be enabled. Likewise, in
step 70 the disabled Copy function can be enabled. Finally, the disabled Save function can be enabled. In this
way, the former third party potential customer 1 preferably has been converted to a registered user 8.

In the preferred embodiment, a registered user 8 can choose a unique URL to be associated with the created
Web page. If the system 4 identifies a registered user 8 option to choose a unique URL in decision step 74,
system 4 preferably can register a unique domain name corresponding to the domain under which the created
Web page can be stored. The domain name can be registered using known methods in the art. One such method
can include querying a database of known domain names to determine the uniqueness of the chosen URL.
Subsequently, system 4 can instruct a central administrator of Internet domain names to register the unique
URL.

Also, in the preferred embodiment a registered user 8 can choose to post the URL corresponding to the Web
page formed using the system 4 to a selection of URL search engines. If the system 4 identifies a registered user
8 option to post the URL to selected search engines in decision step 78, system 4 preferably can accept a list of
selected search engines from the registered user 8 in step 80. Subsequently, the system 4 can post the URL to
each selected search engine in step 82.

If a registered user 8 of the system uses in the creation of a Web page a Web asset uploaded by the third party
author 2, the system 4 can compensate the third party author 2 for the use of the Web asset contribution. Thus,
in accordance with the inventive method, in decision step 84, the system 4 preferably examines the created Web
page for third party Web assets. In no Web assets attributable to a third party author 2 are identified in the Web
page, the method preferably exits in step 86. In contrast, if system 4 identifies in the Web page at least one Web
asset attributable to a third party author 2, the system 4 can compensate the third party author 2 along the path
leading to jump circle C.

FIG. 2B illustrates a process for moderating a third party author's 2 access to the system 4. If, in decision step
52 of FIG. 2A, the system 4 identifies a third party user as a third party author 2, following the path from jump
circle B to decision step 100, the system 4 first determines if the third party author 2 has previously registered
with the system 4. In order to properly screen uploaded Web assets submitted by the third party author 2, the
system 4 preferably can store registration information relating to the third party author 2. Moreover, in order to
effectively compensate the third party author 2, the system preferably can store compensation information
relating to the third party author 2. For example, preferably, the system 4 can store the third party author's 2
name, electronic mail address, mailing address and credit card number and expiration date. The third party
author's 2 registration information preferably can be stored in the third party user database 6 and the Web assets
database 7.

Consequently, in decision step 102, the third party author 2 can request to register with the system 4. If the third
party author 2 declines registration, preferably, in step 110, the third party author 2 is denied access to the



system 4. Conversely, if the third party author 2 requests registration in decision step 102, the system 4 can
accept the registration of the third party author 2 in step 104. If, however, in decision step 100 the system 4
identifies the third party author 2 as having previously registered, the third party author 2 need not re-register. In
any event, the third party author preferably can access the system 4 only to the extent necessary to register and
upload Web assets. Thus, in decision step 106, if the third party author 2 attempts to access the system 4 for any
other purpose, the method exits in step 110.

If, in decision step 106, the third party author 2 attempts to upload at least one Web asset, in step 108, the
system 4 preferably can provisionally accept the third party author's 2 requested upload. Still, in order to ensure
that the uploaded Web asset is appropriate content suitable for inclusion in a Web page generated by the system
4 on behalf of a registered user 8, in step 112, the system 4 preferably can screen each Web asset. Those Web
assets deemed inappropriate by the system 4 for inclusion in the Web asset database 7 are discarded. In contrast,
in step 114, those assets deemed suitable for inclusion in the Web asset database are added to the Web asset
database prior to exiting in step 110. Correspondingly, the third party author 2 preferably can be compensated
for the subsequent inclusion of the uploaded Web asset in a Web page generated by the system 4 on behalf of a
registered user 8.

FIG. 2C illustrates the process for compensating a third party author 2 when the system 4 generates and posts a
Web page having as part of its content a Web asset uploaded by the third party author 2. If, in decision step 84
of FIG. 2A, a third party-authored Web asset is identified in the Web page, following the path leading from
jump circle C to step 150, the system 4 preferably can generate a list of third party-authored Web assets used in
the Web page. Beginning with the first third party-authored Web asset, in step 152, the system 4 can retrieve
from the Web assets database 7 and the third party user database 6, registration information corresponding to
the third party author 2 of the Web asset. In step 154, a credit can be applied to the credit card corresponding to
the third party author 2 using credit card information stored in the third party user database 6 and the Web assets
database 7. Preferably, the system 4 can connect to the credit card company 5 through the Internet 3 to directly
apply the credit owing to the third party author 2. In decision step 156, the system 4 can repeat the process if
additional third party-authored Web assets contained in the Web page remain to be processed. If no third party-
authored Web assets remain to be processed, the method can terminate in step 158.

In consequence, in the preferred embodiment, third party potential customers can "test-drive™ the system 4 prior
to paying for the use of the system 4. In addition, by restricting the potential customer's access to the system 4,
the provider of the system 4 receives assurances that the third party potential customer cannot abuse the
provider's good faith in providing free access to the third party potential customer. Moreover, the inventive
method encourages third party authors 2 to contribute Web assets to the system 4 in exchange for compensation
for Web assets used by the registered users 8. Hence, by virtue of the inventive method, registered users 8 of the
system 4 receive a diverse selection of visual and functional components for inclusion in their Web pages. Thus,
the inventive method can moderate external access to an electronic document authoring, development and
distribution system.
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Method for developing electronic documents providing e-commerce tools

Abstract

A method of assisting a website designer in establishing an arrangement between a first website being designed
by the website designer and a second website in order to market the first website at the second website upon the
activation of the first website on the internet is provided. The method includes, during design of the first
website, receiving information at a user interface indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to be
displayed at the second website, and information specifying the second website at which the element is to be
displayed; saving the information at a first database that is coupled to the user interface; obtaining the element
for marketing of the type indicated; and causing the display of the element for marketing at the second website
when the first website is activated with respect to the internet. The element for marketing includes at least one
of a banner ad concerning the first website and a link to the first website. Further provided is a method of
assisting a website designer in establishing an e-commerce feature on a first website being designed by the
website designer for access by third parties upon the activation of the first website on the internet, wherein the
e-commerce feature is at least one of a shopping cart and an auction.
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Claims

What is claimed is:

1. A method of assisting a website designer in establishing an arrangement between a first website being
designed by the website designer and a second website in order to market the first website at the second website
upon the activation of the first website on the internet, the method comprising: during design of the first
website, receiving information at a user interface indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to be
displayed at the second website, and information specifying the second website at which the element is to be
displayed; saving the information at a first database that is coupled to the user interface; obtaining the element
for marketing of the type indicated; causing the display of the element for marketing at the second website when
the first website is activated with respect to the internet, wherein the element for marketing includes at least one
of a banner ad concerning the first website and a link to the first website; determining whether a reciprocal site
for the display of at least one marketing element of a third party website exists in the first website being
designed; and creating the reciprocal site for the display of the at least one marketing element of the third party
website when the reciprocal site does not yet exist in the first website being designed.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: when the element for marketing the first website is a banner ad
concerning the first website, causing the sequential display at the reciprocal site of the first website of a
plurality banner ads respectively concerning a plurality of third party websites, when the first website is
activated with respect to the internet.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising: when the element for marketing the first website is a link to the
first website, causing the display at the reciprocal site of the first website of a plurality of links to the plurality
of third party websites, when the first website is activated with respect to the internet.

4. A method, within a computer hardware website implementation system, of establishing a reciprocal
arrangement between a first website and a preexisting second website, comprising: registering the second
website with the website implementation system; receiving, by the website implementation system, a request by
a first user to implement the first website; receiving, by the website implementation system, a selection by the
first user as to a second functional marketing element to be activated on the second website; establishing, by the
website implementation system, a reciprocal site in the first website for a first functional marketing element;
and upon the first website being activated with respect to the internet, the computer website implementation
system implementing the reciprocal arrangement by causing (i) the first website to implement the first
functional marketing element, and (ii) the second website to implement the second functional marketing
element, wherein the first functional marketing element directs, via the internet, a second user of the first
functional marketing element to the second website, and the second functional marketing element directs, via
the internet, a third user of the second functional marketing element to the first website.
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5. A computer hardware website implementation system for establishing a reciprocal arrangement between a
first website and a preexisting second website, comprising: at least one processor, the at least one processor
configured for registering the second website with the website implementation system; receiving a request by a
first user to implement the first website; receiving a selection by the first user as to a second functional
marketing element to be activated on the second website; establishing a reciprocal site in the first website for a
first functional marketing element; and implementing, upon the first website being activated with respect to the
internet, the reciprocal arrangement by causing (i) the first website to implement the first functional marketing
element, and (ii) the second website to implement the second functional marketing element, wherein the first
functional marketing element directs, via the internet, a second user of the first functional marketing element to
the second website, and the second functional marketing element directs, via the internet, a third user of the
second functional marketing element to the first website.

6. The website implementation system of claim 5, further comprising a database of registered websites.

7. A computer program product including a computer-readable storage medium having stored therein computer
usable program code for establishing a reciprocal arrangement between a first website and a preexisting second
website, the computer usable program code, which when executed by a computer hardware implementation
system, causing the computer hardware implementation system to perform: registering the second website with
the website implementation system; receiving a request by a first user to implement the first website; receiving
a selection by the first user as to a second functional marketing element to be activated on the second website;
establishing a reciprocal site in the first website for the first functional marketing element; and upon the first
website being activated with respect to the internet, implementing the reciprocal arrangement by causing (i) the
first website to implement a first functional marketing element, and (ii) the second website to implement the
second functional marketing element, wherein the first functional marketing element directs, via the internet, a
second user of the first functional marketing element to the second website, and the second functional
marketing element directs, via the internet, a third user of the second functional marketing element to the first
website.

Description

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT
(Not Applicable)
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to creating and posting web pages to the internet, and more specifically,
to a method for more easily developing web pages through the use of a graphical user interface.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The World Wide Web (web) has rapidly become an invaluable tool to individuals and businesses. Not only can
an individual or business post information on the web, but it can also use the web to transact business. Because
the public is acutely aware of the web's business and personal benefits, millions of web pages are being added
to the web each year.



Typically, a web page is defined by a document containing HyperText Markup Language (HTML) code. An
HTML document suitable for posting on the internet includes both "content™ and "markup." The content is
information which describes a web page's text or other information for display or playback on a computer's
monitor, speakers, etc. The markup is information which describes the web page's behavioral characteristics,
such as how the content is displayed and how other information can be accessed via the web page.

In order to provide web-based information and services over the internet, the web employs "client” computers,
"browser" software, and "server" computers. A client computer is a computer used by an individual to connect
to the internet and access web pages. A browser is a software application, located on a client computer, which
requests, via the internet, a web page from a server computer. After receiving the web page, the browser
displays the web page on the client computer's monitor. A server computer is a computer which stores web page
information, retrieves that information in response to a browser's request, and sends the information, via the
internet, to the client computer. Thus, after a web page is created, the page must be "posted” to a particular
server computer which "hosts" the page, so that the page can be accessed over the internet.

In order to have one's web page hosted by a server, the individual must contract with an internet service
provider (ISP) associated with the server. This contract specifies, among other things, the duration of the time
that the ISP will host the page, and how much the individual will pay for that hosting service.

Even though the idea of having one's own web page is appealing, the average individual has little or no
knowledge about how to create a web page. Particularly, the average individual does not know how to create an
HTML document or to post that document to a server computer. Unless that individual is willing to learn how to
create and post their own web page, that individual is faced with few options.

The most commonly used avenue for an individual to get his web page on the internet is to employ one of
numerous companies to provide, for a fee, web page/website development services. After contacting such a
website development company, the individual would meet with one of the company's web page designers to
explain the individual's concept for his web page. The designer would then create the associated HTML
document. After approval by the individual, the designer may provide the service of posting the web page to a
server. The server typically is not associated with the website development company. Thus, the individual must
separately contract with an ISP associated with the server to host the web page. Typically, this web page
creation and posting process is time consuming and expensive, because it requires the individual and the
designer to spend a significant amount of time together working on a particular page design. In addition, the
process is inefficient because the individual must work separately with a website development company and an
ISP.

The difficulties and expense associated with web page creation and design are exacerbated by the fact that many
individuals who desire to set up web pages are doing so for commercial reasons, i.e., the individuals desire to
conduct business or "e-commerce" over the internet using their web pages. Developing a web page/website
suitable for e-commerce typically requires at least two types of features above and beyond those required for a
standard (non-commercial) web page/website. First, an e-commerce website typically requires marketing
features. As noted, there are millions of web pages already existing on the interest, and so the success of an
internet-based business employing a website depends critically upon whether consumers on the internet are
aware of, and can easily access, the website.

With respect to these marketing features, a common way of marketing a website on the internet is to have other
websites display advertising messages ("banner ads™) concerning the website. A second way of marketing a



particular website on the internet is simply to have other websites display selectable commands ("links™) which,
if selected by a person accessing the other websites using his browser, cause the browser to access the particular
website. Although the use of such banner ads and links is very common, the setting up of such mechanisms is
not always easy. In particular, other websites typically do not display banner ads and links for a particular
website without contractual arrangements, including payment, which can be difficult for a novice web designer
to arrange and expensive to arrange via a website development company.

In addition to marketing features, an e-commerce website typically also requires features that allow the
conducting of sales transactions, i.e., features for executing transactions involving the buying and selling of
goods and/or services. Such features typically include a sales mechanism, i.e., a "shopping cart” mechanism or
an "auction." Further, such features typically include a payment arrangement, i.e., an arrangement allowing for
transfers from a purchaser's credit card to a merchant account associated with the e-commerce website. The
setting up of such sales mechanisms and payment arrangements also can be difficult for a novice web designer
and expensive if performed by a website development company.

What is needed, therefore, is a method for enabling an individual to conveniently design a web page without
requiring that individual to learn HTML or to interact extensively with a web page designer at a website
development company. What is further needed is a streamlined method for web page/website development and,
in particular, a method of facilitating the development of e-commerce websites having key marketing and sales
transaction features.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method of assisting a website designer in establishing an arrangement
between a first website being designed by the website designer and a second website in order to market the first
website at the second website upon the activation of the first website on the internet. The method includes,
during design of the first website, receiving information at a user interface indicating a type of an element for
marketing that is to be displayed at the second website, and information specifying the second website at which
the element is to be displayed. The method further includes saving the information at a first database that is
coupled to the user interface, obtaining the element for marketing of the type indicated, and causing the display
of the element for marketing at the second website when the first website is activated with respect to the
internet. The element for marketing includes at least one of a banner ad concerning the first website and a link
to the first website.

The present invention additionally relates to a method of assisting a website designer in establishing an e-
commerce feature on a first website being designed by the website designer for access by third parties upon the
activation of the first website on the internet. The method includes receiving at a user interface a selection of the
e-commerce feature that is desired to be implemented on the first website, wherein the e-commerce feature is at
least one of a shopping cart and an auction. The method further includes receiving at the user interface
information concerning a picture of a product desired to be sold using the e-commerce feature, receiving at the
user interface information concerning a written description of the product, receiving at the user interface
information concerning a price of the product, and receiving at the user interface information concerning an
identification number of the product. The method additionally includes, when the first website is activated on
the internet, displaying the e-commerce feature on the first website. The display of the e-commerce feature
includes the display of at least some of the picture, written description, price and identification information of
the product.

The present invention further relates to a computer-readable storage medium containing computer executable



code for instructing at least one computer to perform several steps. In particular, the computer executable code
instructs the computer to perform the step of, during design of a first website, receiving information at a user
interface indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to be displayed at a second website, and
information specifying the second website at which the element is to be displayed. The steps further include
saving the information at a first database that is coupled to the user interface, obtaining an element for
marketing of the type indicated, and causing the display of the element for marketing at the second website
when the first website is activated with respect to the internet. The element for marketing includes at least one
of a banner ad concerning the first website and a link to the first website.

The present invention additionally relates to a computer-readable storage medium containing computer
executable code for instructing at least one computer to perform several steps. In particular, the computer
executable code instructs the computer to perform the step of receiving at a user interface a selection of an e-
commerce feature that is desired to be implemented on a first website, wherein the e-commerce feature is at
least one of a shopping cart and an auction. The computer executable code further instructs the computer to
perform the steps of receiving at the user interface information concerning a picture of a product desired to be
sold using the e-commerce feature, receiving at the user interface information concerning a written description
of the product, receiving at the user interface information concerning a price of the product, receiving at the user
interface information concerning an identification number of the product and, when the first website is activated
on the internet, displaying the e-commerce feature on the first website. The display of the e-commerce feature
includes the display of at least some of the picture, written description, price and identification information of
the product.

The present invention further relates to an internet-based system for assisting a website designer in establishing
an arrangement between a first website being designed by the website designer and a second website in order to
market the first website at the second website upon the activation of the first website on the internet. The system
includes a server computer accessible by a plurality of registered user computers and a plurality of unregistered
computers using the internet. The server computer receives at a user interface displayed at one of the registered
user computers information indicating a type of an element for marketing that is to be displayed at the second
website, and information specifying the second website at which the element is to be displayed. The server
computer additionally saves the information at a first database that is coupled to the server computer, and
obtains an element for marketing. The server computer further hosts the second website, activates the first
website on the internet by hosting the first website on the internet, provides a web page of the second website to
one of the unregistered computers, and displays the element for marketing on the web page.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
FIG. 1 illustrates a system in which the method of the present invention can be practiced;

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary graphical user interface (GUT), including a website design plate and a STICKY
PAD.TM., which is employed in performing the method of the present invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates in greater detail the STICKY PAD.TM. of the GUI of FIG. 2;
FIG. 4 illustrates searching for graphic images ("web assets" or "fx") using the STICKY PAD.TM..TM,;
FIG. 5 illustrates searching for sounds using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

FIG. 6 illustrates searching for colors using the STICKY PAD.TM.;



FIG. 7 illustrates text editing using the STICKY PAD.TM,;

FIG. 8 illustrates the operation of a running meter on the STICKY PAD.TM,;

FIG. 9 illustrates the creation of a banner ad and a logo using the STICKY PAD.TM.;

FIG. 10 illustrates the generation of a website outline using the navigation feature of the website design plate;
FIG. 11 illustrates providing log in information and generating a table/cell at the website design plate;

FIG. 12 illustrates the operation of STAY STICKY.TM. features, including smart agent and MAIL WIZ.TM.
features;

FIG. 13 illustrates the development of website e-commerce mechanisms, including shopping carts and auctions,
as well as the setting-up of a merchant account, using the e-commerce feature of the website design plate;

FIG. 14 illustrates the operation of examples and help/statistics features (including a size meter/meter box) of
the website design plate;

FIG. 15 illustrates providing payment (including credit card) information when attempting to save website
information assembled on the website design plate;

FIG. 16 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for developing a web page of a website, in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 17 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for providing text and tables/cells into a web page of a website
that is being developed, including text editing, which can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIG. 16;

FIG. 18 illustrates flowcharts with method steps for saving website information and previewing website
operation, which can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIG. 16;

FIG. 19 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for generating a website outline using a navigation feature,
which can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIG. 16;

FIG. 20 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for performing STAY STICKY.TM. features, including smart
agent features and MAIL WIZ.TM. features, which can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIG. 16;

FIG. 21 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for performing e-commerce features, which can be performed
as part of the flowchart of FIG. 16;

FIG. 22 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for performing examples and help/statistics features, which
can be performed as part of the flowchart of FIG. 16; and

FIG. 23 illustrates a flowchart with method steps for recommencing development of, and editing, a website that
has already been partially developed using the GUI of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION



It is to be understood that the phraseology or terminology employed herein is for the purpose of description, and
not of limitation. Accordingly, the invention is intended to embrace all such alternatives, modifications,
equivalents, and variations as fall within the spirit and broad scope of the appended claims. The present
invention is a method for developing a website through the use of a graphical user interface. FIG. 1 is a block
diagram illustrating a generalized computer/internet system 100 in which the method of the present invention
can be practiced. Specifically, the preferred system 100 includes a server computer 140 operably connected to
the internet 130 using standard techniques well-known in the art, for instance the TCP/IP protocol. The method
preferably can be implemented through the use of the server computer 140 using standard computer
programming techniques well-known in the art. As an example, the server computer 140 can preferably be
programmed using the Java. TM. programming language distributed by Sun Microcomputer Corp. of Palo Alto,
Calif,

Three types of other parties can interact with the server computer 140. First, registered users who have logged
in with respect to the server computer 140, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11, can fully access the server
computer at one or more registered users computers 180. Second, third party potential customers who have not
yet logged in with respect to the server computer 140 can obtain limited access to the server computer at one or
more third party potential customers computers 110. Finally, third party authors who contribute web assets for
use in web pages created by registered users can access the server computer 140, from one or more third party
author computers 120, for the limited purpose of uploading web assets to the server computer for distribution.
Registered users computers 180, third party potential customers computers 110 and third party authors
computers 120 are home computers or other interface devices (not necessarily complete computers) that are
capable of accessing the server computer 140 through the internet 130 using standard web-browsers, well-
known in the art.

The server computer 140 preferably has or is coupled to a third party user database 160, a web assets database
170, and a programming database 190. The third party user database 160 preferably includes a listing of all third
party users registered to access the server computer 140. Specifically, information provided during the log in
process by registered users is included in the third party user database 160. Also, information regarding
websites that have been or are being designed by registered users can be saved (as discussed with reference to
FIG. 15) in the third party user database 160. Moreover, third party user database 160 preferably includes a
listing of third party authors who have uploaded web assets to the web assets database 170 for use by the
registered users in creating their websites, and who have been authorized by the system 100 to receive payment
for the use of their web assets by the registered users. Web assets database 170 stores a catalog of web assets
uploaded by third party authors. In addition, web assets that are stored in web assets database 170 can include
web assets that are derived from other sources, such as web assets designed by the operator of the server
computer 140. System 100 automatically compensates a third party author whose uploaded web asset has been
distributed to a registered user. When system 100 posts a web page having a web asset uploaded by a third party
author on behalf of a registered user, the system 100 credits the credit card account of the third party author in
compensation for the use of the web asset. Specifically, the server computer 140 contacts the credit card
company 150 corresponding to the third party author's credit card and submits a credit over the internet 130 to
the credit card company 150.

Referring to FIG. 2, the present invention employs a graphical user interface (GUI) to allow a registered user to
easily develop a website comprising one or more web pages. In one embodiment, all or nearly all of the
programming required to operate the GUI is stored on programming database 190, and is accessed by potential
customers and registered users by way of their web browsers (and is viewed via the internet 130 when needed
by those potential customers and registered users). However, in the preferred embodiment, the programming



required to operate the GUI is provided to potential customers and registered users as software (i.e., on a floppy
disk or a CD-ROM), and is stored directly in the programming database 190. Potential customers are capable of
interacting with the GUI to perform certain website design functions by logging into computer 140. However,
key functions such as searching for web assets, and saving/submitting a fully-designed website for posting on
the internet 130, can only be performed once the potential customers have logged into the server computer 140
and become registered users such that they have full access to the server computer 140 via the internet 130.
Hereinafter (except with respect to FIG. 11 concerning the log in process), all discussion regarding use of the
GUI will concern use of the GUI by registered users at registered user computers 180; however, it should be
understood that third party potential customers can also perform limited functions with respect to the GUI
before logging into the system 100.

The GUI is provided on a display at the registered user computer 180 and includes a primary display screen,
which is termed a STICKY WEB.TM. website design plate 210 (or web design plate) (STICKY WEB.TM. is a
trademark of the Perfect Web Corporation, of Delray Beach, Fla.). Website design plate 210 has a plurality of
selection buttons 212, which in the preferred embodiment include a log in button 215, a save button 218, an edit
button 220, a navigation button 225, a preview button 230, a text button 235, an fx button 240, a color button
245, a sound button 250, a tables button 255, a STAY STICKY.TM. button 260, an e-commerce button 265, an
examples button 270 and a help/statistics button 275. In one embodiment, a registered user selects or actuates
selection buttons 212 by pointing at the buttons using a mouse of the registered user computer 180, and clicking
on the mouse. In alternate embodiments, a registered user can select or actuate selection buttons 212 by
providing appropriate keystrokes on a keyboard of the registered user computer 180, by appropriately touching
a touch screen of the registered user computer, or by providing an input signal at another conventional type of
input device known in the art.

In addition to selection buttons 212, website design plate 210 further includes a design space 214 in which can
be displayed one or more web assets 205, which together form a web page. Web assets can include JAVA
applets, scripts (including moving scripts and scripts written in a variety of internet languages such as PERL,
CGl, SQL, JAVA, XML and HTML), stock art, clip art, digital art, background images, textures, GIF, JPEG,
TIF, BMP, chat rooms, message boards, web objects, buttons, templates, themes, fading color, mouse over
effects, borders, buttons, shadows, icons, internet designs, sounds, music, etc. In general, web assets are graphic
images, including text and related color, sound and animation features, which can be displayed on a website.
When displayed for a registered user who has logged into the system 100 (as discussed with reference to FIG.
11), the web assets are interactive, i.e., information can be exchanged between the registered user and the
system 100 via the web assets.

As shown in FIG. 2, during design of a website using the GUI, a second display screen, termed a STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, is often shown within (or over) website design plate 210 (STICKY PAD.TM. is a trademark of
the Perfect Web Corporation, of Delray Beach, Fla.). STICKY PAD.TM. 310 includes a design space 280 on
which one or more web assets 305 can be displayed. Web assets 305 can be manipulated on the STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, which acts as the editing platform for the registered user and appears when it is necessary to edit
or otherwise modify web assets. STICKY PAD.TM. 310 further includes a plurality of selection buttons 285,
295, which are selected by a registered user in the same manner as selection buttons 212 are selected. As shown
in FIG. 3, buttons 285 include an fx button 315, a sound button 320, a color button 325 and a search button 330,
and buttons 295 include a text editor button 345 and a running meter button 350, in one embodiment of the
invention. Buttons 285, 295 are described in further detail with reference to FIGS. 4-9. STICKY PAD.TM. 310
additionally includes, in certain embodiments, a banner bar 290. Banner bar 290 is capable of displaying one or
more banner ads corresponding to other websites designed by other registered users through the use of system
100, which allow for marketing of those websites. Also, banner bar 290 is capable of displaying banner ads



corresponding to outside advertisers.

A registered user can interact with STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to perform a variety of operations. The registered
user can select (by way of a mouse or other input device) any of the web assets 305 that are currently shown on
the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, move the web assets relative to one another, and alter the size of the web assets.
Referring to FIGS. 4-6, the registered user also can select search button 330 to identify and obtain new web
assets and other elements, including sound elements and color elements, which can be added to the website that
is being developed. Upon selecting search button 330, a search menu 410 appears having selectable options 420
for fx (web assets), sound and color. As shown in FIG. 4, if the registered user selects fx (web assets) from
search menu 410, an fx menu 430 appears. As shown in FIG. 5, if the registered user selects sound from search
menu 410, a sound menu 540 appears. As shown in FIG. 6, if the registered user selects color from search menu
410, a color pallet 640 appears. To streamline operation of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the STICKY PAD.TM.
further includes individual fx, sound and color buttons 315, 320 and 325 which, when selected, result in the
immediate display of fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640.

In the preferred embodiment, fx (web assets) menu 430 includes a search entry field 435 in which the registered
user can enter keywords or other search criteria indicative of the type of web assets that the registered user
desires to implement within its website. Upon receiving search criteria from the registered user, the system 100
(particularly the server computer 140) searches the web assets database 170 for web assets that meet the search
criteria. System 100 employs any of a number of conventional search engines to perform the searches. Upon the
commanding of a search by the registered user, the fx menu 430 lists all available web assets that meet the
search criteria in a scroll menu, as shown in FIG. 4. Also in the preferred embodiment, sound menu 540
includes a search entry field 545 in which the registered user can enter keywords or other search criteria
indicative of the type of sounds that the registered user desires to implement within its website. Upon receiving
search criteria from the registered user, the system 100 performs a search for sounds meeting the search criteria
and then lists all available sound elements that meet the search criteria in a scroll menu, as shown in FIG. 5.

Fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 typically list available elements in categories. For example, for fx/web
assets, the categories can include icons, scripts, chat rooms and message boards and, for sound elements, the
categories can include general sounds, noises, music and sound effects. Although in the preferred embodiment,
fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 list web assets and sound elements that are identified based upon searches of
web assets database 170 and meet search criteria specified in search entry fields 435, 545, in alternate
embodiments searches need not be performed. In such embodiments, fx menu 430 and sound menu 540 directly
list all available web assets and sound elements that are available for implementation into a website, without
receiving search criteria from the registered user. Further, with respect to color pallet 640, in the preferred
embodiment the color pallet lists all available colors without receiving search criteria from the registered user or
performing any searches to narrow down the list of available colors. However, in alternate embodiments, color
pallet 640 can include a search entry field for receiving search criteria from the registered user and, upon
performing a search, display colors that meet the specified search criteria.

Once fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640 list available web assets, sound elements and color
elements, respectively, the registered user can select one or more of the elements for implementation in the
registered user's website (i.e., by selecting one or more of the elements using a mouse). The registered user can,
upon selecting a web asset, sound or color, cause the selected element to appear within design space 280 of
STICKY PAD.TM. 310 (i.e., by double-clicking on the element using a mouse). The registered user also can
apply selected web assets, sound elements or color elements to existing web assets or other elements within
STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The registered user applies the selected elements to existing elements within the
STICKY PAD.TM. 310 by dragging and dropping the selected elements onto the existing elements. In the



preferred embodiment, sound and color elements can be dragged, dropped and otherwise manipulated around
the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 in the same manner as web assets; when the registered user selects a sound or color
element, the selected sound or color element is displayed as an icon or thumbnail image 550.

For example, once a chick icon has been selected from fx menu 430 and is displayed in design space 280 as web
asset 305a (as shown in FIG. 3), the registered user can further modify the chick to make a peep or other noise
by selecting the desired noise from sound menu 540, dragging the noise to the chick, and dropping the noise
onto the chick. If the color of the chick as obtained from fx menu 430 is not the desired color, i.e., the color is
white and not yellow, the registered user can further modify the color of the chick by selecting the color yellow
from color pallet 640, dragging the color to the chick, and dropping the color onto the chick. Although in the
preferred embodiment, sound and color elements can be dragged and dropped in the same manner as web
assets, in alternate embodiments, a registered user can instead apply a particular sound or color element to an
existing element within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 simply by selecting the existing element before (or
immediately after) selecting the particular sound or color element. The web assets, sound elements and color
elements displayed in fx menu 430, sound menu 540 and color pallet 640, respectively, are provided from
server computer 140, which accesses web assets database 170. Web assets database 170 stores web assets that
are provided from a variety of sources including internet companies, publishers, geeks, designers, and artists. In
the preferred embodiment, some of the web assets stored on web assets database 170 are provided from
independent third party authors who access system 100 by way of third party author computers 120. System 100
compensates the independent third party authors when their web assets are utilized by registered users in
designing websites. Web assets can also be provided under license from major digital and stock art publishers
(i.e., Adobe, Corel, Com Stock, etc.). Although the system 100 is designed to allow the registered user to obtain
web assets and sound and color elements from web assets database 170, the system also allows the registered
user to obtain web assets from other sources. For example, the registered user can upload its own web assets
from a memory device (i.e., the hard drive) of registered user computer 180. Also, in certain embodiments, the
registered user can obtain web assets by independently accessing third party websites via the internet, and
selecting web assets displayed on those websites.

The web assets that can be selected from fx menu 430 include web assets that consist partly, or even entirely, of
text. However, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 further allows a registered user to enter text directly into the STICKY
PAD.TM. by typing in the desired text at a keyboard at registered user computer 180. The text is displayed
within design space 280 of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 once the registered user hits the "enter" key on the
keyboard. In certain embodiments, text that is desired for entry into the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 can be
uploaded from a memory associated with registered user computer 180 rather than typed in by the registered
user. Once the text is displayed within the design space 280, the text can be selected by the registered user and
moved around within design space 280 like any other web asset. The text can also be edited if the registered
user selects the text editor button 345. As shown in FIG. 7, upon the selection of text editor button 345, a text
editor menu 710 appears. Displayed on text editor menu 710 are a font/style/size/color button 720 and a spell
check button 730. Upon selection of the font/style/size/color button 720, a font/style/size/color menu 740
appears, from which the registered user can select a plurality of fonts, styles and colors for the text as well as
select a size setting for the text.

Upon selection of the spell check button 730, a spell check is performed using computer algorithms that are
well known in the art. In one embodiment, a spell check result box 750 appears once the spell check has been
performed in relation to the text, and suggested changes to the text appear in the spell check result box. In
alternate embodiments, the spell check is executed without the display of any spell check result box. For
example, if a spelling error is detected in the text, the spelling error is highlighted in the text itself. The
registered user can identify which text is to be edited in a variety of ways. In one embodiment, the registered



user must select the text (i.e., highlight the text, using a mouse) that is to be edited, and then subsequently select
text editor button 710. In another embodiment, the registered user first selects text editor button 710 and then
subsequently selects the text that is to be edited.

Referring to FIG. 8, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 additionally includes running meter button 350. Upon being
selected by the registered user, running meter button 350 provides a running meter block 810 that shows an
indication of the size of the web asset(s) that are displayed on STICKY PAD.TM. 310. As shown in FIG. 8, in
one embodiment, the indication provided by running meter block 810 is an indication (preferably displayed on a
single line of text) of the memory required for storing the web assets. In alternate embodiments, other or
additional information can be displayed by running meter block 810, e.qg., the time required to download or
execute the web assets. In the preferred embodiment, this other information is not displayed by way of selecting
running meter button 350 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310, but is displayed by way of help/statistics button 275 of
website design plate 210, as described below with reference to FIG. 14. Although in the present embodiment,
size information is only displayed when running meter button 350 is selected by the registered user, in alternate
embodiments the running meter button is replaced by a running meter display region, which always displays the
total size of all web assets currently being displayed in display region 280.

In the preferred embodiment, the web assets that are selectable by a registered user are standardized to facilitate
the registered user's creation of a website that operates in an efficient and user-friendly manner and, in
particular, does not require too much memory or require excessive time to be downloaded from the internet.
Thus, in the preferred embodiment, an authenticating team reviews all web assets that are provided from third
party authors before the web assets are stored on web assets database 170 and accessible by registered users in
designing their websites. The authenticating team only allows web assets that do not exceed a maximum
kilobytes (K) allowed per web asset and web page to be stored on the web assets database 170. In addition to
storing information concerning the characteristics of the web assets, web assets database 170 also stores
accounting information regarding the usage of the web assets stored on the web assets database. At the end of
each time period (i.e., month or quarter), the server computer 140 reviews the accounting information and
determines the amount of usage of each of the web assets by each registered user. The web asset usage is
assigned a cash amount per use so that a total amount of money owed by each registered user can be calculated
(and charged to each respective registered user).

Turning to FIG. 9, a registered user can utilize STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to design a banner ad 910 to be used to
advertise the registered user's website. The registered user can search for a desired banner ad design by selecting
search button 330 and then selecting fx from search menu 410 (or simply by selecting fx button 315), to obtain
fx menu 430, at which a search can be requested. In the fx menu 430, all available banner ads have standard size
configurations, namely 240.times.360 pixels or 240.times.240 pixels. As with respect to other web assets that
are displayed within STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the banner ad 910 that is being developed using the STICKY
PAD.TM. can be moved within the design space 280 and modified through the addition of other web assets
(including text), which are obtained by selecting search button 330 (or fx button 315) and bringing up fx menu
430. Also, the banners can be modified through the addition of sounds and colors, which are obtained by
selecting search button 330 (or by selecting sound and color buttons 320 and 325, respectively) to bring up
sound menu 540 and color pallet 640, respectively.

Also as shown in FIG. 9, the registered user can utilize STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to design a logo 920 for the
registered user's website. As with respect to the design of banner ads, the registered user can search for a desired
logo design in, and select the desired logo design from, fx menu 430. Alternatively, the registered user can
upload an already-designed logo from a memory device at registered user computer 180 (e.g., the registered
user's hard drive) into STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The selected or uploaded logo can then be further edited and



modified within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, for example, through the addition of other web assets (including
text), sounds and colors. Although in the present embodiment logos and banner ads are designed using the same
searching and design procedures that are employed in the design of other website elements, in other
embodiments STICKY PADS.TM. 310 and/or website design plate 210 have specific "logo design™ and "banner
design™ buttons that the registered user can select to design logos and banner ads, respectively.

When the registered user finishes developing and modifying the web assets in the design space 280 of the
STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the registered user drags and drops (i.e., using a mouse) the web assets into website
design plate 210. In alternate embodiments, the registered user can provide a command to the system 100 to
terminate the display of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, at which time all of the elements being displayed in the
STICKY PAD.TM. appear in the website design plate 210. When the web assets are dropped into website
design plate 210, the web assets become interactive (as long as the registered user has logged in to the system
100, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11). That is, the web assets become functional so that the registered
user is able to exchange information with respect to the web assets, i.e., interact with system 100 through the
use of the web assets. When dropped into website design plate 210, the web assets form or are added to a
particular web page of the website being developed.

A website that is being developed typically will have more than one web page. As shown in FIG. 10, the
registered user can provide information to the system 100 indicating the number of web pages in the website, as
well as determine the web page that is currently being displayed by website design plate 210, by selecting
navigation button 225 on website design plate 210. Upon selecting navigation button 225, a navigation menu
1010 appears. Navigation menu 1010 includes a list of web pages 1 through 10. In alternate embodiments,
navigation menu 1010 can list fewer or greater than ten web pages. Adjacent to the web page numbers are fields
1015 for inputting names/identifiers for the respective web pages. The registered user can input a
name/identifier corresponding to each of web pages 1-10 by selecting the respective field 1015 (i.e., by way of a
mouse) and typing in the name/identifier. The registered user determines which web page is currently being
displayed by website design plate 210 by selecting one of the page numbers in the list. In certain embodiments
of the invention, the website design plate 210 always displays a web page number indication corresponding to
the web page that is currently being displayed, for example, at a corner of design space 214.

Websites that are designed using the system 100 are not limited to ten web pages. As shown in FIG. 10, the
registered user can select an add new page, button 1020 on navigation menu 1010 to add additional pages (and
to provide names/identifiers corresponding to those additional pages). Also, although the registered user can
type in original names/identifiers corresponding to the web pages (e.g., in fields 1015), the registered user can
also utilize standard names/identifiers by selecting a scroll menu button 1030. Upon selecting scroll menu
button 1030, a scroll menu 1040 appears that lists various standard web page names/identifiers such as, for
example, Company Information, Recent News, Coming Soon, About Us, Products, and Contact Us. Navigation
menu 1010 further includes a navigation locations button 1050. Upon selecting the navigation locations button
1050, the registered user is able to determine where a navigation bar or website map/outline will be positioned
on one or more web pages of the website (e.g., at the top, bottom, left or right). The navigation bar or website
map/outline allows website users to visualize the website as a whole and the various web pages that are
available for access by the website users.

As discussed, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 acts as the editing platform for the registered user, and appears when
it is necessary to edit or otherwise modify web assets. During development of a website, the registered user can
select (by way of a mouse or other input device) one or more of the web assets 205 that are displayed on

website design plate 210 to activate STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and allow editing of the selected web assets, which
appear in design space 280. If an item of text within the design space 214 is selected by the registered user, both



the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and then the text editor menu 710 appear to allow for editing of the text. STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 also appears when the registered user proceeds with a search to obtain a desired web asset by
selecting the fx button 240. Upon the selecting of the fx button 240 by the registered user, the fx menu 430
appears, and the registered user can search for and select a desired web asset. Once the registered user selects a
desired web asset from the fx menu 430, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears with the selected web asset being
displayed in design space 280.

Additionally, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears when either the color or sound buttons 245, 250 are selected by
the registered user. Upon the selecting of the color or sound buttons 245, 250 by the registered user, the color
pallet 640 or sound menu 540 appear, respectively. Once the registered user selects a desired color or sound
from the color pallet or sound menu, respectively, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears with a thumbnail image
550 representing the selected color or sound being displayed in design space 280. Further, STICKY PAD.TM.
310 appears when the text button 235 of website design plate 210 is selected. When text button 235 is selected,
the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 immediately appears and the registered user is allowed to type in text at the
keyboard of registered user computer 180. Text editor button 345 can then be selected by the registered user
from the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 to edit the text.

In addition to web assets (from fx menu 430), sounds, colors and text, the GUI of system 100 is also capable of
adding tables and cells to the website being designed in order to provide depth and perception to the website. As
shown in FIG. 11, when tables button 255 is selected by the registered user, a tables menu 1110 appears. The
registered user can then select from the tables menu 1110 one or more tables 1120 and cells 1130, and also
specify the locations of the tables/cells on a web page by selecting a locations button 1140. In one embodiment,
the possible locations of tables/cells on a web page include a top location, a bottom location, a left location and
a right location. Unlike the editing of web assets, sounds, colors and text, in the preferred embodiment STICKY
PAD.TM. 310 does not appear upon the selection of tables button 255. Rather, once a table/cell is selected, the
registered user can drag and drop the selected table/cell directly into website design plate 210.

Upon being dropped into the website design plate 210, the table/cell automatically aligns at an edge of the
design space 214, with the appropriate edge being determined by the location selected by the registered user.
Also upon being dropped into the website design plate 210, the table/cell becomes interactive. The registered
user can move the table/cell from its original location, and also can adjust the size of the table/cell by selecting
the table/cell (i.e., by way of a mouse) and stretching or contracting the boundaries of the table/cell. Web assets
and other elements can be dragged and dropped both from STICKY PAD.TM. 310 and from other locations on
website design plate 210 into tables and cells, and the color of tables/cells can be modified by selecting color
button 245. Tables differ from cells in that cells typically form enclosed areas within tables. Cells cannot be
moved outside of (or moved to overlap) a table boundary enclosing the cells. In alternate embodiments,
tables/cells can be created and modified by way of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310.

Further shown in FIG. 11 is a log in menu 1150 that appears upon the selection of log in button 215 by a
potential customer. In the preferred embodiment of the invention, several features of the GUI can be operated
before completion of the log in process, such as uploading web assets from a hard drive of a third party
potential customer computer 110 into the website design plate 210. However, key functions such as searching
for web assets, and saving/submitting a fully-designed website for posting on the internet can only be performed
by registered users who have full access to the server computer 140 via the internet. To obtain full access to the
server computer 140 and perform such functions, log in information must be provided to the system 100. By
requiring this log in information, the system 100 can monitor the activity of the registered users and bill the
registered users for their usage of the system, including their usage of web assets provided from third party
author computers 120 and saved on web assets database 170. Additionally, the information provided by



registered users during the log in process can be used by the system 100 to determine appropriate markets for
the registered users' websites. The use of this market information is discussed further in reference to FIG. 12. As
shown in FIG. 11, the selection of log in button 215 brings up log in menu 1150. The log in menu 1150 includes
a scroll and input form with multiple fields 1160 that must be filled in to complete the log in process. The fields
1160 can include, for example, fields for the potential customer's (i.e., prospective registered user's) name,
address, e-mail address, telephone number, interests, hobbies and businesses. Upon the completing of fields
1160, a desired identification name is further provided into an identification field 1170 and a desired password
is provided into a password field 1180. The information from fields 1160-1180 is then provided from the third
party potential customer (i.e., prospective registered user) computer 110 via the internet 130 to the server
computer 140, where the information is processed and then provided for storage on third party user database
160. Although in the preferred embodiment, the identification name and/or password are chosen by the potential
customer, in alternate embodiments, the identification name and password are assigned by the system 100.

Assuming that the information provided into the fields 1160-1180 of log in menu 1150 is not rejected by the
server computer 140 (e.g., because information was not entered for some of the fields, or because the e-mail
address that was entered is invalid), the server computer logs in the potential customer as a registered user and
allows the new registered user to access all of the functionality of the system 100. Also upon successfully
logging in the new registered user, the system prompts the new registered user regarding a web address for the
registered user's website by displaying a URL query form 1190. The web address typically concludes with any
top-level domain name, i.e., .com, .net, etc. The query form is licensed for use on the system 100 from Internic
and/or the other five URL registrants. Further, upon successfully logging in to the system 100, the new
registered user can thereafter bypass the full log in process when reentering the system by simply inputting its
identification name and password into the identification and password fields 1170, 1180. Upon reentering the
system 100, the registered user selects edit button 220 on website design plate 210 to cause the registered user's
website (in its current state of development) to become interactive. Additionally, upon selecting edit button 220,
the registered user can modify any element of the website that is shown within design space 214 by selecting
that element (i.e., by clicking on the element using a mouse) to bring up STICKY PAD.TM. 310, and then
modifying the element within the STICKY PAD.TM. as discussed above.

Turning to FIG. 12, website design plate 210 further includes STAY STICKY.TM. button 260, which brings up
a STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210 when selected by the registered user (STAY STICKY.TM. is a trademark of
the Perfect Web Corporation of Delray Beach, Fla.). STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210 lists STAY STICKY.TM.
features that are available to the registered user in designing and marketing its website. The STAY
STICKY.TM. features provide the registered user with special information concerning, and marketing
opportunities with respect to, other registered users who have designed their websites using the system 100.
That is, the STAY STICKY.TM. features provide special marketing benefits to registered users of the system
100 vis-a-vis one another. Specifically, the registered user can select from two options on the STAY
STICKY.TM. menu 1210, smart agent and MAIL WIZ.TM. (MAIL WIZ.TM. is a trademark of the Perfect
Web Corporation of Delray Beach, Fla.). Upon the selection of the smart agent option from the STAY
STICKY.TM. menu 1210, a smart agent menu 1220 appears. The registered user can select (e.g., by way of a
mouse) from among three options on the smart agent menu 1220, a suggested marketing locations option 1230,
a create links option 1240, and a banner ad rotations option 1250.

When the registered user selects suggested marketing locations option 1230, the server computer 140
determines the best possible places to market the registered user's website on the internet. That is, the server
computer 140 determines other websites on which it would be most beneficial to display a link to, or banner
concerning, the registered user's website. The server computer 140 makes this determination based upon the
information provided by the registered user during the log in process, particularly the information provided in



fields 1160 as described with reference to FIG. 11. Using this information, the server computer 140 searches the
information stored in third party user database 160 to identify other websites on which it would be desirable to
market the registered user's website. Server computer 140 can utilize any one of a number of search engines that
are currently well known in the art to identify such websites using the log in information provided by the
registered user. In alternate embodiments, server computer 140 can also access other information other than that
within third party user database 160, including information concerning websites or other marketing locations
that were not developed through the use of the system 100. Upon determining desirable marketing locations, the
system 100 can display the identified marketing locations to the registered user.

Upon selection by the registered user of the create links option 1240, the GUI provides a location selection
menu 1260, in which the registered user can identify addresses for websites to which the registered user desires
its website to be linked. In the preferred embodiment, the websites can be selected from among the websites that
have been created by other registered users using the system 100. Location selection menu 1260 includes
several open fields 1270 in which the registered user can specify desired websites. Further, location selection
menu 1260 lists the suggested websites that were identified in the search performed by server computer 140
upon selection of the suggested marketing locations option 1230. The list includes selection boxes 1275 that the
registered user can check to indicate its selection of the various suggested websites. If the registered user has
not yet selected suggested marketing locations option 1230, the server computer 140 performs the search for
suggested websites when it generates location selection menu 1260. Once the registered user has selected its
desired marketing locations on location selection menu 1260, the system 100 has sufficient information to
create links to the registered user's website at other websites.

The registered user can further select the banner ad rotations option 1250 from the smart agent menu 1220.
Upon the selecting of banner ad rotations option 1250, the system 100 determines whether the registered user
has already designed (or uploaded or otherwise provided to the system) a banner ad, as discussed with reference
to FIG. 9. If the registered user has not already designed a banner ad, the system displays a message indicating
that it is necessary to create a banner ad in order to participate in banner ad rotations. The system 100 also
provides banner ad design options from which the registered user can select a desired banner design. The design
options can be obtained by the registered user by using fx menu 430 to perform a search for banner ads.
Following selection of a desired banner ad design, STICKY PAD.TM. 310 appears, allowing the registered user
to further modify and then complete its design of the banner ad. Once a banner ad design is completed, a
location selection menu identical to location selection menu 1260 appears following selection of the banner ad
rotations option 1250. The location selection menu allows the registered user to specify the websites at which
the registered user desires its banner ad to appear. Once the registered user has selected its desired locations on
the location selection menu, the system 100 has sufficient information to create banner ads advertising the
registered user's website at other websites.

By completing these steps relating to the create links option 1240 and/or the banner ad rotations option 1250,
the registered user causes its website to participate in linking and/or banner ad display functions with other
websites that also were created using the system 100 by registered users who opted to participate in these
linking and/or banner ad display functions. Once the design of the new website by the registered user is
completed and the new website is posted/activated, the system 100 causes the selected websites of other
registered users (i.e., the websites selected during the design of the new website) to display a link and/or banner
ad concerning the new website. In the preferred embodiment, each website that is developed by a registered
user who opts to participate in the linking functions can display unlimited links to other registered users'
websites. If the number of links to be displayed exceeds the available display space on the display screen, links
can be rotated on and off the screen. Each website that is developed by a registered user who opts to participate
in the banner ad display functions can rotate an unlimited number of banner ads for other registered users'



websites. The banner ads can be shown sequentially over a period of time at the registered user's website.

System 100 will cause each website that is designed to participate in the linking and/or banner ad functions to
include, on at least one web page of the website, a link region and/or a banner ad region for the display of links
to and/or banner ads for other websites. The links displayed in the link region of a given website can change as
new websites are created using the system 100 by registered users, or as old websites are deactivated. In certain
embodiments, a registered user is allowed to change its selections of desired marketing locations after the
posting of its website; in such embodiments, it can be the case that a link displayed at a given marketing
location is removed from display because the registered user who selected the link changed its preferences.
Likewise, the banner ads that are sequentially shown in the banner ad rotation region of a given website can
change as new websites are created, old websites are deactivated or marketing location preferences change.
System 100 charges the registered user's website a fee for participation in the linking and/or banner ad functions
whenever links to the registered user's website are shown on other websites, or whenever the banner ad for the
registered user's website is shown on other websites. For the registered user's website to participate in the
linking and/or banner ad functions, the registered user must complete the website design process and save the
selected locations for links and/or banner ads (as well as, in the case of participation in the banner ad functions,
save the banner ad design for the registered user's website) at the server computer 140. In some embodiments,
credit card (and payment) information must be provided by the registered user when the registered user is
setting up the linking and/or banner ad rotation functions, i.e., after the registered user specifies the locations at
which the registered user desires links and/or banner ads for its website to appear. The amount of payment can
depend upon the number of links and/or banner ads to be displayed, i.e., the number of desired marketing
locations.

Upon selection of the mail wiz option from the STAY STICKY.TM. menu 1210, a MAIL WIZ.TM. menu 1280
appears, which provides the registered user with a field 1285 for entering a desired quantity 1285 of e-mail
messages to be sent out, and also provides an e-mail message field 1290 in which the registered user can input a
desired e-mail message. Once the registered user completes the design of the website, and the website is
posted/activated, the system 100 sends the specified e-mail message to other registered users (or their websites),
whose e-mail addresses are located in third party user database 160. In certain embodiments, e-mail messages
are only sent to selected locations that are specified by the registered user during development of the website,
for example, the locations specified by the registered user in location selection menu 1260. In other
embodiments, e-mail messages are also sent to the e-mail addresses of parties who are not registered users. In
still further embodiments, the system 100 determines suggested e-mail addresses based upon the log in
information provided by the registered user and the information in third party user database 160. In the
preferred embodiment, the number of e-mail messages that are sent from the registered user's website to other e-
mail addresses is recorded in a statistic log, and the number of e-mail messages that are received by the
registered user's website is also recorded in the statistic log. Further in the preferred embodiment, the registered
user provides payment to the system 100 for the quantity of e-mail messages to be sent as specified on MAIL
WIZ.TM. menu 1280. System 100 continues to send e-mail messages on behalf of the registered user's website
to other e-mail messages until the specified number of e-mail messages has been sent.

Turning to FIG. 13, the registered user can select e-commerce button 265 to add to its website various features
that allow for e-commerce (i.e., allow for the selling of goods and services over the internet). Upon the selecting
of e-commerce button 265, an e-commerce menu 1310 appears. In the preferred embodiment, the registered
user can select from two different types of e-commerce features, a standard e-commerce feature 1320 and an
auction feature 1330. Upon selecting the standard e-commerce feature 1320, the registered user then can select
one or more shopping carts from a shopping carts to select list 1325. Upon selecting the auction feature 1330,
the registered user can select one or more types of auction features from an auction to select list 1335. After



determining the type of e-commerce feature to be implemented on its website, the registered user then can
upload (i.e., from a memory device at registered user computer 180) a picture of the product to be sold on the
registered user's website, at product picture field 1340. Further, in a product description field 1345, a product
price field 1350 and a SKU field 1355, a registered user can respectively input a description of the product to be
sold at its website, the product's price and a SKU number correlating to the product. In the case where an
auction feature has been selected, the product price entered in product price field 1350 is a reserve price. Also,
in certain embodiments, the creation of an auction feature further requires the input of information, by the
registered user, concerning starting and finishing times for the holding of auctions.

Finally, the registered user must input a merchant account identifier in a merchant account field 1360 indicating
a merchant account that will apply to sales conducted using the shopping cart/auction of the registered user's
website. If a merchant account relationship has not yet been established such that the registered user cannot
enter a merchant account identifier, a merchant account information form 1370 appears, at which the registered
user can enter necessary information for setting up a merchant account relationship. This information can
include, for example, the name of the registered user's business, the address of the business, and the business
type, among other types of information. In the preferred embodiments, the merchant account information form
1370 is a standard form that is provided by a credit card and/or merchant account provider. The credit card
and/or merchant account provider providing the merchant account information form 1370 in certain
embodiments pays a licensing or other fee to the system 100 in order to display its merchant account
information form using the system. When the registered user has completed filling out the merchant account
information form 1370, the filled out form is sent to the credit card and/or merchant account provider. The
merchant account provider eventually responds back to the registered user with follow-up information
concerning the setting up of the merchant account. The registered user cannot activate any of the e-commerce
functions (i.e., functions employing a shopping cart or auction) without having completed the setting up of a
merchant account with a merchant account provider. Once the merchant account is set up, however, the
registered user enters the merchant account identification information into field 1360 and the e-commerce
functionality can be activated.

Referring to FIG. 14, the system 100 is also capable of providing several types of assistance to the registered
user during design of its website. The registered user can select the examples button 270 to bring up an
examples menu 1410, which in the preferred embodiment lists ten examples 1420 that can be selected by the
registered user. Each of the examples 1420, upon being selected by the registered user, shows how a web page,
banner, logo, or other element can be designed using website design plate 210, STICKY PAD.TM. 310, and
other features of the system 100. In the preferred embodiment, selection of an example 1420 produces a visual
demonstration of an example website being taken apart and then put back together. While the example website
is being put back together, a tutorial program runs that instructs the registered user on operating website design
plate 210, STICKY PAD.TM. 310, and other features of system 100 to allow for the creation, saving, and
posting/activation of a website using the system. In certain embodiments, the system 100 will conduct contests
among registered users concerning the registered users' prowess in designing websites.

The registered user can also select the help/statistics button 275 to bring up a help/statistics menu 1430.
Help/statistics menu 1430 lists four different options that are selectable by the registered user: a document help
option 1440; a tech support option 1450, a wizard option 1460, and a size meter option 1470. Upon the selection
of the document help option 1440, the GUI displays written instructions concerning various features of the
system 100. For example, the GUI can display explanation messages concerning the purposes and operation of
the various buttons 215-275 when the registered user selects any of those buttons (or, in certain embodiments,
merely positions a cursor or other selection marker over one of those buttons). Also, for example, the GUI can
display instructions as to how a web asset can be modified if that web asset is positioned within website design



plate 210 or STICKY PAD.TM. 310.

With respect to tech support option 1450, the registered user can reach tech support for the system 100 by
telephoning a particular telephone number (i.e., a 900 number), or by sending an e-mail to tech support. Then,
by selecting tech support option 1450, tech support personnel for the system 100 can view the registered user's
website online and provide the registered user with any needed website design information or other assistance
either by way of telephone or e-mail while viewing the registered user's website online. Upon selection of the
wizard option 1460, a wizard caricature appears that offers helpful hints and suggestions to the registered user
during different steps in the website design process. The information provided by the wizard is similar to that
provided in connection with document help option 1440, although the text shown is typically in a shortened
form so that the text can be provided in a caption along side the wizard caricature. In alternate embodiments, the
helpful hints and suggestions from the wizard caricature are verbalized using speech synthesis technology.

The registered user can further select size meter option 1470 to obtain information regarding how well the
registered user's website, as currently designed, will perform upon posting. Upon the selection of the size meter
option 1470, a meter box 1480 appears, in which a variety of information regarding the operability of the
current website design is provided. In one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 14, the meter box 1480 includes
information regarding each of the size of the entire website currently being designed, the time required to
download the entire website via the internet (to a computer accessing the website using a browser) the size of
the current web page that is being displayed on website design plate 210, and the time for downloading that
particular web page. Further in the preferred embodiment, each of these types of information is provided for the
website when operating on different types of internet systems with different connectivities, such as internet
systems using a T-1 communication link, a DSL or ISDN communication link, or modems having operation
speeds of 56K, 316K or 28.8K. In certain embodiments, the registered user has an option to select the
desired/expected connectivity of the website and to obtain information for that connectivity only.

In certain embodiments of the invention, meter box 1480 can contain less or more information concerning the
expected operation of the website being designed. For example, in certain embodiments, the meter box 1480
only includes size information. In other embodiments, meter box 1480 includes not only size information
regarding the entire website and individual web pages, but also provides a breakdown of the sizes of each web
asset or other element on a given web page. In certain embodiments, running meter block 810 displayed in
conjunction with STICKY PAD.TM. 310 contains the same information that is displayed in meter box 1480.
Although in one embodiment, the meter box 1480 is only displayed when the size meter option 1470 is selected,
in alternate embodiments, the meter box 1480 (or at least some of the information displayed in meter box 1480)
is always displayed on website design plate 210. In such embodiments, the information being displayed that
corresponds to the particular web page that is being edited varies as the registered user changes from editing one
web page to editing a different web page using navigation button 225. The information can be shown on
multiple lines or be provided in a single-line format to save display space. In the preferred embodiment, the
information provided in meter box 1480 changes whenever a new web asset or other element is dropped into
website design plate 210.

Further, in the preferred embodiment, the system 100 always monitors the current sizes of the website and web
pages that are being designed, and provides a warning message whenever the website as a whole or individual
web pages have exceeded maximum limits for size and download times (e.g., "Your site has exceeded
download time parameters.™). When the website being designed exceeds maximum size and/or download time
parameters, the system 100 automatically displays relevant help message to provide the registered user with
suggestions for reducing the size and/or download time of the website/web page. These warning and help
messages can be provided by the wizard feature discussed above. If the registered user does not heed the



warning concerning the size and/or download time of the website/web page, the system 100 automatically
restricts the ability of the registered user to add additional web assets and other elements to the website/web
page and thereby guarantees that the website, when completed, will be within acceptable size and download
time guidelines.

At any time during the course of the design of a website using website design plate 210 (assuming the log in
process has been completed, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11), the registered user can select preview
button 230 to view the operation of the website in its current state of design. The registered user can view the
operation of the website as it would appear using a variety of different internet browsers, e.g., the Netscape
Navigator. TM. browser or the Microsoft Internet Explorer. TM. browser. Previewing the website does not save
the website for activation, but rather gives the registered user a "snapshot” of the website in its current state, and
allows the registered user to view the alignment, color schemes and other features of the website before the
website is saved and activated. Further, at any time during the design of a website (assuming the log in process
has been completed, as discussed with reference to FIG. 11), the registered user can select save button 218 to
save the website in its present form at server computer 140 (specifically at third party user database 160). If the
website design has been completed and the website is ready for submission and activation on the internet, the
registered user can provide such an indication (in certain embodiments, an additional submit button is displayed
on website design plate 210 to allow the registered user to immediately submit a completed website for
activation on the internet).

If the registered user selects the save button 218 but has not yet provided payment information concerning the
manner in which the registered user will be paying for its use of system 100, a payment box 1510 appears.
Within payment box 1510, a message 1520 is provided to the registered user indicating that payment
information is necessary (e.g., "Did you forget to pay?") and the registered user is provided with an option 1530
to pay by credit card. When the pay by credit card option 1530 is selected, a credit card information menu 1540
appears, in which the registered user can provided the necessary information for enabling credit card payment to
the system 100 from the registered user's credit card. In one embodiment, the registered user must enter its
name, credit card number, and expiration date in a name field 1550, a credit card number field 1560, and an
expiration date field 1570, respectively. Once the credit card information is received at, and approved by, the
system 100, the registered user can save its website design information. In the preferred embodiment, the
registered user provides the same user identification and password information that were provided during the
log in process at a user identification field 1580 and a password field 1590, respectively, for additional security.
In addition to requiring credit card information for allowing the saving and submission of website design
information by the registered user, the system 100 also requires credit card information to be provided before
allowing the registered user to access certain other features. For example, tech support will only be provided
when the registered user has provided credit card information or contacts tech support via the 900 number or e-
mail. Also, the system 100 does not accept web addresses specified by the registered user for the purpose of
creating links or participating in banner ad rotation unless the registered user has provided credit card
information.

FIGS. 16-23 provide flow charts showing exemplary steps of operation of the system 100 as it is used by the
registered user to design a website. In particular, the flow charts concern the operation of the GUI, i.e., website
design plate 210 and STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The flow charts of FIGS. 16-22 can be combined together to form
a larger collection of steps. Referring to FIG. 16, the operation of the GUI of the system 100 begins with the
display of the website design plate 210 on a user interface at step 1602. The user interface can be a computer
monitor, a television screen or any other input/output device that includes a display screen that is known in the
art. Next, at step 1604, a search request is received at the user interface. At step 1606, the system 100
determines if the party accessing the system has already logged into the system. If the registered party has not



already logged in (i.e., the party is a potential customer rather than a registered user), the system proceeds to
step 1608, in which a login form such as that discussed with reference to FIG. 11 is displayed. At step 1610, the
system 100 receives user information at the user interface in the login form). At steps 1612 and 1614,
respectively, the user information is transmitted to and saved at a database of the system, i.e., third party user
database 160.

Upon completing the log in process (such that the potential customer is now a registered user), or if it was
determined in step 1606 that the registered user was already logged in, the system proceeds to step 1616, at
which the system accesses a database to obtain information regarding web assets or other elements. The
information that is obtained is responsive to the search request entered at step 1604; that is, the information
concerns web assets, if the search request was made via fx menu 430, concerns sound elements if the search
request was made via sound menu 540 and concerns color elements if the search request was made via color
pallet 640. The information concerning the web assets or other elements comes from web assets database 170.
At step 1618, the GUI provides a listing of the available web assets or other elements, in fx menu 430, sound
menu 540 or color pallet 640 depending upon the type of search request that was received at step 1604. At step
1620, the system 100 receives a selection indication from the registered user at the user interface that indicates a
first web asset or other element that the registered user desires to implement in its website. Upon receiving this
selection of a web asset or other element, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is displayed at the user interface. At step
1624, any further information that is necessary to display the selected web asset or other element is obtained
from web assets database 170, and then, at step 1626, the selected web asset or other element is displayed on the
STICKY PAD.TM. 310. In step 1628, the size of the selected web asset or other element is displayed on the
STICKY PAD.TM. in the running meter block 810, which in alternate embodiments can also display the
download time or other information regarding the selected web asset or other element.

At step 1630, the system 100 receives an additional input at the user interface from the registered user. If the
additional input is another search request (as in step 1604), the system 100 again accesses web assets database
170 to Obtain information regarding available web assets or other elements, at step 1632. At step 1634, the
system 100 again provides a listing of available web assets or other elements that is responsive to the search
request. At step 1636, the system 100 receives an input from the registered user indicating which of the listed
web assets or other elements is desired for implementation in the registered user's website. Then, in step 1638,
the system 100 retrieves information concerning the selected web asset or other element. Further, at step 1640,
the system 100 receives an additional input from the registered user that is a command indicating where to
position the newly selected web asset or other element on the STICKY PAD.TM. 310. The input can be a
command to drag and drop the selected web asset or other element onto the first web asset or other element that
is already positioned within the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, or can be merely a command to display the selected
web asset or other element at some location within design space 280 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310. In response to
this input command, the displayed contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 are modified to include the newly
selected web asset or other element at step 1642. Upon modifying the displayed contents of the STICKY
PAD.TM. 310, the size of the modified contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. is displayed (i.e., updated) at the
running meter block 810 of the STICKY PAD.TM., at step 1644. The program then returns to step 1630.

The additional input received at the user interface at step 1630 can also be a command to drop the STICKY
PAD.TM. contents into the website design plate 210. If this occurs, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed
from the user interface, i.e., is no longer displayed, at step 1646. Then, at step 1648, the STICKY PAD.TM.
contents are displayed in an interactive manner on the website design plate 210. The system 100 then is ready to
receive an additional input at the user interface, at step 1650. In certain embodiments in which the GUI can
display both website design plate 210 and STICKY PAD.TM. 310 simultaneously (e.g., on different parts of the
display screen of the user interface), the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 need not be removed from display. Rather, the



contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 need only be moved or copied to the website design plate 210.

Referring to FIG. 17A, if the input received at the user interface at step 1650 is a text input command, the
system 100 immediately displays STICKY PAD.TM. 310 again on the user interface at step 1702. The text
input command is a selection of text button 235. Once STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is displayed, the registered user
can input text by typing text at the user interface, which is received by the system 100 at step 1704. The text that
IS input at the user interface by the registered user is displayed in the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, at step 1706.
Then, at step 1708, the system 100 receives an additional command at the user interface. If the command is to
invoke the text editor, i.e., the registered user selects text editor button 345 of STICKY PAD.TM. 310, the
system 100 proceeds to step 1710, and displays text editor options.

At step 1712, the system 100 receives a command concerning the text editor options. If the registered user
provides a command to perform a spell check, the system 100 then executes a spell check of the text at step
1714 and displays the spell checked text at step 1716, before returning to step 1708 to receive an additional
command. If the received command at step 1712 is to modify one of the font, style, size or color of the text, the
system 100 performs the requested modification and then displays the modified text at step 1718 before
returning to step 1708 to receive an additional command. The command to modify the font, style, size or color
of the text can include a selection of a change font, change style, change size or change color button, followed
by a selection of a desired font, style, size or color to be applied to the text being edited. At step 1708, it is also
possible to receive a command to drop the STICKY PAD.TM. contents back into the website design plate 210.
If such a command is received, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 is removed from the user interface (i.e., is no longer
displayed) at step 1720, and then the STICKY PAD.TM. contents are displayed on the website design plate 210,
at step 1722. The program then returns to step 1650 for receipt of an additional input at the user interface.

Referring to FIG. 17B, the additional input received at step 1650 can also be the selection of tables button 255
of the website design plate 210 by the registered user, indicating that the registered user wishes to generate a
table or cell. Upon selection of the tables button 255, the system 100 displays the options concerning the
creation of tables and cells, including their location within a website (i.e., by displaying tables menu 1110), at
step 1750. At step 1752, the system 100 receives a selection concerning the tables and cells from the registered
user at the user interface. At step 1754, the selected table or cell is displayed on the website design plate 210.
Next, at step 1756, a command can be received to modify the position or size of the table or cell. Upon
receiving such a command, the table or cell is appropriately adjusted in position and/or size at step 1758. The
command to modify the position or size of the table or cell at step 1756 can include a command or selection
input concerning the location of the table or cell within the website or on a web page (i.e., by way of locations
button 1140). Upon completion of the table or cell, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

Turning to FIGS. 18A and 18B, the additional input received at the user interface at step 1650 can be a save
input or a preview input, which the registered user can provide by selecting save button 218 or preview button
230 of the website design plate 210, respectively. Upon receiving the save input, the system 100 determines in
step 1802 whether payment has been received from the registered user. If payment has not yet been received
from the registered user, the system 100 displays at the user interface an inquiry as to whether payment has been
forgotten at step 1804. Upon receiving a pay by credit card input at the user interface, at step 1806, the system
displays a credit card information form at step 1808 (i.e., credit card information menu 1540). In step 1810,
credit card information is received from the registered user at the user interface and, at step 1812, the system
100 determines whether the information provided is adequate. If the credit card information is inadequate, the
system 100 returns to step 1808 and the credit card information form is again displayed. If the credit card
information is adequate, the system 100 proceeds to step 1814, in which payment is received from the registered
user's credit card by way of a standard e-commerce credit card transaction. Upon receiving payment at step



1814, or having determined that payment was already received at step 1802, the system 100 saves all of the
website design information that is currently existing in website design plate 210 at the server computer 140, at
step 1816. The saved website design information can then be used to post/activate an operational website on the
internet. Upon saving the information, the system 100 returns to step 1650. With respect to FIG. 18B, if the
input at step 1650 is a preview input, the system 100 proceeds to step 1818, at which a preview of the website's
operation given its current state of development is provided. This allows for the registered user to view a
simulation of the operation of its website, before the website is saved or activated on the internet. After
providing this preview or simulation, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

Referring to FIG. 19, the additional input received at step 1650 can also be a navigation input, which the
registered user provides by selecting navigation button 225 of website design plate 210. Upon receiving the
navigation input, the system 100 displays a navigation menu (i.e., navigation menu 1010), and then receives an
additional input at the user interface, at steps 1902 and 1904, respectively. If the additional input received at the
user interface at step 1904 is a selection of a page name field corresponding to pages 1-10 (i.e., fields 1015), the
system 100 receives page name information from the registered user at step 1906 and then displays the page
name information in the page name field at step 1908, before returning to step 1904 to receive an additional
input at the user interface. If the input received at step 1904 is an add new page command (i.e., provided by
selecting add new page button 1020), the system 100 receives page identification information concerning the
newly added page at step 1910 and displays the new page number and page identification information on the
navigation menu at step 1912 before returning to step 1904.

If the input at step 1904 is a selection of the scroll menu (i.e., provided by selecting scroll menu button 1030),
the system 100 displays suggested page names at step 1914, and then receives a selection of one or more of the
suggested page names from the registered user at step 1916 before returning to step 1904. If the input received
at step 1904 is a selection of the navigation locations menu (i.e. selection of navigation locations button 1050),
the system 100 displays a list of locations within a web page at which navigation information can be displayed,
at step 1918. Upon receiving a selected location for the navigation information from the registered user at step
1920, the system returns to step 1904. Further, if the input received at step 1904 is a selection of one of the
displayed page numbers on the navigation menu 1010, the display of the navigation menu is ended at step 1922,
and the selected web page is displayed on the website design plate 210 at step 1924. The system 100 then
returns to step 1650.

Referring to FIG. 20, the registered user can provide a STAY STICKY.TM. input at step 1650 by selecting
STAY STICKY.TM. button 260. Upon receiving such an input, the system 100 displays STAY STICKY.TM.
menu 1210 at step 2002 and then receives a STAY STICKY.TM. selection at step 2004. If the received
selection is for the smart agent feature, the system 100 then receives an input concerning the smart agent feature
at smart agent menu 1220, at step 2006. If the received input is a request for suggested marketing locations, the
system 100 checks third party user database 160 to determine whether suggested marketing locations had
previously been determined, at step 2008. If suggested marketing locations had been previously determined,
these suggested marketing locations are then displayed at the user interface, at step 2014. If suggested
marketing locations had not been previously determined, the system 100 accesses third party user database 160
to obtain the registered user's log in information, and then determines suggested marketing locations based upon
this log in information, at steps 2010 and 2012, respectively. Once the suggested marketing locations are
determined, these suggested marketing locations are then displayed at step 2014. Following display of the
suggested marketing locations at step 2014, the system 100 returns to step 2004.

If the STAY STICKY.TM. selection received at step 2004 is to create links, the system 100 then receives
marketing location selections at the user interface at step 2018. The marketing location selection information



can be provided by the registered user at location selection menu 1260. Upon receiving the marketing location
selection information, the marketing location selection information is stored at third party user database 160 at
step 2020. This stored information is later used to generate links at the selected marketing locations (i.e.,
websites) when the registered user's website is activated. The system 100 then proceeds to step 2022, at which
the system determines whether a reciprocal link site has already been created in the registered user's website, for
displaying links to other websites. If a link site has not yet been created, the system creates a link site on the
registered user's website, at step 2024 before returning to step 1650. Otherwise, the system 100 immediately
returns to step 1650.

If the STAY STICKY.TM. selection received at step 2004 is for banner ad rotation, the system 100 proceeds to
step 2026, at which the system determines whether a banner ad has already been created by the registered user.
If a banner ad has not yet been created, the system 100 proceeds to step 2028, in which the system displays at
the user interface a message indicating that a banner ad needs to be created by the registered user in order to
participate in banner ad rotation, before returning to step 1650. A banner ad can then be created by the
registered user using the capabilities of the website design plate 210 and the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, including
the search capabilities. If it is determined at step 2026 that a banner ad has already been created by the
registered user, the system 100 proceeds to step 2030, at which it receives marketing location selection
information at the user interface. The marketing location selection information can be provided at location
selection menu 1260 or a similar menu, and can include marketing location selections that were determined by
the system at step 2012.

At step 2032, the marketing location selection information provided from the registered user is stored in third
party user database 160, where it can be later accessed upon activation of the registered user's website. The
system 100 then proceeds to step 2034, at which it determines whether a reciprocal banner ad site has already
been created on the registered user's website, so that banner ads from other websites can be displayed on the
registered user's website once it is activated. If a banner ad site has not yet been created, the system 100 creates
a banner ad site at step 2036 before returning to step 1650. Otherwise, if a banner ad site has already been
created, the system 100 immediately returns to step 1650. Upon activation of the registered user's website, the
registered user's website can display an unlimited number of banner ads from other websites on its reciprocal
banner ad site, and the system 100 also displays the registered user's banner ad at the marketing locations
(websites) that the registered user specified at step 2030.

If, at step 2004, the STAY STICKY.TM. selection is for the MAIL WIZ.TM. feature, the system 100 proceeds
to step 2038 and displays MAIL WIZ. TM. menu 1280. The system 100 then receives an input from the
registered user concerning the number of parties that the registered user desires to be included on the registered
user's e-mail list, at step 2040. Further, at step 2042, the system 100 receives an input at the user interface
concerning the registered user's desired e-mail message. All of the received information is then saved in third
party user database 160, before the system 100 returns to step 1650. Upon activation of the registered user's
website, e-mail messages are sent to other registered user's websites, and the number of e-mail messages sent is
monitored by the system 100. Although not shown in FIG. 20, in some embodiments credit card information
(and payment) must be received by the system 100 in order to set up and activate the STAY STICKY.TM.
features, i.e., banner ad rotation, links creation, and MAIL WIZ.TM.. In such embodiments, the system 100
performs steps 1808-1814 (shown with respect to FIG. 18) during or immediately following its performance of
steps 2018-2024, 2026-2036 and 2038-2044 concerning links creation, banner ad rotation and MAIL WIZ.TM.,
respectively.

Referring to FIG. 21, the registered user can provide an e-commerce input at step 1650 by selecting e-
commerce button 265 from website design plate 210. Upon receiving the e-commerce input, the system 100



displays e-commerce menu 1310, at step 2102. The system 100 then receives at step 2104 an input from the
registered user concerning the desired type of e-commerce. If the received input indicates that the registered
user desires to employ a standard e-commerce arrangement involving a shopping cart, the system 100 displays a
list of available shopping cart types at step 2106. The system then receives a selection of a type of shopping cart
from the registered user at step 2108, before proceeding to step 2114. If the received input at step 2104 is for an
e-commerce arrangement involving an auction, the system 100 displays a list of available auction types at step
2110, and then receives a selection of a type of auction from the registered user at step 2112 before proceeding
to step 2114. At step 2114, the system 100 uploads a product picture provided from the registered user, i.e.,
from the hard drive of the registered user computer 180. Then, the system 100 further receives inputs
concerning the product description, the product price and the product SKU number at the user interface, at steps
2116, 2118, and 2119, respectively. If the e-commerce arrangement selected by the registered user involves an
auction, the product price information received from the registered user at step 2118 concerns a reserved price.

Next, at step 2120, the system 100 determines whether merchant account information has already been provided
from the registered user. If merchant account information has not yet been provided, the system 100 displays
merchant account information form 1370, at step 2122. Upon receiving merchant account information at the
user interface from the registered user at step 2124, the system 100 then sends the merchant account information
to the merchant account vendor for processing at step 2126, before returning to step 1650. Although, because
the registered user has not yet concluded its merchant account arrangement, the system 100 cannot finalize the
registered user's e-commerce arrangement, the information provided by the registered user in steps 2104 to 2119
can be saved and utilized again once the registered user's merchant account arrangement has been finalized. If,
at step 2120, it is determined that the merchant account information has already been provided by the registered
user, the system 100 receives a merchant account identification number or other identifier at the user interface,
at step 2128, and then proceeds to display the finalized shopping cart or auction feature at website design plate
210. The system 100 then returns to step 1650.

Turning to FIG. 22A, the registered user can provide an examples input by selecting examples button 270 from
website design plate 210. Upon such a selection, the system 100 displays an examples menu at the user's
interface, at step 2124. The system 100 then receives an example selection by the registered user at the user
interface, at step 2226, and then displays the selected example, at step 2228, before returning to step 1650. With
respect to FIG. 22B, if the registered user provides a help/statistics input by selecting help/statistics button 275
of the web design plate 210 at step 1650, the system 100 proceeds to display help/statistics menu 1430, at step
2202. The system 100 then receives a help/statistics selection at step 2204. If the help/statistics selection is a
document help input, the system 100 accesses programming database 190 to obtain relevant written help
instructions, at step 2206, and then displays the written help instructions at the user interface, at step 2208,
before returning to step 1650. If the received help/statistics selection concerns tech support, the system 100
displays a message indicating that tech support can be obtained either by sending an e-mail message or by
telephone, at step 2210. The system 100 then provides the registered user with an option to proceed with tech
support, which option must be selected by the registered user in order for a tech support specialist to view the
current status of the registered user's GUI and provide assistance, at step 2211. Once assistance has been
provided, the system 100 returns to step 1650.

If the received help/statistics selection concerns a wizard input, the system 100 displays the wizard caricature at
the user interface, at step 2212. The system 100 then accesses programming database 190 to obtain any relevant
wizard suggestions, at step 2214, and then displays the relevant wizard suggestions, at step 2216, before
returning to step 1650. If the help/statistics selection received at step 2204 is a size meter input, then the system
calculates size and download time parameters for the registered user's website, as well as for the current web
page being displayed by website design plate 210, at step 2218. Then, at step 2220, the system 100 displays at



the user interface meter box 1480, which shows the size and download time parameters for the registered user's
website and the currently displayed web page, before returning to step 1650.

Turning to FIG. 23, an additional flow chart is provided showing operation of the system 100 when the
registered user is returning to the system to complete a website design that was previously begun. At step 2302,
website design plate 210 is provided at the user interface. If the system 100 determines that the registered user's
website in its current state of development has more than one web page, at step 2304, the system 100 displays
navigation menu 1010 at step 2306. The system 100 then receives a selection of one of the web page numbers
displayed on navigation menu 1010, at step 2308. Upon receiving a selected web page number, the system 100
removes navigation menu 1010 from the user interface, at step 2310, and displays the one or more web assets
and other elements of the selected web page on the website design plate 210, at step 2312. Further, if the system
100 determines, at step 2304, that the registered user's website in its current state of development has only web
page, the system displays the one or more web assets or other elements of that web page on the website design
plate 210, at step 2312.

Next, at step 2314, the system 100 receives an edit command provided by the registered user by selecting edit
button 220. Upon receiving the edit command, the system 100 causes each of the web assets and other elements
that are displayed on the website design plate 210 to become interactive, at step 2316. The system 100 then
receives a selection of one or more of the web assets or other elements displayed on the website design plate, at
step 2318. In response to this selection, the system 100 displays STICKY PAD.TM. 310 on the user interface, at
step 2320, and further displays the selected web asset or other element on the STICKY PAD.TM. as the
STICKY PAD.TM. contents, at step 2322. At step 2324, the system 100 receives a command to modify the
selected web asset or other element displayed within STICKY PAD.TM. 310. This command can involve
adding additional web assets, sounds or colors to the selected web asset or to the design space 280 surrounding
the selected web asset, as well as involve moving the selected web asset within design space 280 or resizing the
selected web asset, among other modifications.

At step 2326, the modified web asset or other element, or modified contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310, are
displayed within the STICKY PAD.TM.. At step 2328, the system 100 receives a command to drop the contents
of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310 into the website design plate 210. Next, at step 2330, the STICKY PAD.TM. 310
is removed from the user interface (i.e., is no longer displayed) and the contents of the STICKY PAD.TM. 310
are moved onto the website design plate 210, at step 2332. The design of the registered user's website can
continue with the receiving of additional inputs from the registered user at the user interface, at step 2334.

While the foregoing specification illustrates and describes the preferred embodiments of this invention, it is to
be understood that the invention is not limited to the precise construction herein disclosed. The invention can be
embodied in other specific forms without departing from the spirit or essential attributes. Accordingly, reference
should be made to the following claims, rather than to the foregoing specification, as indicating the scope of the
invention.
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